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THE   BllADFOlll)   CLUB. 


r.NUER  this  de^ignatiuu,  :i  few  gcntleiiicu,  iiitcrostcd  in  the 
study  of  Ainericau  History  and  Jjiterature,  propose  occasionally 
to  print  limited  editions  of  such  manuscripts  and  scarce 
pamphlets  as  may  be  deemed  of  value  towards  illustratinj^  these 
subjects.  They  will  seek  to  obtain  for  this  purpose  unpublished 
journals  or  correspondence  containing  matter  worthy  nf  record, 
and  which  may  not  properly  be  included  in  the  llistnri(:il 
Collections  or  Documentary  Histories  of  the  several  States. 
Such  unpretending  contemporary  chronicles  often  tl»n»w 
precious  light  upon  the  motives  of  action  and  the  imperfectly 
narrated  events  of  bygone  days ;  perhaps  briefly  touched  upon 
in  dry  official  documents. 

The  Club  may  also  issue  fac-similes  of  curious  manuscripts, 
or  documents  worthy  of  notice,  which,  like  the  printed  issues, 
will  bear  its  imprint. 

"  These  are  the 
Registers,  the  chronicles  of  the  age 
They  were  written  in,  and  speak  the  tniili  nf  IJi-iMiy 
Better  than  a  hundred  of  your  printed 
Communications." —  Shalct rli/  Mutniii/on's  Ai(titjiiiiri/. 

William  Uijaufoui)  —  the  iir.st  Xcw  York  I'rini.  i  — .^.,.   . 
name    the  Club  has  adopted,    came    to  this  ccuintry    in    ICS^. 
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aiul  established  his  Press  in  the  neighborhood  of  Philadelphia. 
In  1G93  he  removed  to  this  City  —  was  appointed  Royal 
Printer  —  and  set  up  liis  Press  "at  the  Sign  of  the  Bible." 
For  upwards  of  thirty  years  he  was  the  only  I'rinter  in  the 
I'rovincc,  and  in  1725  published  our  first  Newspaper  —  The 
Xcui  York  Gazette.  He  conducted  this  paper  until  1743  when 
he  retired  from  business.  He  died  in  May,  1752,  and  was 
described,  in  an  obituary  notice  of  the  day,  as  "  a  man  of  great 
sobriety  and  industry,  a  real  friend  to  the  poor  and  needy,  and 
kind  and  aflFable  to  all."  He  was  buried  in  Trinity  Church 
Yard,  by  the  side  of  the  wife  of  his  youth ;  and  the  loving 
affection  of  relatives  and  friends  roared  a  simple  and  unosten- 
tatious Monument  to  liis  memory. 
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F'ew  regions  have  presented  more  frequent  or  more  tragic  examples 
of  the  horrors  of  war  than  did  the  ^Mohawk  valley  dm'ing  the 
American  Kevolution.  The  settlements  extending  in  a  narrow  strip 
up  into  the  wilderness,  more  than  fifty  miles  beyond  the  general 
outline  of  the  frontiers,  were  exposed  on  every  side  and  at  all  times 
to  an  attack  of  the  enemj',  who,  favored  by  long  lines  of  water 
communication,  could  approach  from  the  north,  west  or  south,  strike 
at  the  most  exposed  points,  and  retire  before  pursuit  could  be  made. 

If  we  bear  in  mind  that  the  hostile  parties  who  infested  this  region 
were  often  made  up  of  those  who  had  been  former  inhabitants  of  the 
valley,  or  at  least  were  alwaj's  led  by  those  who  had  been  forced  trom 
their  homes  by  the  events  of  the  war,  and  were  inllamed  witli  tlie 
fiercest  revenge  against  their  former  neighbcjrs,  wlioin  tlicy  often 
found  enjoying  the  property  from  which  thej'  had  been  driven.  \vi- 
may  well  infer  that  this  partizan  warfare  would  be  active,  unrelenting 
and  cruel. 

The  events  of  this  period  upon  the  western  frontiers  of  New  York 
could  never  be  forgotten  by  the  survivors  or  their  descendants,  and 
most  of  the  traditions  gathered  from  the  aged  witnesses,  or  received 
at  second  hand  from  tlieir  accounts,  have  passed  into  written  nar- 
ratives, and  claim  credit  as  hi.storj-.      AMion/li  loimded  ujum  farts. 
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and  in  tlie  main  coiTcct,  as  lo  time,  place  and  circunistances,  manj^  of 
these  narratives  arc  warped  by  prejudice  or  inflamed  by  passion,  and 
none;  of  them  can  claim  tlie  merit  of  presenting  the  motives  which 
actuated  those  who  controlled  tiie  military  movements  of  the 
occasion,  the  information  upon  which  they  acted,  or  the  difticulties 
they  had  to  overcome. 

The  sutlercrs  from  an  incursion  of  the  enemy  could  see  that  no  relief 
canu',  although  timely  application  had  been  made;  but  they  could 
not  know  the  reasons  that  prevented.  They  knew  that  the  enemy 
had  escaped  with  impunity,  and  might  verj^  bitterly  complain  of  the 
result,  which,  under  all  the  circumstances,  absolutely  could  not  be 
prevented. 

This  i-efleetion  has  often  occurred  to  the  editor  of  this  volume  in 
looking  through  the  public  records  of  the  revolution.  But,  perhaps, 
in  none  of  these  are  the  generally  received  accounts,  and  the 
inferences  derived  therefrom,  more  widely  different  from  truth  than 
those  relating  to  the  invasions  from  Canada  in  the  autumn  of  1780, 
in  whieli  the  enemy's  main  Ixxl}'^,  vuider  Sir  John  Johnson,  after 
sweeping  through  the  Schoharie  and  Mohawk  valleys,  destroying 
every  thing  left  by  former  invasions  and  not  guarded  by  force,  eluded 
pursuit,  and  returned  with  comparatively  small  loss  to  Canada.  The 
official  documents  relating  to  this  invasion  were  found  so  full  and 
ample,  that  it  was  thought  advisable  lo  collect  and  preserve  them 
together,  to  the  end  that  history  might  stand  corrected,  so  far  as  it 
related  to  these  events,  although  at  variance  with  every  statement 
hitherto  published  concerning  them. 

In  arranging  these  papers,  attention  has  been  paid  to  connection  of 
subjects  rather  than  to  strict  order  of  time,  and  tlie  documents  have 
been   used    without    abridgment,   alliiough   sometimes    relating    to 
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subjects  not  coquclilu  \Miii  tiic  iiriiuipal  events  in  view.  It  was 
not  deemed  necessary  to  extend  the  series  by  including  the  pai»ers 
relating  to  exchange  of  prisoners,  and  other  subjects  incidentjilly 
resulting  from  the  invasion  described  ;  but  it  is  Ix-lieved  enough  will 
be  found  to  justify  the  conclusion  that  no  charge  of  inefficiency, 
cowardice  or  intentional  wrong  can  be  properly-  laid  against  those 
acting  under  the  authority-  of  the  state  upon  that  occasion. 


"  THIS  ENTERPRISE    OF    THE  ENEMY,  IS  PROBABLY 

THE  EFFECT  OF  ARNOLD'S  TREASON." 

Gov.  C'linfon  to  Gen.  Washington,  Oct.  17,  1780. 

"IT  IS  THOUGHT,  AND  PERHAPS  NOT  WITHOUT 
FOUNDATION,  THAT  THIS  INCURSION  WAS  MADE, 
UPON  THE  SUPPOSITION  THAT  ARNOLD'S  TREACHERY 
HAD  SUCCEEDED." 

Washimjlon  to  President  of  Congress.,  Oct.  21, 1780. 


T  \  T  V,  O  D  V  C  T  I  O  N . 


The  inva?!ion  of  the  Iiuliaii  settlements  upon  llio 
Genesee  by  General  Sullivan,  in  the  autumn  of  1770, 
occasioned  great  distress  among  the  natives,  who  were 
driven  to  seek  shelter  at  Fort  Niagara.  The  destruction 
had  been  sweeping,  and  the  miseries  which  followed, 
during  the  hard  winter  of  1779-80  were  severe;  but 
although  crops  and  settlements  were  laid  waste,  most 
of  the  Indian  warriors  escaped,  and  very  naturally 
soou  began  to  meditate  plans  of  revenge.  The  villages 
of  the  Oneida  tribe  friendly  to  the  Americans,  were 
menaced  during  the  winter,  and  wliile  the  snow  yet 
lay  deep  in  the  forests,  and  the  streams  were  bridged 
\y\\]i  ice,  the  war  parties  of  Brant  and  Butler  began  active 
hostilities,  along  tlie  whole  northern  and  western  fron- 
tiers of  New  York.  These  incursions,  although  not 
accomi>anied  by  scenes  of  butchery,  like  those  peri>e- 
trated  at  Wyoming  and  Cherry  \'alley,  were  still 
marked  with  iiicidetits  of  thrilling  terror,  and  were 
attended  with  great  loss  of  property;  many  prisoners 
were  led  into  ca^ttivity,  many  lives  were  sacrificed,  and 
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tlie  greatest  alarm  was  spread  througliout  tlie  Ijorder 
counties. 

The  first  of  tlieir  hostile  parties  appeared  on  tlie  15tli 
of  Marcli,  1780,  at  Reinicnsnyder's  Bnsli,  four  miles 
north  of  the  Little  Falls,  whei-e  they  took  Captain  John 
Keyser,  his  two  sons  and  two  other  prisoners,  killed 
one  man.  hurned  the  captain's  liouse,  killed  his  stock, 
and  left  his  wife  and  babes  destitute.  A  body  of  militia 
was  called  out,  but  from  want  of  snow  shoes  could  not 
pursue.  The  party  was  reported  about  fifty  in  number, 
chiefly  tories  disguised  as  Indians,  and  from  their  tracks 
they  appeared  to  have  come  from  the  countr}'  of  the 
Five  Xations.  It  was  strongly  suspected,  that  some 
unfriendly  Oneidas  had  been  privy  to  this  movement, 
and  ha<l  harbored  the  party.^ 

Six  days  later,  about  one  hundred  Indians  from 
('anada,  with  three  tories  from  Ballston  and  Tryon, 
surprised  a  small  post  at  Skeenesborough,  captured  its 
little  garrison  of  thirteen  men,  killed  and  scalped  a 
man  and  his  wife,  burnt  several  buildings,  and  retired 
down  the  lake  on  the  ice,  l)y  the  way  they  came.^ 

On  the  3d  of  April,  a  pai-ty  of  tories  and  Indians 
said  to  be  sixty  in  nund)er  returned  to  Reimensnyder's 
Bush,  biii'iit  a  mill,  and  carried  off'  nineteen  prisoners 
from  that  settlement  northward  into  Canada.  On  tlie 
same   day,   a  block-liouse   on  the  Saeondaga,  north   of 


'  Clinton  Papers,  No.  2,751. 

2 Letter  of  Gen.  Alirah.nn  'i'cii  Broeck.—  Clinton  Papcrx  Nos.  2,758, 
2,707. 
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Ji)liiist(»\\  IK  was  attiu'ked  1»\  a  paitv  ut' scvm  Imlians, 
wlioattoinptod  to  sot  it  on  tire,  Imt  wcii-  pii'Veiiti'd  l)v  tlu' 
activity  and  Itoldiioss  otOiu'  man,  its  solo  »n'fM|iant,'  wlio 
oxtinuniisliod  the  tiro  an<l  sovoivly  wonndod  om-  ul"  tlio 
uuuiljoi'.  When  tlioy  had  ivtiro(l,lio  rallied  six  (»ihors, 
pui'suod  and  kilK-d  tlio  wliolo  of  tho  invatlini:  jiai'tv. 

(Ml  tho  7th  of  April.  Hrant  with  a  small  pai'ty  ot" 
torios  and  Indians,  on  thoir  way  to  suf[iriso  kSohohario, 
came  upon  a  few  men  undoi-  Capt.  Alexander  nari)er, 
engaged  in  making  maple  sugar  at  Karporstield, 
Three  of  tho  ntunhir  wore  killed,  and  clown  or  twelve 
taken  prisoners  to  Niagara.'-  It  is  said  that  Urant  was 
dissuaded  from  liislirst  design  of  striking  at  Sohoharie, 
hy  the  tiotitious  doohirations  of  C^iptaiti  TTarjtoi-,  that 
large  reinforcements  had  arrived  at  that  itlaco.  On 
this  ex[)odition,  IJrant  detached  a  small  party  which 
foil  ui)on  tho  -Minisink  settlement,  and  hrought  otf 
several  prisoners. 

Sinudtanooiis  with  those  events,  intolligi-nco  was 
hrought  to  the  eommandei--in-ehief,  of  preparations  hy 
the  enemy,  in  the  collection  of  munitions,  horses,  ves- 
sels and  hoats,  wliich  seemed  to  indi«'ato  an  iiitention 
of  operating  in  force  against  the  American  jiosts  on 
the  Hudson. 

These  events  occurring  at  so  early  a  period,  seemed  to 


'  Solomuu  WucKlward. 

«  Camphfirs  Tryon  County,  1st  ed.,  159  :  Stone's  Life  of  Jintnt,  ii,  5« : 
Simms's  Scliohnrie  County,  325.  Captain  Harper  remained  a  captive  till 
November  28,  1782. 
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indicate  a  troublesome  and  dangerous  summer  on  the 
frontiers.  ''J"'lie  minds  of  tlie  inliabitauts  were  filled 
with  tlie  most  gloomy  ajiiireliensions,  and  Colonel 
Yates  in  A\'riting  from  Palatine  upon  tlie  Moliawk, 
intimated,  that  unless  a  nund>er  of  troops  sufficient  to 
jtroteet  the  settlements  could  he  sent  up,  very  few  of 
the  iidiahitants  in  that  section  would  remain. 

"  The  country,"  said  he,  "  is  very  extensive,  and  lies 
open  on  all  sides  to  the  inroads  of  the  savages.  I  need 
not  describe  to  you  the  distresses  of  such  as  are  obliged 
to  abandon  their  habitations,  and  the  consequent  dis- 
tress and  inconvenience,  of  such  as  they  fly  to  for  refuge, 
besides  the  preventing  of  which,  the  crops  now  in  the 
ground,  and  tliose  to  1)C  put  in,  uiust  (I  should  rather  say 
ought  to)  be  saved,  or  there  will  be  famine  to  those  who 
are  now  residing  here.  I  have  every  opportunity  to  con- 
vince myself,  that  people  have  bread  for  no  longer  than 
the  ensuing  harvest.    Indeed  too  many  have  not  that."  ^ 

These  inroads  upon  the  frontiers,  called  for  active 
measures  for  the  public  safety.  Guards  were  stationed 
at  various  points  on  the  upper  Mohawk,  and  the  militia 
were  ordered  to  keep  themselves  in  readiness  to  march 
at  a  minute's  warning,  upon  a  given  signal. 


^Clinton  Papers,  l^o.  3,7;")1.  Col.  Christopher  P.  Yates,  the  writer  of 
the  above,  was  a  leading?  patriot  of  Trj'ou  county,  and  chairmau  of  the 
committee  of  correspondence  at  the  beginning  of  the  war.  He  served 
as  a  captain  and  afterward  as  a  colonel  of  militia,  and  Avas  the  first 
county  clerk  nndtn-  state  appointment.  He  represented  jMontgomery 
county  in  assembly  fiv(!  years,  and  died  on  his  farm  three  miles  w^est  of 
Canajoharie,  and  a  mile  from  the  river,  Jan.  21,  1814,  at  the  age  of 
65  years. 
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Before  further  traeiiisj;  the  events  of  17S0,  we  will 
brietiy  (leseril)e  the  extent  of  the  settlements  in  Alhany 
ami  Ti'MMi  eounties,  and  \\iv  drtenses  tlien  existing'  for 
their  protection. 

The  Mohawk  vallev,  at  the  lte_i!:innin<i:  of  the  revohi- 
tion,  hail  a  |io|iuIation  of  ahout  ten  thousand,  sfatlm'ij 
along  in  a  narrow  l>elt  as  far  west  as  the  }>resent  town 
of  German  Flatts,  in  ITerkimer  eonnty,  Xorthward, 
the  settlements  extended  to  a  short  distaiici-  heyond 
Jbhnsto\vn.  Towards  tlie  sontli,  tlu'v  had  reached 
the  liead  waters  of  the  Susquelianna,  and  in  the  valley 
of  the  JSehoharie  ereek,  to  ahout  seven  miles  hevon«l 
^Middlehurach.  Xorthward  of  Alhanv,  thev  were  thiidv 
scattered  over  tlie  southern  and  eastern  portions  of  the 
present  eonnty  of  Saratoga,  and  in  AVashington  (then 
Charlotte)  county,  to  Skeenesborongh,  now  Whitehall. 
Small  settlements  had  been  commeneed  on  the  western 
shores  of  Lake  Chani}>lain.  and  eonsiderahlc,  yi't  widi-ly 
scattered  inipi'ovenients  had  been  made  in  ('unihcrlaiid 
county,  then  claimed  by  New  York,  but  now  included 
in  X'l'rnioiit.  At  tlie  beginning  of  hostilities,  many  of 
the  inhabitants  decided  to  su[»port  the  royal  cause, 
especially  among  the  Scotch  settlers  near  Johnstown, 
althouii-h  lovalists  were  found  in  almost  everv  district 
in  the  colony. 

Their  relative  nundiei-  was  not  large,  but  their  tiimi- 
lies  often  remained  in  the  country,  a  burden  up<in 
society,  and  objects  of  constant  suspicion  and  jealousy 
with    those    friemllv    to    the    Aniei-ican    cause.     Tiny 
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luirborecl  the  enemies'  s})ies,  procured  information, 
and  secretly  favored  liis  movements  as  opportunities 
offered.  Those  who  liad  tied  to  tlie  enemy  to  heai- 
arms  for  the  kiiiii",  pro\ed  tlie  most  dangerous  and 
vindictive  of  ]»artizans,  being-  tlioroughly  acquainted 
with  tlie  to]iography  of  the  country,  and  familiar  witli 
ever\-  road  and  stream  and  vallev,  that  would  favor  the 
mo\-ements  of  an  invading  party,  or  of  a  lurking  foe. 

'I'he  invasion  of  General  Burgoyne,  from  the  north, 
and  i'e})eated  inroads  upon  tlie  Mohawk  frontiers,  had 
entirely  l)roken  up  the  feeble  beginnings  upon  Lake 
Cham[)lain,  and  the  thriving  settlements  of  Cherry 
Valley,  Xewtown-Martin,  Springfield,  Ilarpersfield, 
and  AndrustoAvn,  southward  of  the  Mohawk.  Over 
six  hundred  persons  from  Tryon  county  alone,  had 
gone  oft"  to  the  enemy,  and  hundreds  of  farms  all 
around  the  borders  of  civilization,  were  abandoned 
l)v  theii-  owners,  or  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  leaving 
dreary  solitudes  in  places  that  had  lately  been  enli- 
vened by  industry,  and  with  here  and  there  a  heap  of 
rnl)i)ish  to  mark  the  site  of  what  had  been  a  home. 

During  the  French  and  Indian  wars,  fortifications 
had  been  erected  at  various  points  along  the  frontiers, 
and  the  troubles  of  the  revolution  led  to  the  construc- 
tion of  stockades  around  dwellings  at  numerous  places 
throughont  the  country,  for  sheltering  of  the  inhabitants 
in  times  of  danger. 

The  nund^er  of  these  outposts  having  led  to  a  greater 
distri])ution  of  the  trooi)S  available  for  their  defense 
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tlian  was  thought  dosirablo,  tho  hoard  of  war,  :ihout 
the  middle  of  Maivh,  dofuk'd  to  hivak  up  st-vi-ral 
miuor  stations,  iu(.'hidiui«-  those  at  S^hciicftadv,  *^c1k>- 
harie,  Joliustowu,  Fort  riauk,  Oueichi  Castk',  Half 
Moou  Point,  Xow  City,  Sarato^^a,  Fort  Fdwnid, 
and  Skecneshorouiih.  The  events  upon  the  frontiers, 
already  noticed,  induced  Governor  Clinton  to  retain 
some  of  those  at  Skeeneshorough,  Fort  I'lank,  llt-r- 
kimer,  Scholiarie,  and  Fort  EdAvard. 

Fort  Schuyler,  on  the  site  of  tlie  jiresent  villai;v  of 
Rome,  was  tlien  the  most  important  post  on  the 
frontier,  and  of  sutttcient  streuirth  to  resist  a  larire 
force.'  DuriuiT  a  [lart  of  the  summer  of  1780.  it  was 
garrisoned  hy  Colonel  Vim  Schaick  of  the  Continental 
troops,  hut  early  in  September,  he  was  ordered  to 
join  the  grand  army,  and  Major  Hughes  was  left  in 
command.  It  was  the  frontier  post  on  the  Mohawk, 
and  nearly  thirty  miles  beyond  the  settlements.  Fort 
Herkimer  on  the  south  bank  of  the  Mohawk,  opposite 
the  mouth  of  West  C^anada  creek,  and  Fort  7>ayton  in 
tlic  i»resent  village  of  Herkimer,  were  then  garrisoiu'd 
by  small  bodies  of  troops.  At  the  former,  a  company 
of  fifteen  men  had  been  stationed  chn-ing  tlic  winter 
under  Lieutenant  John  Siuith,  for  the  jirotection  of 
military  stores.  Their  time  liad  exi>ired  in  .\pnl,  and 
they  were  clamoring  for  their  discharge.     Fort  Plain, 


'A  return  of  artillery  at  Fort  Schuyler,  made  Xovcinher  2.i,  17W, 
showed  that  there  were  then  22  cannon  and  <>  inorlars,  mostly  iron 
nieces  and  mounted  for  i^arrison  use. 
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half  a  mile  west  of  the  present  village  of  that 
iiaiiie,  and  Fort  Hunter,  east  of  tlie  Schoharie  creek, 
near  its  confluence  with  the  Mohawk,  were  works  that 
could  oppose  a  hand  attack.  In  the  Schoharie  settle- 
nients  there  were  three  small  forts,  and  on  the  northern 
frontier  there  were  forts  Avith  feeble  garrisons  at  Lake 
Geoi'ge,  Fort  Aim,  Skcenesborough,  Fort  Edward,  and 
a  few  other  points.  Some  of  these  were  mere  block- 
houses, others  were  old  works  in  partial  ruin,  and 
none  of  them  of  sufficient  strength  to  resist  a  vigorous 
assault. 

The  territorial  divisions  of  Alljany  and  Tryon  coun- 
ties as  they  existed  in  1780,  will  l)e  understood  by 
reference  to  the  accompanying  map.^ 

The  militia  of  that  portion  of  the  state  not  in  the 
power  of  the  enemy,  was  organized  into  forty-five 
regiments,  of  A\'hich  seventeen  were  in  Albany,  one  in 
Charlotte,  one  in  Cumberland,  eight  in  Dutchess,  three 
in  Orange,  five  in  Tryon,  four  in  Ulster,  and  six  in 
A\"('st(hester  counties.  Of  these,  two  were  composed 
wholly  of  exempts,  and  in  addition  to  the  regimental 
organizations  above  enumerated,  there  were  twenty- 
five  companies  of  associated  exempts,  whose  officers 
had  received  commissions  from  the  state  council  of 
ap[)ointment.  The  militia  were  only  called  out  as 
occasional  alarms  or  invasions  made  it  necessary,  the 


'  Tlic  coloiiial  :v(;t  dividing  Albany  and  Tryon  counties  into  dis- 
trifts,  was  passed  Marcjii  23,  1773,  and  amended  Marcli  8,  1773,  by 
cliaim^iiiu-  the  names  of  the  districts  as  given  in  tlic  map. 
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<lnty  ot"  u'unrdiiiii'  tlio  julviiiicod  ])0.<t?i,  Itoiiiu'  cliifllv 
entrusted  to  (K'tacliiufnts  from  the  ( "untiiiciitid  aniiv, 
and  to  levies  raised  Iroiu  time  to  time,  and  usually  tor 
but  short  periods,  tor  the  special  duty  ol"  dofendini; 
tlie  frontiers. 

Durini*:  the  summer  of  1771*,  two  distinet  eoi-ps  of 
ti\'e  hundred  men  each,  had  lieon  t)rdL'rL'd  li\'  the  leii'is- 
lature  for  this  service,  and  placed  uiuler  Lieutenant 
Colonels  Albert  l*aw1inii-  and  lleiiry  I\.  \'aii  Keiis- 
selaer.  To  replace  these,  a  law  was  jiassed  March 
11th,  1780,  for  raising  eight  hundred  Jiien  by  detaeli- 
ments  fi'om  the  state  militia,  whenever  congress  should 
declare  tliat  these  troops  slioukl  be  paid  and  subsisted 
by  the  United  States,  The  necessary  action  was  taken 
by  congress  on  the  4th  of  A}>ril,  but  the  levies  were 
not  raised  and  organized  in  time  to  ]trevent  the  mis- 
chief against  which  thev  were  intended  to  u-uard.  ^'et 
there  was  no  needless  delay  in  perfecting  these  }ilans, 
and  the  correspondence  of  the  period  shows,  iliat  wliilc 
the  inhabitants  along  the  frontiers  were  trcnd)ling  at 
the  premonitions  of  coming  dangers,  tlu'  exccut'nc  was 
making  every  etloit  to  meet  tlie  emergencies  of  the 
impending  crisis. 

The  commandei'-in-eliiet'w  as  at  tlii>  lime  endiarrassed 
by  the  ex[»iration  (»f  the  period  of  eidistment  of  many 
troops  in  the  Continental  army,  and  the  governors  of 
New  Jereey  and  New  ^'ork  were  re<piested  to  take 
measures  for  assend)ling  the  militia  in  case  of  danger, 
and  to  <lelarh  a   portion  for  L;-arrison   duty  imtil  a  re<">r- 

4 
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gaiiization  could  be  effected.  T]ie  letters  of  command- 
ing officers  at  this  period  were  burdened  with  complaints 
of  the  scarcity  of  provisions,  which  greatly  delayed  all 
military  movements,  and  demanded  the  most  active 
exertions  to  keep  the  army  supplied. 

We  will  now  resume  our  narrative  of  events  upon 
the  iVontiers.  On  the  29tli  of  April,  a  prisoner  taken 
at  Skeenesborough,  escaped  fi-om  prison  at  Montreal, 
and  in  fifteen  days  reached  home,  with  intelligence  that 
extensive  preparations  were  being  made  for  an  invasion 
l^^O  from  Canada.     Col.  Jacol)  Klock,  on  the  12th  of  May, 

wrote  to  the  governor  from  Fort  Paris,  in  the  Stone 
Aral)ia  settlement,  that  he  had  e^^dence  that  con\dnced 
him  of  the  approach  of  Sir  John  Johnson  towards 
Johnstown,  and  that  Brant  with  a  band  of  tories  and 
Indians,  was  expected  to  fall  at  the  same  time  upon 
( 'anajoh.arie.  These  events  would  have  happened  before 
this  date,  had  not  the  melting  snows  and  spring  floods 
prevented.  Tlie  disaffected  throughout  the  valley  were 
expecting  these  movements,  and  it  was  rumored  that 
considerable  bodies  of  tories  had  been  enrolled,  for  the 
purpose  of  joining  the  invaders  when  they  appeared.^ 


'  We  have  been  more  minute  in  stating  these  facts,  to  correct  an 
error  of  tlie  late  William  L.  Stone  in  his  Life  of  Brant.  He  says, 
"  The  first  blow  was  as  sudden  as  it  was  unexpected,  especially  from 
the  (juarter  whence  it  came.  On  Sunday  the  21st  of  May,  at  dead  of 
night,  Sir  John  Johnson  entered  the  north  part  of  Johnstown  — 
*         *         *  ;  and  so  entirely  unawares  had  he  stolen  upon  the 

sleeping  inhabitants,  that  he  ari-ived  in  the  heart  of  the  country  un- 
discovered except  by  tlic  resident  loyalists  who  were  probably  in  the 
secret." — Life  of  Jhant,  ii,  72. 
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These  rumors  tlirew  the  oountrv  into  the  i^ivatcst 
aUmn,  and  ("fl.  A'aii  St-liait-k  \vi-itin<;  tVoiu  Alhany  (if 
the  ITtli  of"  Mav,  iiiturnictl  the  ijovenioi-  that  hi'  was 
reeeixiiiLi-  hi>urlv  ai)pHi'ations  iVoiii  tho  iiDi-tli  ami  wc.-^t 
for  aitl,  that  the  more  remote  settlements  were  (hiilv 
breakini;,-  \\\>  antl  nioxiniji:  clown  the  i-ountrv.  aii<l  tliat 
unless  something  was  speedily  done  to  rhock  tlu-  alarm, 
till'  whole  reii'ion  west  of  Seheueetadv  and  north  of 
Albany  would  l)e  abandoned,  Undci-  these  c-ircum- 
stances  one  half  of  General  Ten  Broeek's  brigade  was 
ordered  out,  to  meet  the  coming  invasion.  The  regi- 
ments of  Colonels  Yates,  A  an  AVoert,  Sehoonhoveii 
and  ^fcCrea  had  assembled  at  Saratoga  on  the  2oth  of 
May.  ( )n  the  18th,  troops  were  dispatehed  from 
Albany  for  Stone  Arabia,  and  other  reinforcements 
were  hastened  forward  for  the  defense  of  tlie  valley 
as  they  could  Ite  assend)led.  Five  full  regiments 
were  ordered  into  Trvon  county  and  the  Sehoharie 
settlements,  but  as  it  was  still  uncertain  where  the 
blow  would  fall,  they  were  lield  in  reserve  until  the 
movements  of  the  enemy  rould  l>e  detinitely  aseer- 
tained. 

In  the  meantime  Sir  Jolm  Johnson  with  a  foree 
reported  as  consisting  of  four  hundred  whites,  from  his 
own  and  Butler's  regiments,  and  the  regulars  with 
two  hundred  Indians,  proceeded  in  vessels  up  J^ake 
Champlain  to  Crown   J'oint,*     Leaving  liis  boats  and 


Clintmi  Papers,  No.  2,81)3. 
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vessels  at  the  Lead  of  P>iilwan'g-a  bay,  under  a  small 
_ii-iiai(l.  lie  stnu'k  into  the  forest  toward  the  upper 
Hudson,  and  from  thence  following  u}»  the  Sacondaga 
valley,  he  appeared  on  Sunday  night,  May  21st,  at  his 
former  residence  near  Johnstown.  There  was  at  this 
period  a  stockade  around  the  court-house,  with  a 
garrison  sufHcient  for  its  defense,  hut  too  feeble  for 
hostile  movements.  Without  spending  time  upon 
this,  lie  detached  a  part  of  his  force,  to  proceed  further 
d()A\-n  the  river  and  strike  the  Mohawk  at  or  below^ 
Tril)e's  hill.  Their  route  led  along  familiar  roads, 
and  through  friendly  neighborhoods.  The  invaders 
were  minutelv  informed   of  every  circumstance  that 

t-  t.' 

could  favor  or  impede  their  movements,  and  the 
}>(>litical  bias  of  every  inhabitant  was  well  known;  the 
victims  of  revenge  were  selected,  and  the  details  of  their 
opei-ations  were  arranged. 

A  little  before  daybreak  on  Mondav  morning,  the 
blow  iell,  and  their  course  up  the  valley  from  Tribe's 
hill  to  the,  Kose,^  w^as  marked  by  scenes  of  confla- 
gration, pillage  and  murder;  yet  even  in  this,  the  hand 
of  the  destroyer  was  somewhat  stayed,  and  no  violence 
was  offered  to  women  and  children.^  The  houses  of 
tories  were  spared,  and  great  numbers  of  loyalists 
joined  the  invaders  upon  their  return  towards  Jolins- 


^A  gorge  on  Uic  Mohawk  betwoen  tlie  present  toAvns  of  Palatine 
and  Root. 

"^Clinton  Papers,  No.  2,910.  Minute  details  of  this  invasion  are 
given  in  Stone's  Life  of  13 rant,  ii,  73,  and  in  Simms's  Schoharie  County, 
1).  348. 
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town.  In  tlio  nioantimo,  :i  (iiiantitv  of  jilatr  antl 
treasure  wliieli  had  hccn  Itiir'u'd  at  the  liaronial  liall 
Iiv  a  t'aitlit'ul  slave,  after  its  abandonment  in  ITTii,  was 
roeovered  Ity  Sir  J(din,  and  havini^  aeeonijilislK'd  the 
main  ohjoets  of  the  expedition,  lie  prepared  for  his 
return  to  Canachi.  Exeeptini,'"  ten  or  a  (h)zen  houses 
owned  hv  tories,  every  dwellini;:  on  the  route  of  the 
invaders,  on  the  north  hank  of  the  Moliawk,  t'oi-  :i 
distanee  of  over  ten  miles  had  heen  hurned;  many 
prisoners  were  taken,  and  numbers  of  negro  slaves 
were  reeovcred  hy  their  former  masters. 

( )n  the  rvrning  of  the  same  day.  Sir  John  retirnl  to 
Maylield,  where  he  eneamped.  On  the  first  day  he 
proeeeded  seven  miles,  and  on  the  seeond  fourteen,  his 
course  being  in  the  direction  of  Lake  (Miamplain.  A 
party  of  militia  under  Colonels  IIar[»er  and  Vrooman, 
and  a  body  of  troops  from  Schenectady  under  Colonel 
Van  Sehaiek,  undertook  to  pursue  him,  but  want  of 
provisions  delayed  their  movements  until  thry  were 
too  late  for  etteet.  Governor  Clinton  hasteni-d  fi-om 
Kingston  U])on  the  tirst  alarm,  and  with  such  troojis  as 
he  could  rally  in  Albany  and  Charlotte  counties, 
marched  to  Fort  George.  Ordering  ^fajor  Allen  and 
Colonel  AVaruer  to  meet  him  at  Ticonderoga,  with 
such  militia  as  could  be  rallied  on  the  Xew  Hami»- 
shire  Grants,  he  finally,  on  the  eighth  day  atter 
leaving  Kingston,  succeeded  in  crossing  Lake  (leorge, 
from  whence  he  hastened  to  Crown  Point;  but  the 
retreating  enemy   were   .safe  Iteyond    ]>ursnit.    ha\ing 
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embarked  six  lionrs  before  for  St.  John.'  Tlie  delay 
ill  procuring  boats  and  provisions  at  Lake  George  bad 
disa])i)ointed  bis  efforts,  and  after  taldng  measures  for 
covei'inu-  the  frontier  ao'aiust  furtber  inroad  from 
Canada,  be  returned," 

i*ul)Uc  rumor  bad  led  to  an  expectation  of  an  attack 
from  tlie  westward  under  Brant,  l)ut  if  tbis  bad 
originally  l)een  intended,  some  event  bad  tbus  far 
1  )ix'\-ented  its  execution.  Tbe  protection  of  tbe  ]SIobawk 
settlements  was,  bowever,  of  tbe  utmost  importance, 
and  tbe  condition  of  Fort  Scbuyler  especially  called 
for  pronn)t  action  on  tbe  part  of  tbe  commander-in- 
cbief  Tbe  militia  of  Tryon  county  liad  for  a  long 
period  been  rebed  upon  for  garrison  duty  at  tbis  post, 
and  tbe  dangers  tbat  bung  over  tbeir  families  made  tbese 
sokliers  restive  under  tbe  restraints  of  tbis  service,  and 
anxious  to  l)e  at  tbeii"  lionies  for  tbeir  protection.  Tbis 
feeling  liad  increased  until  it  almost  amounted  to  open 
mutiny,  and  eai'ly  in  tlie  summer.  General  Wasbiugton 
ordered  Colonel  Yan  Scbaick  witb  two  bundred  and 
Hfty  levies  to  ])i-ocee(1  tbitber.  Tbe  recent  movements 
of  tbe  enemy  liad  a])pe:ire(l  to  menace  tbis  post,  and 
common  prudence  demanded  tbat  it  should  be  secured 


'  Clinton  Papers,  2,972,  2,973.  The  governor  expressed  bis  gratifi- 
cation at  tlic  promptness  with  which  the  troops  from  the  Grants  were 
raised  and  marched  to  his  aid. 

2  Anecdotes  of  this  passage  down  the  lal^cs  by  Governor  Clinton, 
are  given  by  the  autlior  of  the  Scvagcnar)/  (edition  of  1866,  p.  177), 
but  with  a  mistake  in  the  time,  whicli  is  there  given  as  following  the 
invasion  of  October,  which  forms  the  principal  subject  of  this  volume. 
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against  a  surpri.so,  and  prdvisioiK-d  ai,^:iinst  (laiiLrcr 
fi'om  a  sioere.  Tlic  militia  w  ho  woro  sd  discoiitt'iitiMl  in 
garrison,  would  not  Ik-  tlu-  less  I'dialiK-  t'oi*  the  imlilic 
defense,  and  tliev  gladly  cndti-accd  the  oppoi-tunity  of 
guarding  tlie  minor  posts  that  were  seattered  tlu'ongh 
the  settlements,  and  nearer  their  own  homes.  Thi'ir 
discontent  was  in  no  degree  inspired  hy  cowardice, 
i)Ut  l»y  a  natural,  and  perhaps  pardonahk'  anxiety  to 
be  with  tlieir  families  wlio  Avere  constantly  in  danir^'r; 
and  frequently  driven  hy  real  or  false  alarms  to  seek 
refuii'e  in  their  hlock-liouses.  It  was  manifestly  the 
policy  of  the  enemy  to  mnUiply  these  alarms  hy  their 
small  parties,  scattered  along  the  borders  of  the  settle- 
ments, and  to  magnify  the  fears  of  the  inhabitants. 
In  this  thev  were  bnt  too  well  favored  bv  the  iiresenee 
of  the  disattected  families  in  the  eoimtry,  who  were 
willing  to  give  currency  to  every  rumoi-  tending  to 
their  interests,  whether  founded  upon  facts  or  tiction. 

The  larger  portion  of  the  Oneidas,  and  a  small  part 
of  the  Tuscaroras,  had  hitherto  remained  iVieiidly  to 
the  American  canse  ;  Init  the  intluence  of  Britisli  agents, 
and  of  the  other  tribes  of  the  Six  Xations  was  brought 
strongly  to  bear  upon  them,  to  induee  their  removal 
to  Niagara.  Sconondo,  a  leading  ehief,  was  impiisoned 
at  Niagara,  and  wrvy  argument  by  way  of"  threat  and 
promise,  was  used  to  etfect  this  en<l.  I'nder  this 
pressure,  and  to  secure  that  quict  which  was  denied 
them  in  their  own  settlements,  sonu*  evinced  a  willing- 
ness to  yield;    and  to  prevent  such    a  misfortune  about 
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four  Imndrod  of  tlicsc  people  were  removed  to  the 
neiglil)oilioo(l  of  Sdieiiectady  and  there  supported,  at 
the  puhhc  cost.^ 

The  movements  of  the  enemy  at  New  York,  and  the 
return  of  Sir  Henry  CHnton  from  his  successful  enter- 
prise  aijainst  Cliarleston,  were  additional  sources  of 
anxiety,  and  k'd  to  repeated  and  pressing  calls  for 
militia  to  assist  in  guarding  the  passes  of  the  High- 
lands. The  state  legislature,  therefore,  on  the  24th  of 
June  prodded  for  raising  a  force  hy  drafts  from  the 
militia  for  a  period  of  three  months,  and  General 
Jiohert  Van  Rensselaer,  who  had  recently  been  pro- 
moted from  a  colonel,  to  the  command  of  the  second 
brigade  of  Albany  county  militia,  was  ordered  to 
])roceed  to  Stone  Arabia  and  take  command  at  Fort 
Paris.2 


Ml)  July,  1780,  Jellis  Fonda  was  a  contractor  for  suppljnug  390 
rations  daily  to  destitute  Oneidas  and  Tuscaroras  at  Schenectady. 
'Vhv  cind(;rs  of  their  camp  fires  may  still  be  traced  on  the  brow  of  the 
iiills  southeast  of  the  city. 

We  find  notliing  among  the  Clinton  Papers  to  justify  the  statement 
of  Colonel  Stone  {Lift' of  Brant,  i,  55),  relative  to  the  destruction  of 
tl\e  Oneida  settlements  by  the  enemy  during  tlie  winter  of  1779-80, 
and  are  led  to  believe,  that  tlie  removal  of  these  people  to  a  place  of 
safety  in  the  interior,  was  a  measure  of  policy,  rather  than  of  actual 
necessity  from  the  presence  of  an  enemy.  Their  country  might  still 
be  justh^  spoken  of  as  abandoned  and  laid  waste,  their  industry  and 
prosi)erity  as  destroyi-d,  and  tlieir  condition  as  in  every  way  injured 
and  impoverished  In'  tlie  war. 

^This  was  a  block-house  surrounded  b}' a  stockade  situated  on  a 
swell  of  ground  about  half  a  mile  east  by  north  from  the  churches  at 
Stone  Arabia  in  tlie  town  of  Palatine.  The  surface  descends  from 
this  ])oint,  northward  towards  the  valley  of  Garoga  creek  and  south- 
ward to  the  Mohawk,  and  it  is  the  most  elevated  place  within  several 
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Early  in  July  large  bodios  of  the  enemy  were  reported 
as  seen  near  the  old  Oneida  eastle  ;  luit  iiothini^  <U'tinite 
was  discovered,  nor  is  thru-  jiresenec  there  at  that  time 
certainly  known. 

Lurkins;  parties  of  the  enemy  were  continnally 
prowlinij  alonii'  the  tVonticr>.  and  an  occasional  fin-,  or 
murder,  and  the  sudden  disapi>earance  of  individuals 
as  |)risoners,  kept  the  troops  on  tlic  alert,  and  tIm' 
country  in  frequent  alarm.  The  cultivation  of  the 
fields,  except  in  tlie  vicinity  of  hlock-houses,  was 
necessarily  alnmdoned ;  and  the  transportation  of 
sujiplies  for  the  forts  was  never  attempted  without  a 
militarv  miard. 

On  the  2()th  of  July,  a  ]ar2:e  party  of  the  enemy, 
chietlv  Indians,  and  said  to  I)e  eiu'ht  Inmdrcd  stronc:, 
under  Brant,  witli  several  British  officers,  ajjpeared 
before  Fort  Schuyler,  killed  several  horses  and  cattle 
in  the  adjacent  fields,  and  hegan  a  fire  of  musketry 
upon  the  fort,  which  they  continued  until  nine  o'clock 
in  the  evening.  The  news  of  this  e\ent,  reaehiiig 
General  Van  Rensselaer  at  Stone  Aral>ia,  lie  imme- 
diately set  out  for  the  relief  of  the  place,  and  for  the 
purpose    of    guarding    several    bateaux    laden     ^\ith 


miles  of  the  locality.  The  block-house  after  l)eing  removed  and  used 
many  j'earsas  a  bam  has  disappeared,  leaving  in  the  open  fields  only 
a  single  aged  fruit  tree  to  mark  the  vicinity  of  this  place  of  refuge  for 
the  surrounding  settlenunts.  Fort  Paris  was  named  in  lionor  of 
Isaac  Paris,  an  Engli>li  emigrant,  wiio  settled  in  Tryon  ((Minty  a  few 
years  before  the  revolution,  was  naturalized  Marcli  20lli,  1702,  and 
fell  in  the  battle  of  Oriskany  in  August  1777,  wliile  serving  as  colonel 
of  militia. 
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provisions  then  on  tlioir  way  np  the  river.  To  assist  in 
tliis  service,  nearly  evei-y  able  l)odied  man  in  the 
vicinity  of  Canajoharie  was  called  out.  It  was 
currently  reported  that  tlie  fort  was  ahont  to  he 
invested  Ijy  a  force  of  British  regulars,  and  it  was  felt 
that  every  exertion  must  he  made  for  the  safety  of 
that  important  post/  Threats  were  also  circulated  l)y 
the  enemy,  that  the  convoys  of  the  boats  would  l)C 
attacked,  and  the  cargoes  destroyed. 

Meanwliile  the  savages,  having  effected  this  diversion 
from  their  real  point  of  attack,  made  a  circuit  to  tlie 
south  (at  the  same  time  observing  without  alarming 
the  ti'oops  on  their  way  up  the  river),  and  came  down 
on  the  Canajoharie  settlements  on  the  2d  of  August, 
stealthily,  but  with  destructive  energy. 

This  })lace  liad  l>een  the  home  of  Brant  before  the 
wai-,  and  doubtless  many  of  his  followers  were  like 
him,  refugees  t>om  the  places  they  now  saw  occupied 
and  enjoyed  by  others.  Finding  it  impossil)le  to 
reco^'C]'  their  lost  possessions,  they  resolved  to  make 
their  destrucfion  thorough, 

Scattering  liis  forces  so  as  to  set  fire  to  many  houses 
at  the  same  instant,  the  chieftain  Brant,  began  a  work 
of  desolation  with  nothing  to  stay  his  progress,  ;uul  in 
a  brief  space  of  time,  accomplished  his  mission  and 
retired,  A  report,  made  two  Aveeks  after  and  upon 
careful  incpury,  returned  seventeen  as  killed,  two  as 


'  Clinton  Papers,  No.  ;],tl 
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sc-al[ie'(l  1111(1  tlion  liviiii!;,  fortv-oiit'  i>risi»iH'i-s  led  iiilt> 
c;i]iti\itv,  titty-two  lioiises  and  forty-two  1>ariis,  a  rlmrcli 
and  a  urist  mill  ImriuMl,  throe  liuiidri-tl  i-attlo  and 
liorscs  killed  or  di-iveii  otf,  and  all  tlie  wagons  and 
tariiiinir  iniiilonuMits  hurned.  Kverv  tliiiiu'  was  hTul 
wat^tc  except  the  gi-owing  crops,  and  tliere  remained 
no  means  of  liarvesting  tliese.  The  ruin  extended 
several  miles  along  the  south  hank  of  the  Mohawk. 

A  portion  of  the  families  found  refuge  in  Foil  I'laiik, 
which  was  not  attacked.  Most  of  the  prisoners  taken 
were  women  and  ehiUlreii,  a  few  of  whom  were  sent 
back,  hut  the  greater  portion  enduivd  a  long  and 
painful  captivity.^ 

The  smoke  of  the  hurning  settlement  was  seen  at  a 
distance  of  four  miles,  by  an  armed  party  in  eharge 
of  some  laden  bateaux,  and  by  the  iidiabitants  of 
Johnstown;  but  before  they  could  hasten  to  the  relief 
of  the  inhabitants  the  destruction  was  eomi>lete,  ami 
its  authors  on  their  way  to  the  Sus(piehannali.  A 
branch  of  this  exitcdition  at  about  the  sanu'  time  fell 
upon  a  settlement  on   the  Xorman's  Kill,  in   Alhany 


1 A  list  of  these  prisoners  with  their  a-^es  and  remarks,  is  fouiul  in 
the  Clinton  Paperx,  No.  3,127.  Tliere  were  11  boys,  2  old  uieii,  2(J 
girls  iimler  20,  and  10  women. 

Cornplauler.  tlie  eeleliralcd  half-hreed  Seneea  chief  was  in  this  ex- 
pedition. Among  the  prisoners  taken  was  his  own  father,  a  wliile 
man  named  O'Bail.  Having  marched  liim  ten  or  Iwilve  mdes,  lie 
made  himself  known,  and  allowed  liim  the  allernalive  of  joining  his 
fortunes  with  his  red  son,  or  of  returning  lioine.  lie  preferred  the 
latter,  and  was  escorted  back  in  safety  to  the  settlements.— /.//V  of 
Mary  Jemison.     Stone'H  Life  of  Bnint,  ii,  127. 
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county,  and  burned  twenty  houses.  General  Van 
licnsselaer  liavinji:  in  tlie  meantime  delivered  his 
charo^e  at  Fort  Rchuyler,  returned.  Tidino-s  of  the 
disaster  were  quickly  conveyed  to  Albany,  and  General 
Ten  Brocek  ordered  a  laro'e  detachment  of  militia  from 
Albany  and  Schenectad}-,  to  hasten  up  the  valley  for 
the  relief  of  the  distressed  inhabitants. 

On  the  5th  of  August,  fi^'e  hundred  troops  of  the 
Massachusetts  levies  were  ordered  to  march  for  the 
protection  of  the  Mohawk  settlements,^  and  measures 
were  speedily  taken  for  supplying  the  immediate 
wants  of  sucli  families  as  had  escaped  captivity  with 
the  loss  of  every  thing.  The  troops  as  they  arrived, 
were  stationed  so  as  to  protect  them  in  harvesting  their 
grain,  for  present  subsistence. 

A  period  of  comparative  tranquility  now  followed, 
and  the  harvest,  which  was  unusually  bountiful  this 
season,  was  secured  without  further  molestation  from  the 
enemy.  On  the  first  of  September,  Colonel  Malcom's 
corps  was  sent  by  General  Wasliington  for  the  defense 
of  the  frontiers,  and  the  relief  of  the  German  Flatts 
and  Fort  Schuyler,  and  a  j»art  of  the  militia  who  had 
been  called  out  for  a  short  pei-iod  returned  home. 
Vague  rumors  of  danger  Avere,  however,  at  times 
circulated  througli  the  country,  and  small  parties 
appeared   frequently  upon  the   frontiers,    committing 


'  The  number  of  Massachusetts  troops  that  were  actually  sent  up 
the  MohaAvk  Valley,  was  considerably  less  than  this  number.  We 
have  not  met  with  any  specific  statements  of  their  force. 
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hostilities   as    riivuiiistaiic-cs  lUv«>iV(l,    luit    not   alwavs 
witli  iin}»unity. 

One  ot"  tin-  ludst  lic'ioir  iiicitK-nts  \vlii«li  tin-  annals 
of  tliis  period  rooord,  oc-c-unvd  on  the  last  day  of 
Auo^ii.^t,  ahont  t'onr  miles  northeast  of  Fort  Payton. 
A  partv  oousistinu:  of  fortv-eiurht  Indians  and  ri<rhteen 
wliites  siiddeidy  fell  iijion  a  farmer  named  John 
Christian  Sliell,  Avho  was  lahorin^-  witli  his  six  s(»ns 
in  a  tield.  The  latter  snceoeded  in  reaehini;  their 
house,  execptiiiix  two  little  hoys  eiirht  yeai-s  ol<l.  who 
were  captured.  The  house  was  huilt  lor  defense,  and  its 
occupants  ineludingtlielioroie  wife  made  a  most  resolute 
resistance,  in  which  without  fui-thei-  loss  to  themselves, 
tliey  killed  eleven  and  wounded  six  or  seven  of  the 
euemv.  Their  leader,  one  Donald  MeDonald,  heiiiir 
wounded  at  the  dt)or,  was  drairuvd  in  hv  the  familv, 
and  their  house  thus  secured  against  heing  hurned  hy 
the  assailant?!.  The  unequal  contest  contiinied  several 
hours,  when  the  enemy  retired,  and  the  lamily  liaving 
provided  food  for  their  prisoner  witlidrew  to  Foi-t 
Davton,  and  the  next  dav  the  wounded  w  ho  liad  heen 
left  on  the  premises  were  hrought  in.'  A  ]iarty  was 
sent  in  })ursuit  of  the  enemy,  hut  returncij  without 
success.  The  two  little  sons  of  Mr.  Shell  returned 
after  a  long  captivity.  Ife  was  himself  killed  the  next 
year  hy  an  enemy  lurking  in  amhush. 


•Full  details  of  this  event  arc  given  in  Ikutona  Ilirkinur  ('omit!/, 
p.  93,  but  under  an  erroneous  date.  A  version  in  rliynie  is  foinid  in 
CampfMir-s  Tryon  County  (1831).  p.  71. 
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The  difficulties  attending-  tlie  maintenance  of  the 
army,  were  at  tliis  period  greatly  enhanced  hy  the 
depreciation  of  the  paper  cnrrencv  that  had  heen  issued 
by  congress,  and  which  had  fallen  since  the  autumn  of 
1777,  from  par  to  two  and  a  half  per  cent.  This 
rendered  it  necessary  l'<»r  the  states  to  levy  taxes  in 
kind,  for  whatever  ai'ticles  were  of  greatest  necessity 
for  the  ti'oops.  The  governor  of  Xew  York  was 
anlhorized  to  issue  press  warrants  for  takijig  cattle, 
Hour,  grain,  teams  and  lahor,  as  the  emergencies  of 
the  service  required;  aiid  this  harsh  expedient  w^as 
employed  many  times  during  the  summer,  when 
prompt  action  could  not  otherwise  be  secured.  The 
destitution  of  the  armv,  which  at  this  time  formed  a 
most  serious  obstacle  in  its  o})eration?!,  was  not  so  much 
due  to  al)Solute  want  of  sup})lies  in  the  country,  as  to 
diihculties  attending  their  collection  and  transportation. 

'^riie  maintenance  of  a  garrison  at  Fort  Sclmylcr,  was 
regarded  as  essential  to  the  protection  of  the  Mohawk 
fi'ontier;  and  the  only  practicable  route  for  trans- 
portation l)eing  the  Mohawk  river,  it  was  highly 
important  that  the  Avinter  sn])]ilies  sliould  be  forwarded 
befoi'C  the  i-i ver  was  closed  by  ice.  The  boats  used  in  this 
service  always  re(|uired  a  con\'oy,  and  the  navigation, 
interrupted  by  frequent  rapids  and  a  portage,  was 
attended  wdth  great  labor. 

The  conduct  of  some  of  the  jiublic  leaders  in  Cum- 
berland county  was  at  this  period  in  the  highest 
degree  eml)arrassing  to  Governor  Chnton,  and  led  to 
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serious  suspicions  of  treaclierv  in  tlio  mind  of  General 
Wasliington.  Tlie  party  who  were  endeavorino;  to 
establish  an  independent  state  government,  in  deiiance 
of  the  authority  of  Xew  York,  appeared  to  be  in 
communication  with  the  enemy,  for  purposes  wliirli 
could  not  be  ascertained,  and  under  circumstances 
which  led  to  the  worst  conjectures  as  to  their  motives 
and  designs.  The  conduct  of  Colonel  Ethan  Allen 
was  especially  censured,  and  so  far  did  these  suspicions 
of  treachery  gain  credit,  that  the  commander-in-chief 
issued  orders  to  General  Schuyler,  then  at  Saratoija, 
to  arrest  a  certain  person,  in  the  event  of  certain 
contingencies,  which  however  did  not  occur. 

These  determined  advocates  of  a  new  state  ora-ani- 
zation  declared  themselves  ready  for  any  alliance  that 
would  favor  their  end,  and  under  the  pretext  of 
negotiating  for  the  release  of  prisoners,  engaged  in  a 
correspondence  ^\•hicll  has  scarcely  been  justified  by 
any  apology  of  their  friends.  Occurring  at  this 
juncture,  when  liarmony  and  confidence  were  of  the 
greatest  importance,  it  proved  a  source  of  anxiety  and 
embarrassment  injurious  to  the  pnblic  welfare,  and 
encouraging  to  the  enemy.  Yet  in  anticipation  of 
coming  fiivors,  the  enemy  spared  the  inhabitants  of 
the  '■'  Grants ""  manv  of  the  e^^ls  thev  mi«:ht  have  easilv 
inflicted,  and  which  were  felt  with  increased  severity 
by  the  unha])i>v  citizens  of  northern  Xew  York. 

Uurino-  the  earlv  part  of  the  autumn  of  1780,  tlie 
return   of  a  scont,   or  of  a  jirisoner  escaped  from  the 
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enemy,  brono-lit  intelligence  from  time  to  time,  of 
some  liostile  design  in  preparation  in  Canada;  Lnt 
tliesc  rnmors  ^vere  ^'agne  and  disconnected,  and  nothing 
transpired  to  indicate  any  particular  point  of  danger. 
These  rumors  niiglit  be  merely  founded  upon  some 
de^dce  intended  to  mislead  the  military  authorities, 
and  distress  the  inhal)itants  with  constant  alarms,  and 
nothing  positive  could  he  ascertained  relative  to  the 
intentions  of  the  enemy.  Hostile  parties  appearing  at 
widely  distant  points,  and  occasionally  a  murder,  the 
disappearance  of  a  person  as  a  prisoner,  or  tlie  burning 
of  a  house,  kept  the  troops  at  the  various  stations  on 
the  alert,  and  rendered  the  designs  of  the  enemy  more 
difficult  to  determine. 

One  of  these  parties  appeared  at  Shawangunk  on 
the  18th  of  September,  attacked  the  house  of  Colonel 
Johannis  Jansen,  killed  and  scalped  two  young 
women  and  an  old  man,  and  carried  away  three  negro 
slaves.  Two  regiments  of  militia  were  ordered  in 
pursuit,  Init  found  no  trace  of  the  assailants,  who  were 
believed  t(t  be  tories,  and  former  residents  of  the 
district. 

The  earlier  invasions  of  this  season,  and  pul)lic 
business  de] tending  in  congress  upon  the  action  of 
New  York,  inadc  it  necessary  to  call  an  extra  session 
of  the  legislature,  which  met  in  I'oughkeepsie  on  the 
7th  of  September.  Tn  his  opening  message,  the 
governor  stated  the  insufHciency  of  the  force  on  the 
frontiers,    Ibr  their  adequate  defense,    the   embarrass- 
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ments  atteiuliiiii'  onlistiiK'nts  in  tlir  Coiitiiii'iilal  scrv'ut', 
tlic  (lodtitutioii  t)t"  the  ariiiv,  and  tin.'  necessity  of 
granting  more  nowoi-  to  congress.  The  Artii-los  .4' 
Confederation  tlien  undtr  consideration  liail  not  vet 
been  ratitied,  and  the  i'cneral  conijfress  had  liitlierto 
been  able  oidv  to  recommend  to  the  several  stiites, 
such  measures  as  it  should  itself  have  had  the  power 
to  enforce.  This  session  of  the  legislature  ended  on 
the  10th  of  October,  and  was  chietly  occuiiiod  in 
consideriuii;  the  militarv  necessities  of  tlic  dav.  It 
le\'icd  taxes  upon  the  several  counties  payable  in  cattle 
and  «;rain,  extended  former  laws  authori/Zniir  the 
impress  of  articles  needed  in  the  service,  provided  for 
completing  the  state  quota  in  the  Continental  army, 
and  gave  to  the  governor  all  needed  powers  for  the 
full  control  of  the  militia. 

Under  this  law,  passed  September  20th,  the  governor 
could  order  into  the  service  from  time  to  time  as  he 
misrbt  deem  necessarv,  such  numbers  of  the  militia  as 
might  be  required  for  the  defense  of  the  frontiers.  The 
men  were  to  be  drawn  bv  classes,  were  to  ])e  held  for 
fortv-five  davs  from  the  time  of  their  assemblinir,  and 
in  matters  relating  to  discipline,  pay  and  rations,  were 
placed  on  a  par  with  the  Continental  troctps.  The  ad 
embraced  the  necessary  regulations  for  enforcing  tlu' 
call  bv  lines  and  forfeitures,  for  the  commutation  of 
quakers,  and  other  details  necessarv  for  its  suceessfid 
operation. 

In   view  of  the  ex]iosed  condition   of  nortliern  Xew 

G 
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York,  and  the  importance  of  protecting  the  supplies  of 
that  region,  n|ion  wliich  tlie  troops  main]}'  rehed  for 
subsistence  during  the  coming  winter;  hut  before  any 
further  hostihties  were  known  to  be  in  actual  prepara- 
tion, Brigadier  General  James  Clinton  was  assigned 
by  General  Washington  to  the  command  at  Albany, 
and  he  was  authorized  by  his  brother  the  governor  to 
call  upon  Generals  Ten  Broeck  and  Van  Kensselaer 
for  such  assistance  as  their  brigades  might  be  able  to 
render  in  case  of  need. 

Oil  the  1st  of  Octol)er,  General  Schuyler  informed 
the  o-overnor  by  letter,  of  certain  indications  of  an 
a|»proaching  invasion  by  way  of  Lake  Champlain,  and 
on  the  6th,  a  number  of  citizens  of  Tryon  county 
united  in  a  petition  for  immediate  assistance,  to 
]tro])aro  against  an  attack  from  the  westward.  From 
iiitclligcncc  which  had  been  received,  it  appeared  quite 
certain,  tliat  a  laro'e  force  of  the  enemv  under  Sir  John 
Johnson,  lintler  and  Brant,  had  six  days  before  left 
Niagara,  and  were  then  on  their  way  to  Oneida.  On 
the  10th,  an  Indian  deserter  arrived  at  Fort  Schuyler 
with  news  that  the  enemy  were  approaching  in  con- 
sideral>le  force,  with  the  view  of  attacking  Stone 
Aral)ia,  and  ultimately  Fort  Schuyler.  He  stated  that 
they  were  furnished  with  mortars  and  cannon,  with 
shells  in  large  quantities;  and  to  contirm  his  statement 
he  exhibited  a  live  inch  shell  which  he  had  brouo'ht 
with  him  in  his  blanket. 

Major  JFughes  in  command  at  that  post,  immediately 
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roiiiiinini.-atrd  (liis  itit(.'Uii;viu-i- ;  tlu'  scvrral  ^•al•^isl>lls 
thioiiiiliDnt  tlio  valK'v  wcro  plat-cd  «»ii  their  u-iiartl 
against  a  sui-pi-isc,  and  dcfacliinciits  (.f  militia  \wvv 
called  (tut. 

T]\(.'  force   repoi'ted   as  a])[»roae]iinii-  by  way  <>r  Lake 
Clianiplain,  eonsistcdofabouta  tlioiisand  incn,  ro!j:ulai-s, 
loyalists  and  Indians  under  ^fajor  Chnsb>plior  C'arleton, 
of  the  2!Hli  ivii-inient.     He  eanie  ii[>  tlie  lake  from  St. 
dolm's  Avitli    a    lleet  of  eiii-lit   vessels    and    twentv-six 
boats,    and   having-    landed  in    South    Bay,    su<ldenlv 
appeared  before  Foi-t  Ann  on  the  lOtli  of  ( )(tol)er,  and 
demanded    its  surrender.     The    garrison  consisted    of 
seventy-five  men,  olfieers  included,  under  the  command 
of  Adiel  Sherwood,  captain  of  one  of  the  ivginients 
of  levies  raised  the  summer  previous  to  reinforce  the 
Continental    army,      lie  had    liut    a  scanty  supply  of 
ammunition,  and    being  unwilling  to    exasperate    the 
enemy    by    using   -vvliat    little    he    had,   after    a    short 
consultation  among  the  otticers,  he  surrendered  himself 
and   men    prisoners  of  war,  reserving  oidy  the  liberty 
of  sending  the  \\-omeii  and  children  to  their  respective 
homes,'     I'liistbi't,  which  wasonlva  blo<'k-lioii>e  indcK 
l>nilt  of  logs  and   eiicio.-ed   by  a  stockade,  N\as  bui-ncd, 
and  mai'auding  parties  were  sent  out,  who  burnt  and 
destroyed  portions   of  the   settlements   of  ivingsl)ury, 


*  Captain  Slienvoud  had  prt'viousl}'  been  a  lii-uti'iiaiit  in  tiii- Isl 
Continental  battalion,  but  resigned  May  10,  ITHO,  and  on  the  IHth  of 
July  was  ai>pf)inte(l  to  llio  eoniniand  above  stated.  In  a  letter  written 
by  him  Avhile  a  prisoner,  he  says  that  tlie  force  appeariu?;  before  hiui 
at  Fort  Ann,  consisted  of  778  men,  chielly  British  regulars. 
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Queeiisbuiy  and  Fort  Edward.'  The  smoke  of  these 
buniiiigs  and  the  reports  of  refugees  driven  in  Ijy  the 
enemy,  gave  information  at  Fort  Edward  of  the  ravages 
that  were  being  committed  above ;  bnt  Colonel  Living- 
ston was  not  in  force  to  march,  and  no  relief  was  to  be 
had  nearer  than  from  the  Albany  militia.^ 

Major  Carleton  appeared  before  Fort  George  on 
the  11th,  bnt  not  withont  some  loss  by  the  fire  of 
the  garrison.  This  post  was  commanded  by  Captain 
Jolm  Chipman,  of  the  second  Continental  battalion, 
and  his  troops  about  forty  in  mimber,  were  chiefly 
composed  of  drafts  from  the  militia  classes,  ft'om 
the  neighboring  towns  of  Charlotte  county.  He 
was  not  in  condition  for  vigorous  resistance,  or  a 
protracted  siege ;  and  no  relief  being  in  prospect  he 
surrendered  upon  terms  similar  to  those  that  had  been 
granted  at  Fort  Ann.  The  prisoners  were  transferred 
to  the  vessels  on  Lake  Cham]>lain,  and  the  fort  was 
destroyed.  Ensign  Barrett  was  permitted  to  return 
with  his  I'amily  and  the  regimental  books,  upon 
giving  his  j)arole,  and  two  wagons  were  allowed  for 
the  women  and  children  and  their  effects.^ 


'  Petition  for  exemption  from  taxes  in  Charlotte  county,  Jan.  23, 1781, 
Lerjisldtlve  Papers,  No.  3,422. 

2  Fort  Edward  was  temporarily  abandoned  upon  this  occasion,  but 
the  enemy  appeared  not  to  know  it,  and  made  no  attempt  to  occupy 
or  destroy  it. 

3  A  deserter  named  Van  Deusen  reported  a  horrid  case  of  torture 
inflictted  upon  a  soldier  in  revenge  for  the  death  of  an  Indian ;  but 
the  charge  was  repelled  in  a  subsequent  correspondence  with  Colonel 
Gansevoort.  The  letters  exchanired  upon  this  and  other  subjects, 
are  given  in  Stone's  Life  of  Brant,  ii,  12!). 
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A  bniiK-h  «•!'  this  exjioditiuii,  cuiisistiiig  of  about 
four  liundivd  iv«i;ul;u's,  tories  and  Tudiaus,  utidov  flic 
command  oi'  Major  .lolin  Mnni(»,  a  torv,  fornu'ilv  a 
merchant  at  Schonootady,  havini;-  h'ft  tlnii-  boatn  at 
tlie  lu'ad  of  liulwagu^a  bay  near  Crown  Point,  i>ro- 
ceeded  by  an  interior  route  west  of  Lake  CJeorii-e,  witli 
the  oi-iijiual  intention,  as  is  believed,  of  sui-prisini; 
Schenectady.  "Wliatevt-r  may  liave  been  the  inten(k'd 
point  of  attack,  the  information  obtained  by  tlieir 
scouts,  or  otlier  reasons,  decided  them  to  i^'oceod  no 
further  tlmn  the  Ballston  settlement. 

There  was  at  this  time  a  "fort"  of  oak  lu_t;s 
surrounded  by  a  «tockade  and  ]»rovided  with  loop 
holes  for  musketry.  It  stood  at  the  southwest  corner 
of  the  scjuare,  at  Academy  hill,  and  hail  bten 
garrisoned  live  days  before  by  a  small  party  of 
Schenectady  militia.  The  enemy  decided  not  to 
spend  time  in  attackinsi'  tliis,  l>nt  found  a  eonvenieiit 
opportunity  for  sur[»rising  several  families  in  their 
houses,  and  of  executing  their  destruetive  mission 
upon  the  devoted  settlement. 

The  first  attack  was  nuide  under  the  gui<lance  of 
one  McDonald,  a  torv  refugee  from  this  neighborhood, 
upon   tli<'   liouse  of  Mr.  James  Gordon,'   a  worthy  and 


1  General  Gordon  was  at  this  period  a  member  of  assembly,  in 
which  offiee  he  served  nine  years.  From  17!)1  In  17i».">  In- was  in 
conjrress,  and  from  17i>7  to  1H04,  he  was  state  senator,  lie  <lied  at 
Ballston,  January  17,  1810.  A  brief  notice  of  this  revolutionary 
patriot,  is  found  in  the  Albany  Gazette,  January  I'J,  ISIO.  We  are 
indebted  to  the  Hon.  George  G.  Scott  of  Hallston,  for  most  of  the 
above  details. 
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uitiueiitial  citizen,  wlio.se  strong*  adherence  to  the  Con- 
tinental cause,  had  made  him  particnhirl}'  obnoxious 
to  the  tories.  As  liis  ch)ck  was  striking  the  midniglit 
hour  on  the  night  of  October  IGth,  he  was  awakened 
by  tlie  crash  of  windows  broken  in  with  bayonets,  and 
in  a  l>rief  sj)ace  of  time  he  and  several  persons  in  his 
employment  were  secured,  and  his  house  pillaged  by 
the  Indians.  Having  killed  one  man,  wounded 
another  as  they  supposed  mortally,  and  captured 
twenty-two  prisoners  in  the  settlement,  they  set  out 
to  return;  but  lingered  for  some  time  in  the  north- 
west corner  of  the  town.  They  then  retired  along  an 
Indian  trail  wliich  led  up  the  Hudson,  and  along  the 
route  by  wliich  they  came.  Fearing  an  attack,  Major 
Munro  issued  an  order  for  the  prisoners  to  be  instantly 
killed  in  case  there  was  the  least  prospect  of  their 
being  rescued.  For  this  atrocious  order,  he  was 
disgracefully  dismissed  from  the  service  upon  his 
return  to  Canada.  From  their  first  night's  encamp- 
ment, three  of  the  wounded  prisoners  were  allowed  to 
return,  and  they  narrowly  escaped  an  ambuscade  that 
had  l)een  laid  for  the  enemy.  The  party  were  eight 
days  in  i-eturning  to  their  boats,  from  whence  they 
continued  to  Montreal.  Mr.  Gordon  was  held  nearly 
two  years  as  a  ])risoner  in  Canada. 

A  party  consisting  of  about  two  hundred,  chiefly 
Indians,  under  Major  ITanghton,  of  the  53d,  had  set 
out  about  the  same  time  from  Canada,  to  fall  upon 
the  upper  settlements  of  the  Connecticut  valley.     They 
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succectlod  ill  liurninii'  si-vi'nil  lioii.^os,  mid  in  fuiTvinii: 
tliirtv-two  inlial)itants  into  i-aittivitv. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  enoniv  \vhi>  had  liccn  i'i'|)ortt'd 
as  in  loree  at  Onoida  Lake,  crossed  over  to  the  valK-y 
of  the  Sn^^qiiehanna.  T]\v\  hei-c  lu-ohahly  received 
reintbreenienls  tVoin  Xiapira  h_v  wav  nf  the  'I'ioi^a 
route,  and  proeeeiK'd  up  thi-  eastern  hranch  in  the 
direetion  of  Sehoharie,  Avitli  the  x'ww  ut"  snrprisint;  tlie 
posts,  and  destroying  the  settlements  of  that  vaUey. 
This  foree,  under  the  eomnumd  of  Sii-dohn  dolnison, 
was  eomposed  of  reffuhirs,  tories  and  Indians,  and  was 
reported  to  l»e  from  eight  hunthed  to  a  thonsand 
strong.^  Sir  John  was  accouipanii'd  hy  Colonel  l^ntlei- 
and  Captain  IJrant.  and  many  of  his  men  wei'e 
intimately  acquainted  witli  the  topography  of  the 
country  through  which  they  were  to  jiass,  having 
formerly  resided  in  tlie  valley. 

"We  have  already  noticed  tliat  the  Schoharie  settle- 
ments were  at  this  period  protected  hy  three  ft)rts. 
The  upper  fort,  completed  in  1778,-  was  a  one  story 
dwelling  owned  hy  John  Feeck,  enclosed  hy  a 
stockade,  and  a  hreast  \\ork.  Tt  stood  near  the 
upper  part  of  the  neighhorhood  known  as  ^'l•oomal^8 
land,  al)out  five  miles  west  of  south  from  Middlehnrgli. 


>Tbc  enemy's  foire  umkr  Sir  Jolm  .Jolmsun  was  npDrlcd  l»y 
Governor  Clinton,  in  writing  to  General  Washinirton  aliout  a  Inrt- 
niglit  after,  to  consist  of  750  picked  troops  from  tlic  '2<)lli  ami  .'Mili 
British  regiments,  IFcssian  yagers,  Sir  Jolin's  corps,  Hiilicr's  rangers, 
and  Brant's  ci)ri)s  of  Indians  and  tories. 

2 The  land  on  which  this  fort  stood,  is  now  owned,  it  is  believed,  hy 
a  descendant  of  tlw  ]>rnpri(tnr  in  1780. 
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The  middle  fort  was  at  the  present  villao-e  of 
Middleburffh,  from  which  tlie  latter  derived  its  name. 
It  stood  about  half  a  mile  east  of  north  from  the 
hrido;e,  and  was  built  around  a  two  story  stone  house 
then  owned  by  John  Becker.  It  was  a  stockade, 
enclosing  about  half  an  acre  within  the  pickets,  with 
block-houses  mounted  with  small  cannon  upon  two 
of  its  angles.  From  its  central  position  it  was  usually 
the  headquarters  of  the  commandant  of  the  Schoharie 
posts,  and  was  at  this  time  garrisoned  l>y  about  two 
hundred  state  troops,  under  the  command  of  Major 
Melancton  L.  AVoolsey.^  This  fort  was  built  in  1777, 
and  like  the  former,  every  vestige  has  long  since 
disappeared,  excepting  a  small  part  of  the  original 
building. 

The  lower  fort,  finished  in  1778,  had  also  a  stockade 


^This  officer  was  appointed  major  in  a  regiment  of  levies  for  tlve 
defense  of  tlie  frontiers,  on  the  1st  of  July,  1780,  and  subsequently 
became  a  brigadier  general  of  militia.  By  an  unfortunate  turn  in 
trade  lie  became  involved,  and  in  1785,  was  a  petitioner  for  relief  by 
an  act  of  insolvency.  On  the  7tli  of  March  he  was  appointed  county 
clerk  of  Clinton  county  upon  its  organization,  and  he  continued  to 
hold  this  office  twenty  years.  After  a  long  residence  in  Plattsburgh, 
he  removed  to  Trenton  in  Oneida  county,  where  he  died  June  20, 
1819,  in  his  sixty-third  year.  He  was  the  father  of  the  late  Commo- 
dore Melancton  T.  Woolsey  of  the  navy.  The  confidence  with  which 
Major  Woolsey  continued  to  be  held  liy  Governor  Clinton,  and  the 
appointments  he  received  at  his  hand,  sufficiently  discredit  the 
traditional  stories  that  have  been  published  concerning  his  alleged 
deportment  upon  the  occasion  of  Sir  John  Johnson's  attack  upon 
the  middle  fort  at  Schoharie.  These  statements  were  evidentlj-  not 
reported,  or  if  told  were  not  believed,  at  that  period. 

Major  Woolsey's  Aveekly  return  of  the  Schoharie  forts,  dated 
September  27,  1780,  gave  a  total  of  225,  under  Captains  Lansing, 
Muller,  Foord,  Poole  and  Bogart. 
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with  two  block-lionses  mounted  with  small  cannon. 
It  enclosed  a  stone  church,  still  standing  a  mile  north 
of  Schoharie  Court-house/  and  also  enclosed  an  area 
of  about  half  an  acre.  Alono-  the  west  side  of  the 
enclosure  were  small  huts  built  of  rough  boards,  for 
the  accommodation  of  families,  and  for  the  shelter  of 
their  most  valuable  eflects.  It  was  about  six  miles 
down  the  valley,  north  of  the  middle  fort,^  and  was  at 
this  period  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Yolkert 
Yeeder.'^ 

The  approach  of  the  enemy  had  been  conducted 
^xiih.  as  much  secrecy  as  possible,  but  two  Oneidas 
having  deserted,  brought  in  the  intelligence  of  their 
movements.  It  had  been  expected  that  the  first  attack 
would  be  made  upon  the  upper  fort. 

Early  in  the  morning  on  the  ITth  of  October,  the 
enemy  were  discovered  passing  at  some  distance  from 
the  upper  fort.  A  signal  gun  was  fired  to  notify  the 
posts  below  of  this  movement,  and  their  garrisons 
hastened  to  make  such  preparations  for  defense  as 
their  situation  allowed.  Xo  attempt  was  made  by  the 
enemy  to  molest  the  upper  fort ;  but  finding  themselves 
discovered,  and  secrecy  no  longer  possible,  they  began 
at  once  their  work  of  devastation,  by  setting  fire  to 


1  This  building  is  now  owned  by  the  state,  and  is  used  as  an  annory. 

^Siinms'sIIisfort/  of  Scholia rie  County,  p.  269-371. 

^This  officer  was  commissioned  as  lieutenant  colonel,  April  4, 
1778,  and  resigned  March  13,  1781.  He  Avas  six  yetirs  a  member  of 
assembly,  and  subsequently  held  the  rank  of  brigadier  general  in  Die 
militia.     He  died  February  23,  1813. 
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buildings,  barns  and  stacks  of  grain.  ]Most  of  the 
inhabitants  had  removed  their  famiUes  to  the  forts, 
and  only  went  out  to  the  harvest  fields  armed,  and  in 
parties  of  sufficient  force  to  guard  against  sui-prise. 
As  it  was  still  early  in  the  morning,  none  had  gone 
out,  and  but  few  individuals  remained  at  their  homes. 
These  were  chiefly  those  who  secretly  sympathised 
with  the  loyalists,  and  their  property  was  for  this 
reason  mostly  spared  by  the  invaders,  but  only  to 
await  destruction  at  the  hands  of  their  indignant 
neighbors,  after  the  enemy  were  gone. 

It  was  a  cold  autumnal  day,  and  the  driving  north- 
west wind,  often  laden  with  sleet,  served  to  fan  and 
spread  the  fires  which  the  enemy  set  to  the  abandoned 
property  of  the  settlers. 

Soon  after  the  first  alarm,  a  party  of  nineteen 
volunteers  was  sent  out  from  the  middle  fort,  to 
ascei'tain  its  cause ;  but  soon  returned,  having  narrowly 
escaped  being  surrounded  and  cut  off".^  The  enemy 
soon  appeared  before  the  fort,  and  some  skirmishing 
ensued  between  their  advanced  forces  and  small  parties 
of  the  garrison,  luit  without  loss  on  either  side. 

Colonel  Johnson  then  Ijrought  up  a  small  mortar 
and  a  brass  three  pounder  field  piece,  and  fired  for  some 


'  Simms's  Jlistory  of  ScJioharu  County,  p.  402.  We  have  principally 
followed  this  author  in  the  above  account,  omitting  many  of  his 
details,  which  were  derived  entirely  from  personal  recollections  and 
traditions  received  from  the  fomilies  present  upon  the  occasion.  We 
are  not  aware  of  the  existence  of  any  official  accounts  witli  minute 
incidents  dating  at  or  near  the  time  of  tliese  events. 


INTKdhlCTInN'.  ;,  | 

time  uiioii  tlu'  tort,  lnit  witlioiit  iii:itri-i;il  ctlivt.  An 
offii'or  and  two  nun  were  ilu'ii  sent  ln'Mrintj  a  wliito 
dag,  but  as  thvy  a|iproaclKtl  tla-  fort,  tlicy  wen-  tir.<l 
U]ion,*  TliiseluH'ktMl  tlicirailvanco,  and  tlioy  ivtui-ni-d. 
TIk'  tlag  advanci'il  a  sooond  and  a  third  tiinr,  l>nt  wan 
oaoli  time  stopped  l>y  a  ritlc  sliot  from  the  fort,  when 
tindini;-  further  attempt  at  [)arley  impossible,  the  tirirn; 
was  resumed.  The  work  of  devastation  liaviiii;  hccn 
completed,  and  the  spirit  of  the  garrison  appearimr  to 
defy  au  assauh,  tlie  invaders  about  three  o'elock  in  the 


'Popular  traditions,  and  published  accounts  Ibunded  llicrcon, 
unite  in  denouncing  Major  Woolscy  as  a  coward,  and  in  ascriliing 
the  firing  upon  the  flag,  to  Thomas  Murplij-,  an  intrepid  purli/an  of 
Irish  birth,  who  had  tbrmerly  belonged  to  ^lorgan's  Rilk-  Corps,  and 
had  remained  at  Schoharie  at^er  Ids  company  were  witlidrawn. 
According  to  these  accounts,  Major  Woolscy  was  disposed  to  receive 
the  flag,  and  to  surrender  upon  any  terms  that  might  be  olTercd;  but 
that  ^Murphy,  encouraged  by  the  militia  oflicers  and  tlic  garrison, 
persisted  in  stopping  it  with  his  rifle,  and  even  threatened  violence 
to  the  major,  should  lie  venture  to  attempt  a  negotiation.  It  is  (piite 
probable  that  the  major  may  have  been  very  unpopular,  and  the 
ranger  a  great  fiworiti-  with  the  garrison  ;  but  we  arc  not  dispose<l  to 
give  credit  to  the  extreme  statements  respecting  cither  of  these  |>ersons. 
The  tendency  to  magnify  the  faults  of  an  unsuccessful  ofllcer,  an«l 
to  multiply  anecdotes  concerning  those  who  prove  themselves  ener- 
getic and  enterprising  in  times  of  danger,  is  too  well  known  to  allow 
us  to  place  dependence  upon  either,  as  elements  of  precise  history. 

We  have  a  forcible  illustration  of  this,  in  the  traditiims  tluit  have 
been  embodied  in  all  the  histories  relating  to  (General  Van  Hensselaer's 
pursuit  of  Sir  John  Johnson  up  the  Mohawk  valley  in  17H0.  Without 
an  exception,  these  are  altogetiier  unfavorable  to  his  rei)Utation. 
And  yet,  a  court  of  inquiry,  held  soon  after,  and  before  wliich  all 
the  testimony  that  enemies  could  find  was  produced,  failcil  to  detect 
any  fault  in  his  measures,  and  fell  itself  constraim-d  to  report,  "  tlint 
the  whole  of  his  ccmduct,  both  before  and  aller,  as  well  as  in  the 
action  of  the  19th  of  October,  was  not  only  unexceptional,  but  such 
as  become  a  good,  active,  faithful,  imideut  and  spirited  ofllcer,  an»l 
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afternoon,  desisted  from  further  hostilities,  and  con- 
tinued their  march  down  the  valley. 

But  two  persons  were  mortally  wounded  in  the 
middle  fort,  while  the  loss  of  the  enemy  is  believed  to 
have  been  greater.  The  little  garrison  had  expended 
most  of  their  ammunition  when  the  enemy  retired. 

Several  scouts  sent  out  from  the  lower  fort  to  learn 
the  progress  of  events  up  the  valley  returned  pursued 
by  the  enemy,  wdio  appeared  about  four  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  and  passed  tliis  fort  upon  both  sides.  Several 
sharp-shooters  were  stationed  in  the  tower  of  the  church. 


thiit  the  public  clamors  raised  to  his  prejudice  on  that  account,  are 
Avithout  the  least  foundation." 

We  would  not,  however,  in  any  degree  detract  from  the  fame  of 
Timothy  Mitrphy,  who  well  deserved  the  I'cputation  which  his  ser- 
vices won  him  during  the  troublesome  times  of  the  revolution. 
Intrepid  in  the  face  of  danger,  fond  of  enterprise,  and  never  quiet, 
while  any  thing  remained  to  be  clone  involving  perilous  adventure, 
he  passed  through  the  war  without  wound  or  capture,  inspired  tlie 
enemy  with  a  terror  at  his  name,  and  earned  the  gratitude  and 
esteem  of  tlie  community  in  Avhich  he  lived.  He  owed  none  of  his 
success  to  acquired  attainments,  and  although  he  could  neither  read 
nor  write,  he  possessed  a  native  eloquence,  which  in  a  rude  way  had 
its  influence  upon  the  pidjlic  mind.  He  passed  through  life  respected 
as  a  man  of  energetic  character  and  upright  intentions,  and  died  at 
his  residence  near  the  site  of  the  upper  fort,  in  ]VIiddleburgli,  Schoharie 
county,  on  the  2Tth  of  June,  1818.  The  following  epitaph  is 
engraved  upon  his  tomb  stone : 

"  Here  too,  this  warrior  sire  with  honor  rests, 
Who  bared  in  ireedom's  cause  his  valiant  hrcast. 
Sprang  from  his  half  drawn  furrow,  as  the  cry 
Of  threatened  Liberty  came  thrilling  by  ! 
Look'd  to  his  God,  and  reared  in  bulwark  round, 
Breast  free  from  guile,  and  hands  with  toil  embrowned. 
And  bade  a  monarch's  thousand  banners  yield  — 
Firm  at  the  plough,  and  glorious  in  the  field. 
Lo  !  here  he  rests,  who  every  danger  braved, 
Honored  and  marked  amid  the  soil  he  saved." 
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wlio  were  prepared  for  ettective  servue,  and  the  enemy 
after  Urinii;  a  few  eannon  sliot,  two  of  wliieh  Iddsred  iu 
the  timber?^  of  tlie  roof,'  and  biirnini!;  .several  l>nildin£js 
in  the  ncigliboihood,  eontinued  tlieir  niareli  witliont 
attempting  further  liostihties  at  this  place,  and  en- 
camped for  the  night  six  miles  l)eh)w. 

Intelligenee  of  the  presence  of  the  enemy  at  Seholiarie 
reached  (lovernor  Clinton  at  AUtany  hy  noon  on  tlu' 
17th,  and  Colonel  Yeeder  sent  another  messenger  with  a 
full  account  of  tlie  destruction  of  tlie  settlements  as 
soon  as  the  enemy  had  passed  the  lower  fort.  Orders 
were  at  once  sent  to  General  Robert  Van  Rensselaer, 
and  measures  were  immediately  taken  to  rallv  a  force 
of  militia  sutticient  for  pursuit.  The  general  arrived 
at  Schenectady  to\yards  evenino-  on  the  18th,  while  the 
horizon  towards  Schoharie  was  still  o'lowinij:  with  the 
fires  set  l)y  the  enemy  the  day  before,  and  lost  no  time 
iu  consulting  njjon  measures  for  hastening  the  march 
of  liis  troops  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  ITe  also  sent 
word  to  Colonel  Vrooman,  directing  liini  to  send  such 
troops  as  could  be  spared  from  the  Schoharie  forts,  to 
hang  upon  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  but  to  avoid  an 
encfao-ement  until  he  euuld  come  ui).  This  onler  was 
faithfully  executed.  His  force  at  that  time  was  about 
seven  hundred  men,  but  more  were  expected  duiing 
the  night.  A  few  head  of  cattle  intended  for  Fort 
Schuyler   were    slauji-htered,    and    all    the    ovens    in 


»Mr.  John  Gebhard,  jr.,  of  Sclujbai'R',  has  one  of  tlicsr  sljot  iu  his 
possession.     The  other  is  owned  by  jMr.  Siunns  of  Fort  Phiiii. 
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town  were  put  in  requisition  to  supply  the  troops  wdth 

bread. 

Duriuo*  the  evenino-  General  Van  Rensselaer  called 
a  meeting  of  the  principal  citizens,  to  consult  upon 
means  for  hastening  his  march,  and  it  was  proposed  to 
use  wagons  for  transporting  them  a  part  of  the  way ; 
l)ut  a  sufficient  number  could  not  be  collected  during 
the  night,  and  this  plan  was  abandoned.     The  troops 
were  bivouacked  in  the  suburbs  of  the  town,  and  as 
soon  as  they  could  receive  their  rations  in  the  morning, 
they  began  their  march  up  the  south  side  of  the  river. 
Governor    Clinton,   who  was   then   at   Albany,   took 
measures  for  assembling  at  once  such  remaining  troops 
and   supplies   as   the  country  could  afford,   mth  the 
view  of  following  the  expedition,  and  sustaining  its 
movements. 

On  the  morning  of  the  18th,  the  enemy  resumed 
their  march  down  the  Schoharie  valley,  and  leaving 
Fort  Hunter  half  a  mile  to  their  right,  continued  up 
on  the  south  bank  of  the  Mohawk,  to  a  place  now 
known  as  Willow^  Basin,  a  short  distance  below  the 
ITose,  where  they  encamped  for  the  night.  Their  route 
was  marked  by  a  general  pillage  and  burning,  with  the 
exception  of  a  i'ov,"  houses  owned  by  persons  supposed 
to  be  of  loyal  sympathies.  Most  of  the  inhabitants 
were  alarmed  of  the  coming  danger,^  in  time  to  escape 


'  Some  of  the  tl-wellings  burned  upon  tliis  occasion  were  temporary 
lo^  liuts,  l)uilt  to  replace  the  houses  destroyed  in  June  by  Sir  John's 
troops. 
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into  the  ficklj!  and  wooil^;,  wliore  tlioy  witnessed  the 
plunder  and  destrucliun  of  llicir  property.  A  dctath- 
meut  under  Captain  Duncan/  crossed  to  the  noi-tli 
bank,  and  destroyed  what  ha<l  escaped  tlie  invasion  of 
Sir  John  in  May  previous,  excepting  a  stone  church  at 
Caughnawaga  that  liad  been  built  under  the  patronage 
of  Sir  William  Johnson  a  few  years  before  the  war.^ 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th,  having  forded  the 
Alohawk  with  his  main  body  at  Iveator's  Rift,  near  the 
present  village  of  Sprakers,  they  continued  their  course 
up  the  north  side  of  the  valley,  as  the  south,  having 
already  been  ravaged  in  August  by  Brant,  had  but  little 
left  to  in^^te  destruction. 

General  Yau  Rensselaer  continued  his  march  during 
the  day  with  as  much  expedition  as  the  state  of  the 
roads  would  admit,  and  at  night  on  the  IHtli,  had 
arrived  opposite  the  former  residence  of  Sir  AVilliam 
Johnson,  about  tsventy  miles  above  Schenectady.  lie 
there  halted  to  rest  his  troops  until  the  moon  arose, 
and  between  ten  and  eleven  resumed  his  march,  having 
in  the  meantime  dispatched  a  messenger  to  go  around 

^Captain  Richard  Duncan  IkhI  formerly  lived  near  Schenectady, 
and  died  there  in  Februarj-,  1819.  lie  was  for  a  time  member  of  the 
executive  council  of  Upper  Canada. 

*This  venerable  edifice  after  beinij  used  as  a  church  until  t(iiitc 
modern  times,  and  aflerward.s  tor  a  short  time  as  an  academy', 
unfortunately  became  the  property  of  an  opulent,  but  avaricious 
citizen,  who  a  year  or  two  since,  sold  the  materials  for  other  buildinj^ 
purposes.  A  small  part  is  said  to  be  still  hfl.  It  stood  near  the  rail 
road,  in  the  lower  part  of  the  villai,'r  of  Fonda.  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  the  veneration  for  tiling's  ancient,  evinced  by  Sir  John's  Indians, 
could  not  find  its  counterpart  at  tlic  i>resent  time. 
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in  advance  of  the  enemy,  to  notify  Colonel  Brown  at 
Stone  Arabia,  and  Colonel  Dn  Bois  at  Fort  Plain,  (tlien 
called  Fort  Rensselaer)  of  liis  approach.  He  ordered 
them  to  endeavor  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check  nntil  he 
conld  come  up,  when  it  was  hoped  that  h}'  their 
combined  forces,  they  might  be  able  to  capture  the 
invaders. 

Colonel  Brown,  who  then  commanded  at  Fort  Paris, 
in  the  Stone  Arabia  settlement,  had  luider  him  a 
force  of  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  men  of  the 
Massachusetts  levies,  and  he  was  an  officer  of 
undoubted  ability  and  tried  courage.  It  is  not 
certainly  known  whether  he  received  the  message  of 
General  Van  Rensselaer,  or  whether  his  movements 
Avere  occasioned  by  the  rumors  he  received  of  the 
enemy's  approach,  and  his  own  sense  of  duty  under 
the  circumstances.^  He,  however,  formed  his  com- 
mand in  line  of  battle,  on  the  morning  of  the  19th, 
excepting  a  few  left  to  guard  the  fort,  and  marched 
down  the  road  leading  southward  towards  the  Mohawk. 
lie  met  the  enemy  on  the  slopes  of  the  valley,  about 
a  mile  from  the  present  village  of  Palatine  Bridge, 
when  a  battle  ensued  that  continued  to  be  fouo-ht 
\\\[]\  bravery,  until  himself  and  thirty-nine  of  his  men 
were  killed,  and  two  captured.  The  remainder  of 
his   troops  l)roke  and  fled  towards   Fort  Rensselaer, 


^Governor  Clinton  states  in  his  corrospondcncc,  that  Colonel 
Brown  was  led  by  false  intelligence  into  the  lire  of  the  whole  l)ody  of 
the  eneniv. 
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about  tlirco  miles  distant,  on  tlic  south  liaiik  of  liic 
river.' 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  on  this  occasion  is  n»)t  known. 

Forts  Keyscr  and  Paris,  at  Stone  .Vrahia  were,  at  tliis 


KKloiK'l  Brown  \v:is  born  October  19,  1744,  L,'r:i(Uintctl  at  Yale 
collosre  in  1771,  was  ciUicatcd  as  a  law^'cr,  niarrieil,  and  settled  at 
Pittstield  in  ^rassaeluisetts.  lie  took  an  earl}-  interest  in  the  revo- 
lution, and  accompanied  the  expedition  to  Canada  in  177<5,  where  he 
served  with  much  credit,  and  especially  distinguished  himself  in  the 
capture  of  C'hambly. 

During  this  campaign.  Colonel  Brown  had  repeated  opportunities 
for  observing  the  character  of  Arnold;  and  judged  correctly  of  the 
baseness  of  his  principles,  and  the  shallowness  of  his  patriotism. 
"While  stationed  at  Albany  the  tbllowiiig  winter,  he  publicly  and 
boldly  accused  the  general  of  treasonable  motives,  and  although 
these  expressions  were  repeated  by  Brown  in  his  presence,  he  did 
not  venture  to  reply.  This  hatred  to  Arnold  was  cherished  to  the 
last,  and  when  the  general  was  arraigned  before  a  court  martial, 
under  charges  of  misconduct  while  in  command  at  Philadelphia, 
Colonel  Brown  sought  occasion  to  tender  to  the  prosecution,  the 
information  he  possessed  concerning  his  conduct. 

In  the  course  of  Burgoyne's  expedition.  Colonel  Brown  performed 
an  act  of  successful  strategy  in  the  rear  of  the  British  army  wiiit  h 
tended  to  hasten  the  result.  On  the  12th  of  September,  1777,  he  was 
sent  by  General  Lincoln,  with  five  hundred  men,  to  destroy  some 
stores  at  the  north  end  of  Lake  George,  while  another  force  mvlcr 
Colonel  .Johnson,  was  ordered  to  attack  Ticonderoga  and  Mount 
Independence.  Still  another  body  of  militia,  under  Colonel  Wood- 
bridge,  was  sent  forward  to  Skeenesborough  and  Fort  Ann.  Colonel 
Brown  arrived  on  the  heights  above  the  landing  on  the  17tli,  attacked 
the  enemy  the  next  morning,  and  got  possession  of  the  landing  phx c, 
the  mills,  and  a  block-house.  Captain  Ebenczer  Allen,  with  forty 
Rangers  carried  Mount  Defiance,  and  the  party  sent  against  Ticon- 
deroga surprised  and  captured  a  company  of  troojjs.  TInse  several 
parties  captured  12  otlicers,  144  Briti.-^h,  and  11!)  Canadians,  and  IH 
artificers,  and  released  118  American  prisoners  besides  destroying  a 
large  quantity  of  stores. 

No  mention  is  made  of  Colonel  Brown  in  the  olliciai  nporls  of 
these  events,  as  Arnold  who  then  had  thr  ear  of  Gates,  is  supposed 
to  have  prejudiced  that  ofiicer  against  him. 

8 
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time  crowded  witli  families,  and  capable  of  but  feeble 
resistance.  The  enemy  Lad,  however,  no  time  to 
waste  in  attacking  them,  and  after  the  defeat  of 
Colonel  Brown,  they  dispersed  over  a  wide  extent  of 


Tradition  relates,  tliat  wlicn  Colonel  Brown  fonned  his  men  to 
march  out  against  Sir  John  Johnson,  he  "was  mounted  on  a  black 
horse,  and  that  after  he  fell  he  >yas  scalped.  The  dead  were  the 
next  day  buried  in  the  grounds  adjoining  the  churches  at  Stone 
Arabia,  and  tirty-six  years  afterwards,  on  the  anniversary  of  the 
battle,  a  small  monument  of  Berkshire  marble  was  erected  at  his 
grave,  by  his  son,  the  late  Henry  Brown,  Esq.,  of  Berkshire. 

This  occasion  was  made  impressive  by  appropriate  ceremonies. 
A  large  concourse  of  citizens  assembled  in  the  adjoining  church.  A 
sermon  was  preached  by  the  Rev.  Abraham  Van  Ilorne,  and  a 
patriotic  address  delivered  by  Mr.  Gerrit  L.  Hoof,  then  a  young 
lawj'cr  at  Canajoharie. 

In  June  of  the  present  year  (18G6),  the  editor  of  these  pages  visited 
the  locality  with  an  artist,  to  procure  a  view  of  the  monument,  from 
which  the  engraving  in  this  volume  is  made.  It  stands  about  three 
hundred  yttrds  west  of  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church  at  Stone  Arabia, 
in  a  large  field  set  apart  as  a  cemetery,  but  chiefly  used  as  a  pasture. 
The  monument  is  two  feet  sqiiare  at  the  base,  by  seven  in  height. 
Its  foundations  have  settled,  giving  it  an  inclination  to  one  side,  and 
a  picket  fence  in  ruins,  partly  encloses  it,  while  a  cherry  tree  of 
spontaneous  growth,  overshadows  it. 

Mr.  Roof,  who  delivered  the  address  in  1836,  is  now  a  respected 
clergyman  in  Lowville,  N.  Y.  lie  has  kindly  furnished  us  a  copy 
of  the  following  verses  written  bj^  him,  at  about  the  time  of  that 
event.     They  were  set  to  music,  and  have  been  fiivorably  noticed. 

HE  SLEEPS:— THE  ICY  SEAL  OF  DEATH. 


(Am—  0/  bid  me  not  thai  nfraiti  to  sinff). 


He  sleeps.    "The  icj'  seal  of  dcalli 

Is  set  upon  his  hroM'." 
The  caiiiion''s  roar,  he  heeds  no  more, 

lie  rests  in  silence  now. 
The  trumpet's  clangor's  heard  afar, 

And  standards  proudly  wave. 
But  he  who  braved  the  battle's  shock, 

Now  slumbers  in  the  grave. 

Now  slumbers  in  the  grave. 
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country,  setting  lire  to  every  thing  combustible  in  the 
settlement.' 

General  Van  lienssclaer  came  up  a  little  before 
noon,  about  an  hour  after  the  battle  was  over.  lie 
had  seen  the  columns  of  smoke,  and  heard  the  firiug; 


He  sleeps.    The  noble  warrior  sleeps 

Upon  the  battle  plain  : 
Nor  e'er  will  he,  to  victory, 

Ilis  comrades  lead  again. 
Ilis  countrj'  called  him  to  command, 

He  spumed  the  tyrant's  sway  ; 
The  God  of  battles  nerved  his  arm. 

And  glory  led  the  waj", 

And  glory  led  the  way. 

'SVith  patriot  band  he  left  his  home 

To  strike  for  Liberty  ; 
And  march'd  to  brave  the  battle's  wave, 

Determined  to  be  free. 
His  country  now  his  fate  deplores, 

His  gallant  comrades  weep: 
He  cannot  hear  their  loud  laments. 

He  Bleeps  a  dreamless  sleep. 

He  sleeps  a  dreamless  sleep. 

Rest  Warrior  !    Thou  hast  gain'd  a  wreath 

Of  never  dying  fame ; 
And  hallow'd  be  thy  memory  ; 

And  honored  be  thy  name. 
Thy  spirit,  warrior  I  is  with  God 

In  mansions  of  the  blest. 
The  clash  of  arms,  and  war's  alarms , 

No  more  disturb  thy  rest, 

No  more  disturb  thy  rest. 

'  Fort  Kej'scr  was  a  stone  house  stockaded  and  used  as  a  place  o  f 
retreat  for  families  in  case  of  alarm  from  the  enemy.  It  stood  on  the 
site  of  a  barn  now  owned  by  John  A.  Faling  about  a  mile  and  a 
quarter  southeast  of  Stone  Arabia.  On  the  lOth,  it  was  iu  charge  <jf 
Captain  .lolin  Zielie  and  about  half  a  dozen  men.  Mr.  Jolin  Dilienlieck , 
now  (18GC)  ninety-tAvo  years  of  age,  remembers  having  seen  as  a  cliild , 
from  an  ujiper  window,  the  flames  of  some  neighbors'  houses  in  the 
direction  of  Fort  Paris,  and  a  file  of  red  coats  passing  at  some  distance 
to  the  west.  lie  is  probably  the  only  one  living,  who  has  any  personal 
recollection  of  the  events  of  this  invasion. 
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but  it  was  impossi])le  for  liim  to  afford  timely  relief. 
His  force  at  tins  time  consisted  of  abont  nine  liundred 
men,  including  lifty  Oneidas,  and  after  a  brief  con- 
sultation witli  Colonel  Du  Bois  at  Fort  Rensselaer,  he 
gave  orders  for  liis  troops  to  cross  to  the  north  bank 
as  soon  as  possible.  They  were  exhausted  with 
fotigue,  the  river  was  too  deep  to  ford,  and  the 
means  of  crossing  were  limited  to  a  small  ferry,  and  a 
rude  bridge  made  by  placing  wagons  in  the  stream 
along  -which  the  men  could  climb  with  difficulty,  from 
one  to  another.  Several  hours  elapsed  before  they 
were  all  over. 

General  Van  Eensselaer  having  at  length  crossed 
his  troops  formed  them  in  three  columns,  the  right 
along  the  high  grounds  under  Colonel  Du  Bois,  of  the 
le^des,  the  left  by  Colonel  Cuyler  of  the  militia,  and 
the  centre  by  Colonel  Wliiting,  and  advanced  towards 
the  enemy  who  Avere  met  near  Ivlock's  place,  about 
three  miles  below  the  present  Adllage  of  St.  Johnsville. 
The  enemy  formed  a,  line  of  Ijattle  with  their  rangers 
on  their  right,  resting  upon  the  river,  their  regulars  in 
column  in  the  centre,  and  their  Indians  and  German 
riliemen  on  their  left  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
yards  in  advance,  in  an  orchard  near  Klock's  house. 
TJie  general  came  up  to  the  enemy  about  sunset, 
and  an  irregular  firing  began;  but  his  lines  soon 
got  into  disorder,  a-  portion  in  front  of  the  rest, 
and  there  appeared  danger  of  their  firing  upon  one 
another.     The  darkness,  which  was  hastened  by  the 


iXTunnrrTinx,  (;| 

smoke  of  bnrniiitr  buildiiiirs  in  tlu>  valley,  iiu-ivasL-tl 
this  (laiiiTor,  and  after  cousuhin^-  with  his  olHeei'H  it 
was  deeided  to  fall  baek  ahout  a  iiiilc>  and  eneam]» 
on  the  hills.  The  trooi)s  at  this  time  were  (|uitc 
destitute  of  supplies;  but  some  were  exjieeted  dui-ini^ 
the  night,  and  it  was  resolved  to  renew  hostilities  early 
the  next  morninoj. 

The  enemy  were  quite  as  exhausted  as  their  i»ursuers 
by  their  late  march,  but  ^^•ith  this  advantage  that  thcv 
were  abuudantly  supplied  by  plundering  the  country. 
Their  force  and  condition  did  not,  however,  justifv 
any  further  hostilities  if  they  could  be  avoided,  and 
during  the  night  they  succeeded  in  crossing  again 
to  the  south  bank,  leaving  one  small  cannon,  their 
wounded  and  a  part  of  their  plunder  in  the  hands  of 
their  pursuers. 

AVith  the  first  morning  light,  a  party  set  out  to 
pursue,  and  as  soon  as  practicable  the  whole  army  was 
in  motion.  But  the  river  was  again  betvA'cen  them, 
and  the  enemy  who  had  now  no  time  to  spare  in 
l)lunderin<2;  and  buiiiinu"  made  good  their  retreat  hv 
passing  around  Fort  Herkimer  to  the  south. 

The  armv  nnder  General  \'an  Rensselaer  reached 
Herkimer  the  next  day;  but  they  had  lost  all  trace  of 
the  enemy  and  the  Indian  scouts  who  were  sent  out 
failed  to  discover  their  trail.  fJovcrnor  Clinton  here 
came  up  and  assumed  command.  J/arties  were  sent 
out  to  within  fifteen  miles  of  Onei<la ;  Ijut,  although  tliey 
found  the  remains  of  their  last  nights'  encampment,  the 
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eiit-niy  were  beyond  reach  of  pursuit,  and  tliey  returned 
to  Fort  Herkimer. 

liut  tliis  brief  campaign  did  not  end  ^\itliout  still 
furtlior    disaster    to    tlie    American    arms.        Major 
Iluglics,  commanding  at  Fort  Schuyler,  having  learned 
of  the  place  where  the  enemy  had  concealed   their 
boats,    dispatched    a    party   of    men   under    Captain 
Vrooman   to   destroy  them,    and   thus   prevent   their 
escape.     One  of  the  party  having  been  taken  sick,  or 
feigning  himself  so,  was  left  at  Oneida,  and  from  him 
Sir  John  learned  of  the  movement,  and  so  eflectually 
succeeded  in  surprising  the  party  while  at  dinner,  that 
nearly  every  man  was  captured.     By  this  success,  the 
enemy  gained  without  loss  to  themselves,  two  captains, 
one  lieutenant,  eight  non-commissioned  officers,    and 
forty-five  privates  as  prisoners,     Tln^ee  privates  and 
one  lieutenant  were  killed,  and  but  two  men  escaped 
to   report   the   tidings    of    the    disaster.      This    event 
occurred  on  the  23d  of  October.^ 

About  a  week  after  the  escape  of  Sir  John  by  way 
of  Oswego,  the  northern  settlements  were  thrown  into 
confusion  by  a  false  alarm  of  the  reappearance  of  a 
large  force  on  Lake  George.  It  proved  to  he  ground- 
less, and  the  orders  which  had  been  given  for  marching 
troops  thither  Avere  countermanded. 


'  Some  time  afterwards,  a  report  \v;is  brouglit  in  by  an  Indian,  tliut 
lie  had  seen  upon  the  eastern  sliore  of  Lake  Ontario  fragments  of 
furniture  and  otlicr  ])ropcrty  tliat  liad  l)een  wrecl^ed,  and  it  was 
believed  tliat  a  storm  overtook  tlieir  vessels  and  oecasioned  a  loss  on 
their  return  to  their  rendezvous  at  Fort  Carleton,  on  Buck  island. 
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III  ih\ii  iiivn.'^ion,  tlio  oiioiiiy  n)H.ii  a  iiKidcrale 
computation  (.lestroyed  two  lumdivd  dwcHiniXs,  and  a 
hundred  and  titty  tliousand  hushcls  of  wlioat,  with  a 
projiortion  ot"  other  o-rain  ami  forage,  and  a  Ini-iic 
amount  of  property.  They  lost  ahout  forty  prisoners, 
and  were  ohliged  to  ahandon  most  of  those  they  had 
taken  at  Schoharie  and  other  })laces,  with  the  negroes, 
cattle  and  plunder,  with  which  they  were  encumhercd. 
Their  loss  was  officially  acknowledired  as  nine  killed, 
seven  wounded,  and  tifty-three  missing;  hut  was 
prohahly  greater,  although  not  equal  to  the  loss  they 
inflicted  upon  the  country. 

IIa^'in2:  traced  to  its  conclusion  the  events  of  this 
campaign,  it  may  he  interesting  to  notice  their 
coincidence  with  others  that  were  transpiring  upon 
the  Hudson.  Early  in  August,  General  Arnold 
ha\'ing  been  for  many  months  in  secret  correspondence 
■uith  the  enemy,  received  upon  his  own  api)lication 
the  command  of  West  Point,  for  the  purpose,  as  is 
now  too  well  known,  of  giving  value  to  the  treason 
which  he  was  preparing  to  commit,  l)y  surrendering 
a  most  important  post  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
In  a  letter  from  Governor  Ilaldimand  to  Loi-d  Ger- 
main, dated  on  the  17th  of  Septendier,  two  cx])eilitions 
were  mentioned  as  about  to  set  out  from  ('ana<la  for 
the  invasion  of  Xew  York :  and  at  the  time  when 
Arnold's  treason  was  discovered  on  the  liotli,  these 
were   l)oth    under   way,    and    far   advanced. 

While  it  is  not  necessary  to  suppose  that  Governor 
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Haldimaiul  was  informed  of  the  treasonable  plot  tlien 
in  progress,  or  much  less  any  one  connected  with 
these  expeditions,  we  find  ample  reason  to  credit 
the  opinions  expressed  in  the  correspondence  of  the 
da}-;  that  they  were  ordered  for  the  purpose  of 
creating  a  diversion  of  the  American  forces,  and  of 
calling  off  a  part  of  the  troops  fi'om  the  neighborhood 
of  West  Point,  in  order  to  facilitate  its  surrender. 

Under  this  view  of  the  facts,  we  are  justified  in  the 
inference,  that  the  details  of  the  conspiracy  would 
have  been  arranged,  and  the  plans  matured  towards 
the  end  of  Octol)er,  and  that  the  treason  was  dis- 
covered about  one  month  before  it  was  to  have  been 
carried  into  effect. 

Tlie  devastation  and  consequent  alarms  on  the 
Connecticut,  on  the  upper  Hudson,  and  along  the 
Mohawlv  and  Schoharie  valleys,  followed  by  the 
surrender  of  the  Highlands,  might  indeed  have  been 
counted  upon  as  a  fearful  if  not  a  fatal  blow  to  the 
rebellion,  and  these  prospects  doubtless  led  those  who 
w^ere  privy  to  the  negotiations,  to  count  largely  upon 
the  benefits  they  might  derive  from  them. 

The  documents  we  now  publish,  are  chiefly  derived 
from  papers  in  the  Secretary's  office  and  the  !New  York 
State  Library,  and  with  the  excex)tion  of  such  as  are 
copied  from  cotemporary  newspapers,  have  never 
before  been  printed.  The  series  known  as  the  Clinton 
Papers  and  Lcgislatke  Papers,  have  been  especially 
useful  in  the  preparation  of  the  present  volume. 
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Letter  from  Colonel  Peter  Bellinger.^ 

Fort  Dayton,  Sept.  the  1st,  1780. 
Sir: 

Yesterday  afternoon,  about  four  o'clock,  the  enemies 
appeared  in  our  neighborliood  about  four  miles  IST.  E. 
from  this,  QQ  strong,  as  forty-eiglit  Indians,  eighteen 
white  men,  where  a  boy  has  been  b}^  they  tooked  last 
year  prisoner  down  Susquehanna:  —  attacked  Christian 
Shell  with  his  family,  tooked  tvvo  of  his  sons,  both 
eight  years  old  prisoners,  the  man  retired  with  the 
rest  of  his  family  in  liis  house,  and  begun  the  battle 
with  them,  and  fought  with  the  greatest  spirit  till  two 
hours  in  the  night.-  ITc  killed  and  wounded  about 
tifteen,  took  one  prisoner  named  Dan'  McDonneld. 
His  oldest  son  got  a  slight  wound  through  his  arm  by 
this  atfair,  but  all  the  rest  of  the  famely  is  saye.     His 


'Colonel  Bellinger  was  commissionecl  June  25,  1778,  and  his 
regiment  included  the  German  Flatts  and  Kingslands  Districts,  lie 
died  at  Herkimer  Sept.  ISlo,  aged  57  years. 

2  See  Stones  Life  of  Brant,  ii,  1G4.     Benton  »  Herkimer,  W. 
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other  two  sons  behaved  tliiring  the  afiair  with  the 
greatest  spirit,  and  assisted  the  father.  He  got  one  of 
tlic  death,  [dead]  whose  name  has  Ijeen  Matthew  Bryon, 
and  put  them  both  in  the  house,  gave  the  wounded 
their  milk  and  bread,  went  ofl'  and  came  in  this 
morning  about  eight  o'clock.  They  carried  seven  on 
Utters  Avith  them.  The  man  [is]  supposed  [to]  have, 
witli  his  three  sons,  wounded  and  killed  fifteen  of  the 
enemy,  Ijut  it  has  been  in  vain,  by  the  first  intelligence 
received,  I  detached  fifty  men  for  his  assistance  about 
midnight,  but  the  darkness  of  the  night  hindered  them 
from  being  there  sooner.  Just  [at]  daybreak  they 
came  to  the  house,  found  the  enemy  being  gone,  then 
they  carried  the  death,  [dead]  and  followed  the  enemies 
a  piece,  found  the  field  all  over  spotted  with  blood. 
They  l)rouglit  the  prisoner  to  this  post,  and  the  docf 
found  his  thy  [thigh]  bone  very  much  fractured,  and 
a  swan  shot  in  the  joint  of  his  knee,  so  he  proposed  the 
amputation.  I  should  have  sent  a  stronger  party,  but 
some  of  our  militia  heard  eight  guns  firing  up  towards 
(ifermantown,  so  I  thought  they  might  appear,  and 
attempt  to  attack  our  fort,  which  is  l)ut  weak  in  men. 
Then  we  have  no  other  assistance  than  twenty  of  the 
tlii-ee  months  levies,  whereby  is  eighteen  of  my  lieg' 
we  liavc  been  but  purely  [poorly]  assisted  all  the  time, 
and  being  entirely  outside.  If  any  thing  else  shall 
hap})en,  I  shall  liave  the  pleasure  of  acquainting  you, 
and  reuiaiu  your  hum',  serv*., 

Teter  Bellinger,  Coll. 
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r.  f>. —  Sir:  \\)\i  will  ploiiM'  to  sciul  this  to  Col. 
Van  Scliaik.'  who  will  t'orwai-il  to  his  Exeolloncv  the 
Governor. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Van  Schaa'k  to  Governor  Clinton. 

Albany,  Septeinher  ot/t,  1780. 
Sir: 

At  the  desire  of  Colonel  Pellinger,  I  have  the 
pleasure  to  enclose  your  Excellency  a  letter  containing 
an  account  of  a  gallant  aft'air  which  happened  near 
the  German  Flatts. 

I  have  yesterday  been  informed  by  Captain  James 
Watson,  one  of  the  purchasing  commissaries  for  the 
state  of  Connecticut,  that  no  salt  meat  could  l)e  had 
at  any  of  the  magazines  in  that  state,  and  that  the 
order  sent  for  that  purpose  l)v  his  Excellency  (Jeiicral 
Washington  would  be  returned. 

It  is  witli  the  utmost  concern  that  I  inforni  your 
Excellency  that  notA\dthstanding  the  impress  warrants 
put  into  the  hands  of  the  persons  appointed  for 
procuring  supplies  of  pro\asions  for  the  use  of  the 
troops  in  this  quarter,  nothing  has  yet  been  procured 
in  consequence  of  them. 

I  have  for  some  time  past  caused  repeated  ap})lica- 


iGozcn  Van  Schaick,  of  the  Sd  Continental  Battalion.     He  died  at 
Albany,  July  4,  1T89,  aged  3'.i  years. 
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tions  to  he  made  for  provisions  for  the  iiortliern  and 
western  frontier  posts  in  this  quarter  who  have  for 
this  month  past  been  ihy  supplied  hut  these  to  no 
purpose.  The  time  in  which  Fort  Schuyler  ought  to 
he  supplied  with  provisions  until  the  first  of  February 
next  is  rapidly  advancing,  and  I  have  not  now  even 
a  distant  prospect  of  a  supply  for  that  garrison  until 
the  1st  of  December  next,  and  by  a  letter  I  have 
received  lately  from  Fort  Schuyler  I  find  the  minds 
of  that  garrison  are  more  disaffected  to  their  situation 
and  circumstances  than  ever. 

The  true  reason  of  Brant's  appearing  vsdth  his  party 
l^efore  the  garrison,  was  the  fullest  assurance  had 
been  given  him  that  they  would  join  him  to  a  man. 
Indeed,  from  their  situation,  and  the  great  difficulty 
I  have  been  under  in  procuring  only  a  few  pair  of 
shoes,  it  is  what  I  have  expected  daily  to  hear,  and 
they  are  made  to  Ijelieve  they  are  to  remain  until 
their  three  years  are  finished. 

I  am, 

most  respectfully 
your  Excellency's  most  obedt. 
humble  servant 

G.  Van  Sciiaick. 

His  Excellency  Governor  Clinton. 
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Lcdcr  from  Lua(.  0>/.  Junsca  to  Governor  Clintuit.^ 

SiiAWANt'.rNK,  >\fr  J>,  17><>. 
^Ml•: 

This  is  to  acquaint  your  Exccllenev,  that  the  savai^c 
enemv  have  becu  at  mv  house  this  inoniiii<;,  took 
away  a  wliite  woman  and  three  negro  men,  and  firing 
has  been  heard  throughout  the  neighborhood.  Mnsl-H" 
and  wife  have  escaped  after  defending  the  liouso  for 
some  time  till  the  enemy  dispersed, 
and  remain  in  haste, 

your  very  humble  servant, 

Jou='  Jansen,  Jun'' 


Letter  from  Governor  Clinton  to  Lieut.  CoL  Jnnsrn. 

POUGUKEEPSIE,  Sept.  18,  1780. 
Sir: 

I  have  rec'd  your  letter  of  to-day,  and  am  hapi)y  to 
hear  that  you  have  escaped  the  enemy.  I  have  wrote 
to  Major  Clark  directing  him  to  march  that  part  of  your 
recriment  —  which  lies  on  the  river,  to  vour  assistance, 
unless  he  shall  have  received  accounts  in  the  interim 
w**'  may  render  it  unnecessary,  and  you  have  inolosc'<l 

'See  Stone' H  Life  of  Brant,  ii,  0-5. 
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SI  letter  to  Col"  N^ewldrk,  for  tlie  like  puipose,  w''''  you 
A\ill  forward  to  him,  if  you  sliall  couceive  you  liave 
occasion  for  his  aid.  Col.  Pawling  with  his  levies 
was  at  Xivcn's  [?]  Kill  this  morning-,  and  if  quickly 
acquainted  with  the  circumstances  you  mention,  will 
have  it  in  his  power  to  intercept  the  enemy  on  his 
return.     CoP  Cantine  is  also  dispatched  to  that  quarter 

to  put  his  reg'  in  motion. 

r  am,  &c., 

G.  C. 


Letter  from  Governor  Clinton  to  Lient.  Col.  Neiokirk} 

PouGiiKEBPSiE,  8ex)t^  18,  1780. 
Sir: 

I  have  just  rec'd  a  letter  from  Col°  Joh^  Jansen^ 
informing  me  that  the  savages  have  attacked  him  in 
his  house  and  that  tiring  has  since  heen  heard  in  the 
neighhorhood. 

I  have  therefore  to  request  that  you  will  march  to 

repel  the  enemy  as  many  men  of  your  reg'  as  you  can 

conveniently  collect  leaving  orders  for  the  remainder 

to  follow  you. 

I  am  &c.  G.  C. 

To  Lt.  CoP  ITewkirk. 


Macob  Newkirk  was  appointed  lieutenant  colonel,  March  23,1776. 

^Jolianiiis  Jansen  l)ecame  major,  March    0,  1778,  and  lieutenant 
colonel,  Feb.  27,  1779. 
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Letter  from  Lieut.  Col.  Jdnscn  to  Goveriwr  Clinton. 

Suawani;lnk,  *S't/^/'   VMli,  17^". 
Sir: 

1  lic'ivliy  transmit  you  a  more  [lartimlar  act-cniut 
of  the  miscliicf  done  by  that  party  of  Kiieniy  avIio 
(liscovorcd  tliomsolves  at  iiiy  lioiisc  ye.'^tenlay  inorniiii:;, 
viz  : 

Two  young  women  and  an  old  man  killed  and 
scalped,  one  of  the  former  was  taken  at  my  house  ami 
carried  about  half  a  mile  from  thence,  where  she  was 
found  dead,  and  three  negro  slaves  they  took  with 
them  :  two  of  wlioni  belonged  to  myself  and  one  to 
my  brother  Thomas. 

As  soon  as  some  men  were  collected,  a  pursuit  Avas 
made  after  them  for  six  or  eight  miles  along  the 
mountains  towards  Memacatinge,  but  su}>posing 
them  to  be  some  distance  ahead,  and  our  men  lia\  ing 
been  without  provisions  all  that  day,  and  being  not 
able  to  discover  their  tracks  anv  lonijer,  whieh  obliu^ed 
them  to  retui-n  without  receiving  any  satisfaction. 
From  the  men's  accounts,  I  have  however,  some  hopes 
that  Col.  I'awling  will  intcreopt  thom,  as  he  had  early 
intelligence  of  their  i-oute.  This  allair  has  so  mmh 
alarmed  the  people,  that  they  threaten  to  abandon 
tiieir  homes,  unless  they  get  a  small  guard,  and  as  I 
conceive  their  apjtrehensions  as  far  from  being  ground- 
less, I  have  therefore  thought  it  necessary  to  order 
t»ut  one  class  from  e;irli  dI"  tin-  tivf  fionticr  companies. 
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wliieli  I  propose  to  station,  witli  siicli  of  tlio  inlialntants 
as  I  conceive  to  l)e  most  exposed,  nntil  I  shall  obtain 
your  Excelleuc3''s  directions  liow  furtlier  to  conduct 
m^'self:  hoping  what  I  have  done,  may  meet  ^^^th 
your  Excellency's  approbation,  and  I  am  with  the 
greatest  deference  and  esteem,  your  excellency's  most 
humble  serv*. 

JOHANNIS  JaNSEN, 

Lieut.  Col. 
To  his  Excellency 

George  Clinton  Esq.  Governor. 


Letter  from  Governor  Clinton  to  Colonel  Pawling. 

PO'KEEPSIE,  21*'  Scpt%  1780. 
Dear  Sir : 

Since  I  wrote  you  last,  I  have  received  several  letters 
from  Col.  ]\Ialcom  in  all  which  he  repeats  in  the 
strongest  terms,  the  necessity  of  your  taking  the 
command  of  the  troops  destined  to  relieve  the  present 
garrison  of  Fort  Schuyler.  I  proposed  to  him,  as  I 
mentioned  to  you.  Major  De  AYitt  for  this  ser^dce,  but 
lie  informs  me  that  this  would  occasion  new  and 
insurmountable  embarrassments,  on  the  score  of  rank. 
This  being  the  case,  1  must  tho'  reluctantly  consent 
to  your  taking  that  command. 

You  will  accordingly  on  the  receipt  of  this  letter, 
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repair  with  tlie  least  [>()ss-il)lo  delay  to  ('<•!.   Maltoiii, 

prepared     lor     this     scrvieo,     k'a\iiii;"     your     lu'esciit 

coiiiinaiid  to  ^raj<ii'  T>e  AVitt.     MaK-oiii  on  your  arrival 

at  JScheiiec'tady,  will  order  a  eoinpany  as  a  rciiiforee- 

mcnt   to   the  trooiis  on   the   frontiers   of    lister   and 

Orange  counties. 

I  am,  &c. 

G.  C. 

Lieut.  Col.  PaAvlino;. 


Letter  from.  Col.  J.  NewJdrk  to  Governor  Clinton. 

Dear  Sir : 

Li  consequence  of  your  Excellency's  orders  dated 
the  18th  Septemher,  I  niarehed  immediately  in  person, 
with  two  companies,  to  Avhere  the  road  crosses  the 
mountains  to  Xeponeck,  and  beginning  there  ranged 
the  mountains  along  until  I  met  Major  Philips,  whom 
I  had  ordered  out  with  t^\•o  companies  to  range  the 
mountains  from  Minnisink  road  until  I  should  meet 
with  him  about  midway  l)etween  the  respective 
forenientioned  roads.  AVe  made  all  [lossible  search, 
but  could  make  no  discovery  of  any  enemy.  It  is  my 
o])inion,  and  the  opinion  of  the  most  sensible  in  these 
parts,  that  the  perpetrators  of  the  barbarity  at  Col. 
Johnston's  [Jansen's]  were  tories. 

Your  Excellency  will  easily  perceive  the  jtropriety 

of  my   not   calling  out   tin-  whole   regiment,   wlicn    I 

10 
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inform  you,  that  Col.  Jolinston  was   returned  liome 

with  liis  wliole  reg*,  after  having  searched  and  pursued 

for   tlie   enemy  to   no  purpose,    before    I   rec'd   your 

Excellency's  order. 

Sir,  I  have  tlie  honor  to  l)e,  your  Excellency's  most 

ohedt  &  y''  humble  ser'. 

Jacob  I^^Tewkiiik. 

Ilanoi-cr,  Sept.  23,  1780. 


Letter  from.  Goccrnor  Clinton  to  General  Washington. 

Sejf  V  1780. 
Dear  Sir : 

I  am  favored  with  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the 
27"'  ult",  and  am  much  obliged  by  your  attention  to 
my  application  (through  Gen'  Schujder)  in  ordering 
CoP.  Malcom's  corps  to  the  defence  of  the  frontiers. 
Every  measure  in  my  power  will  be  taken  to  expedite 
his  march,  and  he  has  my  orders  to  relieve  the  garrison 
of  Fort  Schuyler  without  the  least  delay,  by  the  levies 
raised  for  the  defense  of  the  frontiers  last  spring,  whose 
times  of  service  will  not  expire  until  the  first  Dec'"  next. 
It  will  take  some  considerable  time,  however,  to  collect 
them,  as  they  are  posted  at  different  and  remote  parts 
of  the  frontiers.  But  I  would  fain  hope  that  the 
discontents  of  the  present  garrison  will  subside  when 
they  are  informed  that  measures  are  taken  to  relieve 
them.  I  have  directed  Col'  Malcolm  to  proceed  imme- 
diately to  Albany,  and  take  the  necessary  measures  for 
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eolleotini;-  as  lar-iv  a  siip[tlv  o['  provisions  tor  Kort 
Seliuvler  as  can  be  spared,  for,  wliirh  [nirposc  he  lias 
waiTauts  to  impress  that  he  may  avail  liimself  of  an 
escort  hy  the  troojis  intended  to  ii,-arrison  that  post. 

Isliall  take  tlie  earliest  opportunity  of  eommunieatiii^ 
to  the  legislature,  (who  are  required  to  meet  at  this 
place  on  the  4"'  Inst),  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the 
27"'  ult",  together  with  the  several  letters  from  the 
committee  of  congress  on  the  subject  of  su]>)»lies  for 
the  army.  In  the  mean  time  the  state  au'ent  will  lia\e 
my  directions  to  make  every  exertion  in  his  power  for 
affording  them  immediate  relief.  T  take  the  liberty  of 
inclosing  (conlidcntially)  for  your  Excell"  i>erusal,  a 
copy  of  the  proceedings  of  a  convention  of  committees 
from  the  states  of  ^lassacliusetts  Bay,  Connecticut  and 
New  Hampshire,  in  which  I  am  happy  to  tiud,  even  at 
this  late  hour,  sentiments  Avhich  generally  adopted, 
eaunot  fail  of  producing  mueh  good.'  L  l)elieNe  i  may 
venture  to  assure  you  sir,  that  as  the  most  sensible 
amouii"    us    have    from  the    l)eii'innin«i"  of   the    contest 


'Till-  governor  lure  refers  to  a  convention  wliicli  met  in  Boston 
Ang.  ;j,  1780,  "to  promote  tlie  most  vigorous  exertions  for  lliej)resent 
campaign,  and  to  cultivate  a  good  understanding  and  iiroeure  a 
generous  reception  for  the  ofticere  and  men  of  tlie  French  army  and 
tleet,"  then  lately  arrived  at  Newport.  The((»nv(ntion  chose  Thomas 
Cashing  as  president,  and  continued  in  session  until  the  Uth  of  August. 
Among  tlie  resolutions  which  they  adopted,  was  one  urging  a  more 
perfect  union  of  the  states,  larger  powers  to  congress,  and  tiie  rlioicc 
of  a  supreme  head  to  the  national  affairs.  It  may  be  regarded  as  one 
of  the  earliest  movements  towards  the  establishment  of  the  Federal 
goveniment,  if  not  the  pioneer  of  this  idea,  whieli  was  not  carried 
into  effect  until  nearly  nine  years  afterwards. 
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foreseen  the  consequences   of  temporary  expedients, 

tlicy  will  meet  the  cheerful  a|)prohation  of  this  state. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

G.  Clinton. 
His  Excellency,  Gen^  Washington. 


Ldtcr  from  General  Robert  Van  Rensselaer  to  Goveryior 

Clinion. 

Fort  Rensselaer,^  Sepf  4,  '80. 
Dear  Gov'" : 

The    reports    of   the    enemy's    intentions    are    still 

vague  and  uncertain.     Some  say.  Sir  John  is  coming 

by  way  of  Lake  Champlain ;  Brant  and  Butler  from 

the  westward.     Small  parties  are  frequently  seen  upon 

the  frontiers.     Last  Thursday,  they  attacked  the  house 

of  one  Shell,  about  three  miles  north  of  Fort  Llerkimer. 

The  house  was  bravely  defended  by  the  man,  his  two 

sons  and  wife.     He  supposed  they  killed  or  wounded 


^Mr.  J.  R.  Simms  of  Fort  Phiin,  who  is  remarkably  well  informed 
upon  the  ancient  localities  of  the  Mohawk  valley,  insists  that  Fort 
Rensselaer  was  a  stockaded  stone  house  in  the  upper  part  of  the 
village  of  Canajoharie,  and  that  this  name  was  never  applied  to  Fort 
Plain,  that  stood  on  the  hills  half  a  mile  above  the  modern  village  of 
this  name.  This  place  has  sometimes  been  called  Fort  Plank,  but 
this  name  more  properly  applied  to  another  stockade  around  a 
dwelling  owned  by  a  House  family,  nearly  four  miles  from  Fort 
Plain,  further  up  the  valley  and  l)ack  from  the  river.  It  was  built 
carh'  in  the  war,  as  a  shelter  for  the  inhabitants  against  Indian  parties. 

In  view  of  all  the  facts  that  have  come  under  our  notice,  we  cannot 
but  regard  Fort  Rensselaer  as  a  synonym  for  Fort  Plain.  Tlu;  name 
was  probably  adopted  when  the  general  took  command  after  Sir 
John's  invasion  in  the  sprhig  of  1780. 
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tit'tooii  or  sixteen  of  the  enemy.  Tlu'v  loft  t)ne  kilk-d 
and  one  wounded  on  the  ground.  The  jirisoner  Kay.s, 
the  party  consisted  of  tliirty-six  r>ritisli  troops,  and 
thirty  Indians.  Capt"  Allen  of  the  levies,  went  the 
next  day  in  pursuit  of  tliem,  with  forty  men  who  were 
not  returned  vestenhiv  evon^  On  Saturthiv  last.  1 
sent  otf  twelve  boats  ^^^th  }>rovisions  for  Fort  kSeliuyler, 
escorted  by  two  hundred  men,  under  the  command  of 
Coll.  Brown  of  the  ^lassachusetts  levies,  which  leaves 
the  frontier  very  thin  of  men.  I  have  also  sent  out  a 
scout  to  Unadilla  and  Ocquago,^  at  which  place  1  am 
suspicious  they  make  their  rendesvous. 

I  am  anxious  to  hear  from  your  quarters,  and  shall 
esteem  it  a  particular  favor  to  hear  from  you. 

I  am,  Dear  Gov"^  your  most  Obed'  and  limb'  Serv' 

RoB^  V"*  Kensselaek. 


Letter  from  Col.  Patterson  and  others  to  Governor  Clinton. 

To  his  Excellency,  George  Clinton,  Esqr. 

We  havini;  received  informations  of  an  alarnniig 
nature,  some  of  which  we  have  sent  your  Excellency 
in  writing,  and  for  a  more  particular  account  \vc  refer 
your  Excellency  to  the  bearer  hereof,  as  we  are 
destitute  of  authority  we  hundily  conceivi-  that  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  if  they  arc  invcsti'<l  with 

'  Now  Winsor,  Broome  county,  N.  Y. 
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some  (Icgrec  of  autliority  miglit  be  of  great  service 
for  detecting  such  i4iliabitants  amongst  us  as  we  have 
reason  to  suppose  are  conspiring  against  us  with  our 
enemies  wlio  secretly  hirk  amongst  us,  and  we  further 
Leg  leave  to  suggest  to  your  Excellency  whether  some- 
thing by  way  of  scouts  will  not  l)e  the  best  to  be  done. 
The  bearer  hereof  muII  inform  your  Excellency 
what  measures  we  have  taken,  and  by  him  we  hope 
to  receive  from  your  Excellency  such  directions  as 
your  Excellency's  wisdom  shall  direct. 

We  are  Dear  Sir,  Your  Excellency's  loyal  subjects, 

Eleazer  Patterson,  CoP-  ^ 
Jonathan  Church,       John  Sargent,  Lt.  Col., 
Aaron  Nash,  Timothy  Church,  Capt, 

Artimas  How,  Seth  Smith, 

Henry  Seger,  Sam'-  Warriner, 

Leonard  Hendrick,     Benj.  Butterfield,  Lt., 
William  Harris. 


Brattle- 
borough 
Septem- 
ber 
11th, 
1780. 


Lctirr  from   G-urmwr  ClMon  to  Persons  in  (Jamhcrland 

County. 


Gen 


rouGirivEEPSiE,  10"'  >^q)tembir,  1780. 


i  rill''  • 


I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  10"'  Inst,  requesting 
tlie  appointment  of  Com"'  for  tlic  purpose  of  discovering 


1  Col.  Patterson  resided  at  Ilmsdale,  now  Vernon,  Vt.  He  held 
several  ofRees  under  New  York  appointment,  and  was  distinguished 
for  his  hostility  to  the  new  government  of  Vermont. 
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and  (lofeatins:  the  soorot  desis-ns  of  the  ononiv  in  vour 

coniitv.     In'toro  this  can  he  done,  there  must  ho  a  strict 

hiw  passed,  antlioi'izin<i-  it,  as  thi'  nnniln'r  of  Com" 

(Ureeted  hy  our  present   hnv  is  already  coniiilete,  and 

as  this  Avill  take  some  time,  I  have  tlioui;-lit  it  most 

advisahk^  uot  to  detain  Air.  Smitli,  as  T  shall   liave  an 

opportunity    of   forwarding   the    commission    hy    Mr. 

Knowlton  on  his  return  from  Phihidelpliia,  or  hy  some 

earlier  safe  conveyance. 

I  woukl  heg  leave  to  ohserve,  that  as  the  powers  to 

he  granted  to  the  comi-^  will  l)e  extensive,  it  will  he 

their  duty  to  he  particularly  prudent  and  careful  in 

putting   them    into    execntion,    and    as   congress   has 

recommended  to  this  state,  not  to  exert  any  authority 

over  the  inhahitants  of  the  tract  of  land  commonly 

called  the  Xew  Hampshire  Grants,  and  who  do  not 

acknowledare    the   authority   of  this   state,    until   the 

controversy  relative  to  the  same  is  settled,  T  have  to 

request  that  these  com''  when  appointed,  do  not  hy  any 

act  contravene  the  ahove  resolution. 

T  am.  Sec, 

(i.  C. 


LeKcr  from   Col.   G.    Vav  Scha'ich  to   Gormior   ChUfun. 

Albany,  Sept.  lii,  17bU. 
Sir:     His    Excellency    General    AVashington.    has 
directed  me  to  march  my  regiment  to  the  grand  army 
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immediately  after  tliey  are  relieved  from  Fort 
Schuyler.  The  want  of  clothing  amongst  the  men  is 
such,  that  it  requires  my  utmost  exertion  to  procure 
them,  although  out  of  the  line  of  my  duty.  I  should 
not  give  your  Excellency  any  trouhle  about  this 
matter  was  it  not,  that  the  men  are  in  a  manner  naked, 
and  that  I  apprehend,  on  their  arrival  at  Schenectady, 
great  desertions  will  take  place,  if  we  have  nothing  to 
give  them.  Tliere  are  a  small  quantity  of  shirts  and 
linnen  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  John  I^.  Bleecker,  one  of 
the  gentlemen  directed  hy  a  late  law  to  collect  clothing 
for  the  Continental  battalions  of  this  State :  and  Mr. 
Bleecker  informs  me,  there  is  some  more  expected. 
I  must  intreat  the  favor  of  your  Excellency,  to  furnish 
the  bearer  Lieut.  Abraham  Ten  Eyck,  paymaster, 
with  an  order  on  Mr.  Bleecker,  to  deliver  all  the  shirts 
and  linnen,  he  may  have  in  his  hands,  provided  it 
docs  not  exceed  one  shirt  and  a  pair  of  overhalls  per 
man.  As  the  regiment  has  not  yet  received  any  kind 
of  clothing,  since  the  first  of  December  last,  it  is 
easily  judged  the  condition  they  must  be  in.  Should 
your  Excellency  disapprove  of  the  measure,  my 
attachment  and  zeal  for  the  service,  and  in  order  as 
much  as  in  me  lays  to  prevent  mutinys  and  desertions, 
will  I  flatter  myself  sufficiently  apologize  for  troubling 
your  Excellency  on  this  subject. 


I  am,  &c.. 


G.  Van  Schaick. 
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Letto'  from  Gorcrmr  Clinton  to  Colonel  G.   Van  Srlinicl;. 

14"'  Sept'.,  17H0. 
Sir: 

Agi'ooiiblo  to  your  ]-0(|UO.'^t,  1  liavr  cuclosud  an  oidur 

for  til 0  clt^tliinir  ill  the  hands  of  Mr.  P>1oe('kor  for  the 

use  of  your  regiment,  not  to  exceed  one  shirt  and  one 

overall  ^Z  man.     This  your  paymaster  is  to  receipt  for, 

and  you   will  please  to  forward   a  dn[>licate    receipt, 

which  I  have  occasion  for  as  a  voucher. 

I  am,  &c.  G.  0. 


From  Birinr/fon's  Boi/al  Gazette,  Sept.  2o,  17S0. 

"FORT  STAXWIX. 

"  By  a  person  of  good  reputation  and  porfoctly 
intelligent,  just  arrived  from  the  northward,  we  are 
informed  that  about  a  fortnight  ago.  Fort  Stanwix, 
after  having  been  five  or  six  weeks  closelv  invcsttd, 
was  taken  by  six  hundred  British  troops,  commanded 
by  a  lieutenant  colonel,  supposed  to  bo  the  king's  or 
Vlli  liegiment.  Our  faithful  friend  C'ai)tain  .loscph 
Brant,  with  a  partv  of  Indians,  shared  in  the  glorv  of  this 
conquest,  which  was  taciUtated  by  ST  A  IJVATIOX.  (" 
phrase  ice  adopt  from  our  old  acfjxniutanre  and  ft  I  loir  ritizen, 
William  Lirini/.^fon,  Esquire,  now  of  New  Jei'se>i).  The 
Indians  have  laid  waste  tlie  whole  country,  the  t«>ry 
liouses  excepted,  down  to  Schenectady,  where  some 
rebels  are   at  work  throwing  ii|i  works  to  oppose  the 
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progress  of  tlie  Britisli  troops,  and  our  Indian  allies. 
Tlic  rel)el  women  and  children  liave  retired  to  Albany, 
where,  from  a  consciousness  of  their  unprovoked  per- 
secutions and  murders,  terror  and  jeopardy  prevail, 
even  to  distraction.  The  seditious  seminarv,^  under 
the  direction  of  missionary  Wheelock,  of  attrocious 
name,  we  are  informed,  has  lately  been  completely 
expurgated  by  a  long  merited  conflagration." 


Letter  from   Governor  Clinton  to  General  Schuyler. 

POUGHKEEPSIE,  Oct.   3d,  1780. 

Dear  Sir: 

I  wrote  you  last  night,  in  answer  to  yours  of  the  27th 
ultimo,  by  my  brother,  who  is  on  his  way  to  Albany 
to  take  tlie  command  in  that  quarter.  I  am  since 
favored  with  your  two  letters  of  the  31st  of  last  month 
and  the  1st  instant.  If  my  health  permitted,  I  would 
immediately  set  out  for  Albany,  but  I  am  so  affected 
witli  the  rheumatism  occasioned  by  my  last  jaunt  and 
the  present  dam])  Avoather,  that  I  dare  not  undertake 
the  journey.  I  have  communicated  to  my  brother  the 
intelligence  transmitted  me  from  your  quarter,  and 
liave  directed  him  to  call  on  Gen''  Ten  Broeck  and 
Van  Ilcnsselaer  for  a  sufficient  force  from  their 
brigades  to  cover  the  settlements,  agst  the  incursions 
of  the  enemy  and  rojicl  them  ;    and  I  have  wrote  to 


'  At  Hanover,  N.  II.     The  greater  part  of  this  artiele  is  fictitious. 
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those-    i;-ontlonu'ii    to    (.'omply    Avitli    his    ivtuiisilions. 

AVliat    we    .sluill    do  for    |trovisioiis    (tlio    Ihc    country 

abounds  with  it),  Uotl  only  knows.     The  assessments 

eome  on  so  slowly  notwithstanclinti;  every  endeavor  to 

hasten  them,  that  no  eertain  dejieudanee  can  be  plaeed 

upon  them.     Tlu'  cattk'  wlu-n   received,  are   scarcely 

worth  killinu".     The  mills  tor  want  ol"  water,  iinahK-  to 

o'rind  the  wheat.     I  have  this  moment  received  a  \erv 

pressino"  letter  from   (Jen'  ITeatli   Avho  commands  in 

the  ITisrhlands  on  this  subject  of  his  wants,  bv  which 

I  am  informed  that  his  only  dependance  for  bread  is 

on  this  state.     It  is  not  in  my  power  to  relieve  him. 

Your  letter  fullv  confirms  me  on  what  I  had  some 

reason  to  suspect,  on  the  first  incursion  of  the  enemy, 

respecting  the   conduct  of  Allen.     1  wish  this  matter 

may   be   fully    investigated   and   I   beg   that  it   may 

continue  to  enii-ao'e  vour  attention.     Your  letter  to  the 

commander-in-chief,  shall  be  immediately  forwai-dcd. 

If  the  present  alarm  is  as  imminent  as  is  to  be  ai)pre- 

hended  I  will  see  3'ou  soon  if  my  health  will  enalde  me. 

I  am,  <!cc.,  G.  C. 

Gen'  Schuyler. 


Lidlcr  from  Citizens  of  Trijon  CoUntij  to  (Juccrnof  Clinton. 

Johnstown,  Ortol/  3'',  1780. 
Hon''  Sir: 

We    are    unhappily    situated    in    this    county,    by 

keeping  so  many  disaffected  families  amongst  us.  and 
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it  is  with  reo-ret  ^^'e  inform  vour  Excellencv,  that  the 
act  provided  tor  sending-  them  off.  ayipears  to  us  very 
deficient. 

Many  of  tliese  disaffected  families  are  not  able  to 
transport  themselves  ten  miles,  (and  yet  as  capable  of 
doing  lis  hnrt  as  the  richer  kind).  Others  are  able  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  themselves  and  something  to 
si)are.  AVe  should  be  o-lad  to  divide  what  thev  have 
amono-st  them,  so  as  to  carrv  the  whole  off,  but  in 
doing  of  this,  we  must  act  without  law. 

^Ve  would  therefore  pray  your  Excellency,  to  give 
us  vour  advice  bv  Lieut.  Bradnor,  if  there  is  no 
prospect  of  an  amendment  being  made  to  the  act 
soon. 

The  necessity  of  their  being  sent  oft'  immediately  is 

notorious,  as  we  are  fully  convinced  they  harbor  and 

o'ive  intellio'cnce  to  the  enemy  daily.     AVe  have  also 

a  number  of  men,  who  we  believe  do  infinitely  more 

damage  than  the  women.     Some  of  them  have  applied 

to  u'o  otr.     We  should  Ijc  very  glad  to  know  whether 

Ave  are  to  proA'ide  a  fiagg  to  send  them  oft*,  or  where 

we  are  to  apply  for  one. 

With  Res])ect  \our  Excellency's 

Most  Obed'  Humble  servt. 

Peter  S.  Deygert,^ 

Zeph.  Batcheller. 
Gov^  Clinton. 


*  Appointed  major  Marcli  -i,  ITSO. 
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Pttidoii    from    Ciliicns  of  Trj/oit    <  '<"iiiiii. 

TuvoN  County,  (Ith  October,  17S(l. 
The    iV'litioii  ul"    the    Inliahitaiits  of    Tiyoii    ('oiiiilv, 

irinnbly    Slu'wctli, 

That  your  I'ctitioiuMs  have  (hiriui;-  this  eaiiiitaiu-ii, 
labored  under  the  most  (Uvadfiil  diflindties :  tliat 
several  of  their  priiieipal  settlements,  vi/  :  Conawaiia, ' 
[and]  Conajoharv,  liave  been  entirely  destroyed, 
wlierebv  a  crrcat  number  of  families  were  foreed  to 
leave  the  eountrv,  in  order  to  seek  refuge  in  some 
other  part,  more  remote  from  our  cruel  savaije 
enemies  :  that  still  the  greater  numlter,  trusting  in 
the  Providence  of  God,  and  the  protection  of  their 
eountrv,  did  rather  choose  to  stay  in  defence  of  their 
pvoperty,  rights  and  Ubei-ties,  than  to  give  way  to 
thouglits  uid)ecoming  a  people  that  is  determined  to 
be  free,  and  would  rather  share  the  good  will  and 
danger  of  their  fellow  brethren,  in  the  country,  than 
to  be  a  burden  upon  tlie  [tublic. 

That  it  most  scasomd)ly  hapjieiied  by  your  Kxeel- 
lency's  paternal  care,  which  tiny  havi'  so  often 
experienced,  tluit  troops  have  been  sent  uji  to  their 
assistance,  time  enough  to  enable  and  protect  them  to 
gather  tlieir  grain,  whereof  a  vast  (piantity  stands  now 
dispersed  all  «)ver  the  several  settlements  of  their 
eountrv.    staulkeil   uj)   in   their    tields    and    rmind    the 

'  (":iiiL'hn:i\v;i'_'a.  now  Foiula,  Moiiliroincry  county. 
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dittereiit  forts.  That  tliis  happy  circumstaiiee,  and  tlic 
prospect  tliat  the  sniFerers  could  liiid  shelter  and 
refuge  with  those  who  enjoy  their  houses,  whereof 
there  is  a  considerable  number,  have  been  the  support 
of  their  hopes  and  perseverance.  But  that  their  firm 
resolution  is  quite  shaken,  when  they  find  that  the 
time  of  the  troops  which  were  sent  to  their  protection 
is  almost  ex];)ired,  at  a  time  when  the  enemy  in  the 
verge  of  their  settlements,  has  in  the  siglit  of  a 
number  of  the  best  troops,  and  most  vigilant  otficers, 
Ijunrd  killM  and  taken  prisoners,  of  which  almost 
every  day  brings  a  new  instance,  that  your  petitioners 
have  intelligence  that  this  is  the  sixth  dav  since 
Brandt  had  left  Magara,  with  a  large  body  of  men, 
with  an  intent  to  invade  oui-  country,  that  your 
[letitionei's  presume  if  that  should  be  the  case,  as 
they  have  the  greatest  reason  to  believe  it  will  be 
some  time  this  fall,  then  it  would  be  in  the  power 
of  the  cncmv  to  destroy  almost  all  the  grain  col- 
lected,  besides  the  rest  of  the  settlements  yet  standing, 
if  seasonable  and  efiective  measures  is  not  imme- 
diately ado[)tcd  to  prevent  it.  Your  petitioners  are 
therefore  under  tlie  most  dreadful  apprehensions,  and 
presume  to  lay  their  case  once  more  before  your 
Excellency,  appealing  to  your  known  humanity, 
craving  your  Excellency's  kind  interposition  with  the 
Legislature,  and  the  commander  iu  chief,  to  have 
such  relief  granted  as  our  case  requires,  and  you  in 
your  wisdom  shall  see  meet. 
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Your  Excolloiu'vs  luiniblo   Potitionors.   as  in    diuv 
bouud  shall  ever  l»ray. 

Sisined  in  behalf  of  the  Tiihahitants  of  Tr\<iii  (,  ..iiuiv. 
Jacoi!  1.  Ki.tu'K,  (.'ol.'  .John  Kasi:i,.ma.\, 

•T.  1>ANIEL  Gros,  Minister,-   Juiix  T.  Hackus, 
Jellis  Fonda,  Samuel  Vanettia,  Left 

Adam  Conderman,  John  Snell, 

Adam  Leyp,  Henricii  Lairs, 

XlCUuLAS  COPPERNOLL,  AViLLlAM  LaIRS, 

his 

DoMMAS  X  Goodman,  Joiix  Ziklley, 

murk 

Adam  Cinije,  (?) 

his 

George  x  Kelman,  Son'. 

mark 

PiETER  S.  Dey(;ert. 


Letter  from  Governor  Clinton  to  Colonel  Klock. 

Kingston,  llth  October,  1780. 
Sir: 

I  have  tliis  moment  received  a  petition  dated  Sth 

instant,  subscribed  by  yourself  and  other  inhabitants 

of  Tryon  county,  in  answer  to  which   I  am  hapjiy  in 

'  Colonel  of  the  Palatine  district  regiment  of  state  militin. 

-The  Rev.  Johan  Daniel  Gros,  was  a  German  emigrant  who  came 
to  Ameriea  shortly  before  the  revolution,  was  naturali/ed  by  the 
general  assembly,  March  8,  1773,  and  settled  at  Canajoharie.  At 
this  period  he  was  holding  a  commission  as  chaplain  to  the  levies 
raised  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers.  The  date  of  liis  appointment 
was  June  10,  ITsO.  After  the  war,  h<-  renuned  to  New  York,  and 
was  settled  as  pastor  of  a  German  Reformed  Church.     For  several 
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being  able  to  inform  you  that  Legislative  provision  is 
made  for  calling  out  a  part  of  tbe  militia  for  a  certain 
period  for  the  furtlicr  defense  of  the  Frontiers,  and 
orders  are  accordingly  issued  for  tliis  purpose  wliicli  I 
trust  will  reach  you  before  tins  can,  as  tliey  were 
forwarded  some  days  since. 

The  sense  of  the  members  representing  the  frontier 
counties,  was  taken,  as  to  the  number  of  men  necessary 
for  this  service,  and  I  trust  therefore,  that  this  force 
ordered  to  be  raised,  will  j'l'ove  competent.  The 
greatest  fear  is,  that  it  may  not  be  brought  into  the 
field  as  early  as  exigencies  may  require.  In  this  case, 
I  must  entreat  the  best  exertions  of  the  militia  of  Trvon 
county,  until  they  can  be  enrolled  and  forwarded  for 
their  relief.  Be  asssured  tliat  everv  eftbrt  shall  be 
made  on  my  part  for  your  protection. 


Col.  Klock. 


Iam,&c.,         G.  C. 


years  he  was  professor  of  moral  philosopliy  and  logic  in  Coliunbia 
College,  He  died  at  Canajoliarie  j\Iay  15, 1812,  aged  seventy-five  years. 
The  late  Governor  DeWitt  Clinton  in  an  address  delivered  before 
the  aliunni  of  Columbia  College,  thus  alludes  to  ]\Ir.  Gros :  "He  had 
emigrated  to  this  couutr}'  l)efore  the  revolution,  and  settled  near  tlie 
banks  of  the  Mohawk,  in  a  frontier  countr}',  peculiarly  exposed  to 
irruptions  from  Canada  and  the  hostile  Indians.  When  war  com- 
menced, he  took  the  side  of  America,  and,  enthroned  in  the  hearts  of 
his  countrymen,  and  distinguished  for  tlie  courage  which  marks  the 
German  chai"acter,  he  rallied  the  desponding,  animated  the  wavering, 
coufii-med  the  doubtful  and  encouraged  the  brave  to  more  than 
ordinaiy  exertion.  With  the  Bible  in  one  hand  and  the  sword  in  the 
oilier,  lie  stood  forth  in  the  \mited  character  of  patriot  and  Christian, 
vindicating  the  libeities  of  mankind,  and  amidst  the  most  appalling 
dangers,  and  the  most  awful  vicissitudes,  like  the  Red  Cross  knight 
of  the  Fairy  Queen,  '  Right  faithful  true  he  was,  in  deed  and  word.'  " 
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Letter  from  Stephen  Lush  to  Governor  Clinton. 

Albany,  October  1-2,  1780. 
Dear  Sir : 

I  this  luomciit  arrived,  and  am  now  at  Col*' 
Maleom's  Quartcr.s.  Major  Hughes,  in  a  letter  to 
him  of  the  10th,  whieli  I  have  now  hefore  me,  says, 
that  an  Indian  deserter  then  just  arrived,  brings 
intellio:ence,  that  a  laro-e  bodv  of  British  and  Indians, 
under  Sir  John,  Butler,  and  Brant,  were  the  night  of 
the  8th  Inst,  at  Oneida,  from  Xiagara,  on  their  way 
to  Stone  Arabia,  and  ultimately  for  Fort  Schuyler: 
that  thev  were  furnished  with  mortars  and  eannun,  and 
a  large  number  of  shells,  (one  of  which  the  Indian 
brought  in  his  l)lanket).  ^Nlajor  Hughes  says,  every 
preparation  is  making  to  receive  them. 

The  enemy  have  also  appeared  to  the  northward. 
Col°  Livingston  in  another  letter  to  Col"  Malcom, 
(also  before  me),  dated  yesterday,  5  o'clock  a.  m.  says, 
he  had  that  moment  rec**  a  particular  account  of  the 
taking  of  Fort  .Vnn,  that  Cap'  Sherwood  coniuiand^ 
there,  was  summoned  by  ^lajor  Carleton  of  the 
enemy :  lie  refused,  but  upon  their  i>arading  their 
forces,  amounting  to  850  British,  Indians  and  Tories, 
in  view  of  the  garrison,  they  surrendered  prisoners  of 
war. 

Col°  Livingston  writes,  tliat  his  intelligence  is,   that 

Carleton  with  his  [larty  ai-c  now  at  Fort  George,  and 

1-2 


5)0  NORTHERN  INVASION. 

are  to  be  ioiiied  by  a  party  from  Ballstown  under 
command  of  8ir  John :  and  that  lie  means  if  he  can, 
with  safety  to  his  post,  march  to  the  rehef  of  Fort 
Georo-o. 

Thus  stands  the  ace*  from  onv  northern  and  western 
frontiers.  CoP  Malcom  has  transmitted  them  by  an 
express  to  Pokeepsie  this  morning,  bnt  npon  mj 
informing  him  that  yonr  Excellency  was  probably  at 
Kingston,  he  is  gone  for  another  express,  and  has 
desired  me  to  write  yonr  Excellency  the  aboye  acc'ts, 
so  as  to  haye  them  in  readiness  to  be  dispatched  as 
soon  as  the  express  can  be  obtained. 

This  brigade  is  ordered  to  march  immediately,  and 
are  now  preparing  to  be  disposed  of  as  Col"  Malcom, 
and  Gen^  Ten  Eroeck  shall  think  best,  for  the  defence 
of  the  frontiers.  Col.  Malcom  has  made  a  request 
to  Gen^  V"  Rensselaer  for  800  men,  and  intreats  yonr 
Excellency,  if  possible,  to  haye  the  men  hastened  on 
by  yonr  Excellency's  orders. 

The  scarsity  of  proyisions,^  and  the  total  uncertainty 
of  obtaining  supplies,  is  truly  alarming.  If  any  means 
can  be  fallen  upon,  to  supply  the  troops  now  ordered 


^B^"  ail  act  passed  Sept.  21,  1780,  the  foUowiug  quotas  of  fat  cattle 
were  assigned  to  the  several  counties:  Albany,  300;  Dutchess,  475 ; 
Ulster,  loO  ;  Orange,  150  ;  and  Westchester  50.  By  the  same  act,  it 
"was  ordered  that  2,000  barrels  of  flour  should  be  assessed,  viz  :  from 
Albany  2,000,  Dutchess  1,000,  Ulster  000,  Orange  300,  Tryou  000, 
and  C'liarlotte  100.  These  quotas  were  to  be  distributed  among  the 
towns,  and  the  whole  were  to  l)e  delivered  before  the  1st  of  January 
1781.  Of  course  no  benetit  was  derived  from  this  law  in  the  present 
crisis. 
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out,  and  those  alivady  ou  the  tVoiiticrs,  Col"  Mak-oiu 

roqiiests   your   ExooUonov's    intorpo.<ition,    as  Avithout 

supplies,  the  militia  must  disband,  as  soon  as  they  take 

the  tield.     And  if  any  reinforcements  of  men  oan  be 

obtained,  from  any  other  quarter  than  those  already 

mentioned,     Col"    Maleoni    conceives    they    will     be 

wanted,   provided  they  come  with  suffieient  supplies 

of  provisions. 

Col"  Livino;ston,  in  a  letter  to-dav,  savs  he  is  sur- 

rounded  by  the  Indians  and  tories,  who  lla^■e  hovered  in 

notice  of  the  fort  for  the  last  twelve  hours :  that  they 

had  not  yet  ventured  an  attack :  that  he  liad  sent  out  a 

party  of  20  men   who  were   obliged  to   return,   the 

enemy  proving  too  numerous :  that  they  were  burning 

ab'  7  miles  from  the  fort:  that  thev  had  only  00  men 

tit  for  duty,  and  the  enemy  supposed  400. 

I  am,  with  the  highest  respect  and  esteem. 

Your  Excellency's  ^Most  Obed'  Serv' 

Stephen  Lrsii/ 
His  Excellency  Gov""  Clinton. 

The  foregoing  is  a  tolerable  exact  state  of  things. 
1  have  sent  a  letter  to  Col.  Xlook,  requesting  him  to 
turn  out  the  Tryon  county  brigade.  It  is  necessary 
that  we  be  able  to  ndvanoo  with  1,000  mon,  the  ])Osts 


'Mr.  Lush  had  previously  been  a  prisoner  with  tlit-  ciuMiiy,  and 
afterward  was  private  secrctarj'  to  CJovernor  Clinton.  lie  died  at 
No.  :jll  Nortli  Market  *lr..i  i'm-.u  T^roadway)  Albany,  April  fi,  is^.j, 
aged  seventy-two  years. 
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at  the  same  time  guarded.  Gen'  Van  Rensselaer  is 
my  only  dependance.  Will  you  come  up  ?  It  is 
necessary.  It  is  yet  impossible  for  me  to  know  wlietlier 
to  go  north  or  west.  Prorislons.  If  possible,  send 
some  from  Esopus,  &c.  and  do  urge  Gen'  Rensselaer  to 
send  some  on.  Come  up.  Gen.  Ten  Broeck's 
brigade  is  disposed  of,  some  to  Schoharie  to  Fort 
K" &  some  to  E . 


Articles  of  Capitulation  between  3Iajor  Carleton,  com- 
■mmvling  a  detachment  of  the  Kin/fs  troops,  and  Capt. 
Chijmian,  commanding  at  Fort  George. 

Article  V^.  The  troops  of  tlie  garrison  to  surrender 
themselves  prisoners  of  war. 

Article  2''.  That  the  women  and  children  be  per- 
mitted to  return  to  their  homes,  with  two  waggons 
and  their  bac-o-ao-e. 

Article  3^.  Each  officer  shall  be  allowed  their  sei^ants. 

Article  4"".  Ko  Indian  to  enter  the  fort,  until  a  British 
detachment  takes  possession  of  the  fort. 

Article  S"".  Major  Carleton  passes  his  honor  that  no 
levies  in  the  fort  shall  be  lost,  nor  any  person  be 
molested. 

Article  6"'.  Each  soldier  to  carry  his  knapsack. 

Article  7"".  Ensign    Barrett   shall   be   permitted   to 
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retiini  lioim.'  with  his  lainilv  and  [\iv  iTi;-iiin'iit:il  hooks, 
on  li'iviiiii"  his  parolo  to  Major  Carlotoii. 

John  Chipmax,  ('ai»'  Com''  -2''  Uattalion. 

James  Kikkman,  Lt.  2!>th  \\Qi>;\ 

Wm.  Johnston,  Lt.  47th  Rog'. 

Cn«  Carlton,  Major  21»th  Kc-^,  kv.,  ^c,  kv. 


Letter   from    CoL    W.   Malcom  to  Gen.    Van  lien.^sclaer. 

Albany,  Od'  13"',  1780. 
Sir: 

A  very  considerable  body  of  the  enemy  appeared  on 
Tuesday  at  Fort  Ann,  Avhicb  was  instantly  given  up  by 
Cap'  Sherwood.  They  came  on  to  the  river  and  l)nnit  a 
number  of  houses  about  Fort  Edwarch  ^'esterday  they 
returned  towards  Lake  George.  Gen'  Ten  Drocck's 
Militia  above  :Mbany  are  ordered  to  Fort  Edward. 

This  morn'''  1  have  an  express  tVom  l^'ort  Schuyler, 
informing  that  Sir  John,  Butler  and  l^randt,  with  a 
verv  lartce  bodv  were  at  Oneida,  that  thev  liad  cannon, 
mortars  and  shells  with  them.  An  Ind"  deserted  and 
went  into  the  fort  with  this  notice,  and  raniid  a  live 
inch  shell  with  liini  as  an  evidence.  I  have  consulted 
^^^th  Gen'  Ten  Broeck,  and  he  joins  in  opinion  with 
me,  that  it  is  proper  to  have  assistance  t'lom  you,  .>f  nt 
least  800  men.  I  beg  therefore  that  you  will  he 
pleased  to  give  your  orders  accordingly.     Unless  we 


'J4  NORTHERN"  INVASION. 

have  reinforcements  immediately,  no  clonbt  but  Fort 
Seliuyler  and  all  tliat  remains  of  the  fine  country  on  the 
Mohawk  river,  particularly  Stone  Arabia,  will  be 
destroyed.  It  is  also  necessary  that  cattle  and  flour 
come  forward,  not  onlv  for  vour  subsistence  but  for  the 
troops  already  here.  It  is  a  fact  that  we  have  no  beef, 
nor  is  there  either  wheat  or  flour  collected,  notwith- 
standing my  constant  and  most  pressing  solicitations. 
I  am  persuaded  that  you  will  see  the  propriety  of 
marching  tlie  troops  forward  instantly.  You  know 
little  is  to  be  depended  on  in  this  quarter,  and  the 
levies  arc  necessarily  scattered,  so  that  it  is  impossible 
to  collect  any  body  of  them  without  leaving  some 
valuable  part  of  the  country  exposed. 

I  have  wrote  to  the  Gov'"  tliis  morning,  but  at  that 
time  did  not  imagine  the  enemy  were  so  formidable. 
Yours  very  Respectfully, 

AV.  IVrALCoM,  Coll.  Conn?. 
To  Gen'.  Van  Rensselaer. 


Letter  from   Gen.    Van  Rensselaer  to  Governor  Clinton. 

Claverack,  OcV  l:j"',  1780. 
Dear  Gov'' : 

Inclosed  I  send  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  from   Coll" 

Malcomb,  in  consequence  of  which  [T]  have  ordered 

the  whole  brigade  to  march  with  the  greatest  dispatch, 

and  intend  to  set  off"  from  this  to-morrow  morning. 
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[I]    have   requested   the   ag-ent   of  this   st^ite   in    tliis 

quarter,  to  forward  tui  all  tlu'  cattle  and  tloiir  tliey  can 

collect. 

I  am  Dear  Gov'  your  ^Eost  dev'  Servt, 

Ron"^  V-^  Rexsselaku. 


Bcphj  of  Governor    Clinton  to  General  Van  liensselacr. 

October  14'\  1780. 
Dear  t>ir : 

I  have  this  moment  received  your  letter  of  yester- 
day, and  perfectly  approve  your  ordering  out  your 
whole  brigade,  ^[y  orders  of  yesterday  were  for  800, 
but  those  of  this  morning  Avere  for  vour  wliole  brisfade. 
I  must  beo;  vou  to  hasten  them  on  with  nil  i»ossiblc 
speed,  and  take  with  them  all  the  provisions  that  can 
h-e  collected.     I  expect  to  set  out  for  Albany  to-moi-row 

mornins:,  if  not  this  evenino;. 

Yours,  etc.,         G.  C. 
Brig.  Gen.  Yan  Renssehxer. 


Attack  upon  Forts  Ann  and  Gcorejc. 

From  HolVs  Poughkccpsie  Journal,  dated  October  10,  IT^iO,  quoted  in 
Almonds  Rerncmbrdncer,  vi,  22. 

"A\"ehoar  from  the  nortliward,  that  a  considerable 
body    of    British    Troops,    Indians    aii«I    'I'mii^    from 
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Canada,  by  tlie  way  of  Lake  Cliamplain,  have  taken 
our  posts  at  Fort  George  and  Fort  Ann,  \vitli  the 
small  garrison;  and  that  the  enemy  are  still  in  that 
quarter,  burning  and  ravaging  the  country,  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Fort  Edward.  The  Inhabitants  of 
Tryon  County,  are  also  alarmed  by  intelligence,  that  a 
considerable  party,  under  Butler  and  Brandt,  are 
expected  that  way.  When  the  last  accounts  came  off, 
the  militia  were  assembling  to  oppose  tliem." 


Letter  from  Governor  Clmton  to  General  Greene. 

POUGHKEEPSIE,   Ocf  14*\  1780. 

Dear  Sir: 

I  have  rcc"  your  letter  of  the  9tli  and  10th  Inst.,  and 
am  unhappy  that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  have  met 
you  at  I*ouglikeepsie  agreeable  to  your  appointment. 
I  received  the  information  too  late  for  the  purpose. 

I  should  do  myself  the  pleasure  of  waiting  upon 
you,  at  West  Point,  but  from  the  information  con- 
tained in  the  papers  enclosed,  in  the  letter  to  his 
Excellency  General  Washington,  (which  I  send  under 
a  flying  seal  for  your  perusal,  and  to  be  forwarded  by 
express),  I  And  it  absolutely  necessary  to  proceed  to 
Albany,  and  intend  to  set  out  this  evening  or  in  the 
morning.  The  almost  total  want  of  every  species  of 
supplies,  I  fear  will  pro\'e  fatal  to  us.     We  have  not  a 
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single  Continontal  troop  tlioro,  and  our  whole  depend- 

auee    is   in    the    niiHtia,    and   this   to   oppose   a   very 

formidable  body  of  regidar  troops. 

T  am  with  great  esteem. 

Dear  Sir,  Your  obed'  Serv', 

G.  Clinton. 
Major  General  Green. 

[Forwarded  by   Ca])'  P>elding.] 


Letter  from  Gorcrnor  Clinton  to  General  Washlnr/ton. 

PouGiiKEEPSiE,  14"'  October,  1780. 
Dear  Sir: 

I  transmit  your  Excellency  enclosed,  copies  of 
several  letters  I  received  last  night,  at  Kingston,  from 
Co?  Malcom,  Lt.  Col"^  Lush  &  Livingston.  They 
contain  the  only  account  I  have,  of  the  disagreeable 
situation  of  our  affairs  to  the  northward  and  westward. 
I  shall  immediately  set  out  for  Albany  to  employ 
every  man  in  my  power  to  oppose  the  further  progress 
of  the  enemy,  and  should  Fort  Schuyler  be  invested, 
as  there  is  reason  to  apprehend,  I  will  endeavor  to 
succor  that  fort. 

Your  Excellency  will  be  informed  l)y  one  of  Col° 
Malcom's  letters,  that  Ynn  Schaick's  regiment  is  left 
Albany  and  on  their  way  to  join  the  army,  so  that  our 
whole  dependence  at  present  must  rest  on  tlic  militia. 

13 
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Tlic  levies  raised  for  the  service  of  the  frontiers, 
compose  the  garrison  of  Fort  Schuyler,  and  Malcom's 
corps  occupy  the  other  posts  on  the  north,  and 
Mohawk  rivers  and  at  Schoharie  and  are  of  course 
very  much  dispersed. 

If  it  was  possible  for  your  Excellency  to  spare  some 
Continental  troops  on  this  occasion  they  would  inspire 
the  militia  with  coniidence,  and  enable  us  to  repel  the 
enemy.  The  want  of  supplies  of  every  kind  in  this 
quarter,  will  greatly  embarrass  every  measure,  and  I 
fear  that  with  our  utmost  exertions,  we  shall  fail  in 
collecting  a  sufficient  supply  of  provisions  for  the 
troops  that  it  may  be  necessary  to  keep  in  the  field  on 
this  emergency.  It  is  a  little  remarkable  that  we  have 
not  had  the  least  intelligence  from  the  Grants,  of  the 
approach  of  the  enemy,  though  they  passed  their 
settlements  in  boats,  on  their  way  to  Fort  Ann. 

This  enterprise  of  the  enemy,  is  probably  the 
effect  of  Arnold's  treason,  and  when  they  are  informed 
that  the  capital  object  of  it  is  discovered  and  defeated, 
it  is  to  be  presumed  they  will  be  discouraged  in 
prosecuting  the  full  extent  of  their  designs,  though  I 
think  we  ought  not  to  place  any  reliance  on  this 
presumption. 

I  am,  &e.,  G.  C. 

His  Excellency 
General  Washington. 

[Forwarded  by  Ocf  14"'  in  the  evening  enclosed  to 
Gen,  Green  by  Capt.  Beldiiig.] 
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Letter  from  Cap'  Shericood  to  Col.  Ihnrjj  Liriiu/ston. 

( t.N  n.»AUL»  TUE  Carleton,  17"'  October,  1780. 
Dear  Sir: 

It  is  with  rcfi;rct  that  T  write  from  tins  place,  hut 
mv  situation  will  admit  of  no  other.  I  have  not  had 
the  least  reason  to  complain  since  a  prisoner,  hut  have 
been  used  with  the  greatest  politencs.s.  You  have 
doubtless  heard  the  particulars  of  my  giving  up  the 
garrison  at  Fort  Ann  to  Maj'  Carleton,  who  was  at 
the  head  of  seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight  men, 
chiefly  British.'  T  have  with  me  seventy-five  men, 
officers  included,  which  was  the  whole  of  my  garrison, 


'  Seth  Slicrwood,  a  captain  of  exempts,  in  a  petition  for  relief,  dated 
April,  1782,  says : 

"On  the  10th  of  October,  1780,  was  informed  that  on  the  foregoing 
night  an  express  had  passed  from  Fort  Ann  to  Fort  Edward,  with 
intelligence  that  the  tracks  of  150  or  200  of  the  enemy  had  ])een 
discovered  by  a  scout  from  Fort  Ann,  near  South  Bay.  And  ratiicr 
thinking  them  to  l)e  less  in  nuinl)er  than  more,  as  generally  so  proves 
in  alarms,  and  taking  advice  from  some  of  his  company,  who  were 
gathered  to  draw  ammunition,  &c.  I  rode  off  for  further  information, 
in  order  to  know  in  what  manner  to  jn-occcd  for  the  relief  of  troops  at 
Fort  Ann.  I  being  soon  met  by  a  number  of  the  enemy,  who  inlonned 
Fort  Ann  was  taken  and  burnt,  which  I  gave  l>ut  little  credit  to,  till 
made  sensible  by  being  brought  to  the  main  body  of  Major  Carlton's 
party  or  army,  which  consisted  of  800  regular  troops  and  loyalists 
exclusive  of  2.5  savages,  and  seeing  the  garrison  was  captured  to  my 
surprise  and  made  sensiljle  of  the  truth.  And  my  being  examined 
strictly  concerning  the  strength  and  number  of  troops  at  Fort  Edward 
and  Fort  George,  &c.,  was  ordered  to  fall  in  with  the  body  of  tlie  rest 
of  the  prisoners." 

Captain  Sherwood's  premises  were  wasted,  and  property  destroyed, 
which  he  valued  at  £941  liard  monev. 
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and  not  to  exceed  ten  pounds  of  ammnnition  p'"  man, 
my  communications  cut  off  and  without  the  least  hopes 
of  reUef  for  some  time.  It  is  not  only  chagrining 
but  heart-breaking  boon  to  relate  the  dolefuU  tail. 

However  after  consulting  my  officers  and  some  of 
my  most  sensible  men,  [I]  agreed  to  capitulate,  and 
gave  up  the  garrison,  and  consider  myself  and  men  as 
prisoners  of  war,  could  have  made  some  resistence 
as  long  as  my  powder  and  ball  lasted,  but  when  that 
was  exhausted,  what  men  that  should  then  [have] 
survived  would  have  been  massacred  by  the  savages. 
This  heing  my  situation,  hard  as  it  was,  I  agreed  to 
sign  the  articles,  having  liberty  to  send  the  women 
and  children  to  tlieir  respective  homes. 

My  men  are  divided,  so  as  I  am  not  aide  to  write  an 
exact  account  of  the  numl)er  of  my  men  and  the 
militia  apart. 

Maj''  Oiipnian  is  also  prisoner  here,  with  al)Out 
forty  men  from  Fort  George.^    Have  sent  p''  the  hearer 


'  On  tlic  14tli  of  March,  1781,  Captain  Cliipnianj-whoAvho  was  still  a 
prisoner,  l)ut  on  ))arolc  at  Albany,  petitioned  the  legislature  for  relief. 
Tiic  coiulitions  of  his  parole  required  him  to  return  to  the  enemy, 
unless  a  Dr.  Geor<i(!  Smyth  of  the  city  of  Albany,  was  exchang-ed  for 
himself  and  servant,  before  the  lirst  day  of  May  following.  The 
committee  to  whom  this  petition  was  referred  reported,  that  as 
Captain  Chipman  was  not  a  subject  of  the  state,  nor  captured  while 
in  the  immediate  service  of  the  same,  a  compliance  would  do  great 
injustice  to  subjects  of  the  state,  then  prisoners  with  the  enemy,  and 
anxious  for  an  exchange.  Dr.  Smyth  and  family  had  been  allowed  to 
go  to  Canada  on  parole  in  October,  1780,  to  be  exchanged  for  Peter 
Hanson  and  Adam  Fonda  of  Tryon  county.  This  transaction  appears 
not  to  have  l)een  perfected,  or  if  so,  was  not  known  to  Captain  Chipman 
in  March,  1781. —  Lcgidatice  Papers,  2,084.     Clinton  Papers,  8,203. 
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ii  few  linos  to  ^^l^s.  Slienvooil.  ^^'U  will  iId  ine 
])articul;u-  favour  to  send  it  hvv  \>\  the  tirst  safo  liaiul. 

1  am  in  a  jioor  situation  to  eontinnc  in  this  cold 
vlimato  this  winter,  havin"^  no  clothes  with  nie  but 
what  1  hrouiilit  on  my  hack,  and  destitute  of  any 
money.  Must  consequently  sutt'er  greatly  if  no  way 
is  devised  bv  our  loii-islative  bodv  for  the  relief  of  the 
state  prisoners.  My  men  are  very  bad  clad,  and  most 
of  them  without  shoes. 

You  will  jilease  let  Mr.  Gillet  know  that  my 
accounts  of  issuings  for  this  month  is  destroyed,  but 
tlie  number  of  men  are  about  the  same  of  last  montli. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  Esteem  your  very  Humble  Serv' 

Adiel  Sherwood. 
Col"  Livino-ston, 

Commanding  Levies  at  Fort  Edwaid. 


Letter  fro) II  General  Heath  to  Governor  Clinton. 

West  Point,   Octoher  17"',  17S0. 
Sir: 

Major  General  Greene,  a  day  or  two  since,  onh'rcd 

Colonel   Gansevoort's   Regiment  to  the   assistance  of 

the  upper  counties.     They  embarked  yesterday,  but 

the  wind  has  since  been  so  fresh  down  the  river,  as  to 

prevent    their    sailing.       I    have    this    day    ordered 

Weissenfel's   regiment    immediatelv   to    embark    ami 

sail  for  Albanv,  there  to  receive  the  orders  of  your 

excellency,  or  the  commanding  officer.     I  hoi)e  these 
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re«:iinents  will  arrive  in  season  to  curb  the  incursions 
of  tlie  enemy.  •: 

Colonel  Van  Schaick  arrived  here  this  day,  with  the 
regiment  under  his  coianiand.  I  wish  he  had  been 
detained  if  it  was  necessary. 

His  Excellency  General  AVashington,  has  been 
pleased  to  honor  me  with  the  command  of  this  post 
and  its  dependencies.  Your  Excellency  can  well  form 
a  judgment  in  what  state  this  post  is  in  at  present,  in 
respect  to  provisions  fuel  and  forage,  and  the 
obstructions  which  the  approaching  cold  season  will 
soon  throw  in  the  way  of  obtaining  them. 

"While  I  assure  you  that  the  interest  of  the  State  of  ISTew 
York  and  the  security  of  this  important  post  shall  have 
my  every  attention,  I  earnestly  request  the  continuance 
of  your  assistance,  the  salutary  effects  of  which  for  the 
public  service,  I  have  often  experienced,  and  on  which 
at  present  I  principally  depend.         . 

I  have  the  honor  to  l)e,  with  the  greatest  respect, 

Your  Most  Obedient  Servant, 

W.  Heath. 
His  Excellency  Governor  CHnton. 


Letter  from  Lieut.  Col.  Veeder  to  Ilcnrij  Glen. 

Lower  Fort  Schohary,  Ocf  17,  1780. 
Dear  Sir : 

The    enemy   have   burnt  the   whole   of   Schohary. 
The  first  fire  was  discovered  about  the  middle  fort, 


NOKTIIEHN   INVASION.  lOo 

8  o'clock  tliis  morniiiic.  Tliov  pajsscd  tln.-^  fort  on  l)oth 
sides  at  4  o'clock  this  afternoon.  Tliey  took  the  whole 
of  their  booty,  and  moved  down  to  lluruiou  ^itut-v's.' 
They  have  tired  two  swivel  shots  thro'  the  roof  of  this 
church.  I  liave  sent  three  scouts  to  make  some 
discoveries  about  the  middle  fort  at  ditferent  times 
this  day,  and  none  have  as  yet  returned.  Xo  exq>res8 
has  arrived  at  this  post  from  either  fort.  By  what  we 
have  seen  of  the  enemy,  we  suppose  their  force  to  be 
between  5  and  600,  mostly  regulars  and  tories. 

Y.  Veeder,  Lt,  Col. 

3  o'clock  at  night.     The    express   says   there  were 
150  more  of  the  enemy  at  the  upper  part  of  Schohary. 

To  H.  Glen,  Esq'. 


Letter  from  General  Robert   Van  Rensselaer  to  Govrntor 

Clinton. 
Dear  Sir : 

The  letter  of  which  the  enclosed  is  a  C(^py,  was 
delivered  me  this  morning.  The  express  who  brought 
the  letter  advises,  that  colonel  Yeeder  directed  him  to 
inform  ^h\  Glen,  that  150  of  the  enemy  in  addition  to 
the  number  mentioned  in  his  letter,  were  in  the  upi)er 
part  of  Schoharv. 

I  shall  in  an  hour  or  two,  as  nearly  as  T  can  estimate, 
have  between  0  and  700  men.     Fifteen  head  of  cattle 


'  Sidney's  place  was  about  one  mile  from  Sloansvillc  at  tiio  lower 
end  of  the  flat.*. 
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intended  for  Fort  Schuyler  arrived  here  yesterday.  I 
have  ordered  six  to  be  killed  tins  morning,  to  victual 
the  troops  for  two  days,  and  as  I  shall  in  all  probability 
ho  necessitated  to  make  nse  of  the  rest,  and  want  an 
additional  number,  your  Excellency  will  perceive  the 
necessity  of  directing  the  agent  to  take  measures  for 
replacing  those  destined  for  the  fort.  The  cattle  are 
extremely  small,  and  I  am  informed  will  not  on  an 
average  net  more  than  two  hundred  w*  per  head. 

As  I  have  been  disappointed  in  procuring  the  horses 
and  wagons  I  intended,  I  shall  immediately  march  to 
Fort  Hunter,  and  upon  my  arrival,  take  such  measures 
as  circumstances  will  admit  of,  to  intercept  the  enemy's 
retreat. 

The   express  who   brought   Colo.   Yeeder's   letter, 

says   that   Major  Woolsey  sallied   from   the  garrison 

yesterday,  and  killed  five,  and  took  two  of  the  enemy. 

The  prisoners  are  British  soldiers. 

I  am,  very  respectfully, 

your  Excellency's  most  obd'  serv* 

Rob''  V  Rexsselaer.^ 
Schenectady,  OcF  18,  9  a.  m. 

P.  S. —  T  have  directed  Colo.  Veeder,  with  all  the 
force  he  can  collect  from  the  different  garrisons,  (so 
as  not  to  M^eaken  them  too  much),  to  hang  on  the 
enemy's  rear,  but  to  avoid  an  engagement,  and  I  hope 
to  be  able  to  be  at  hand  to  sup|>ort  him. 


'  General  Robert  Van  Rensselaer  resided   at   Claverack  then  in 
Albany  countj%  and  vindcr  the  colonial  government,  was  colonel  of 
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Ijfifti'  t'ro)n  (rnrirnor  Ch'nfoii  In  Grin  r"/  Sr/mi//,  r. 

Alisany,  OrhJnr  is.  17s(). 
D'  Sir : 

I  wrote  you  yostordav,  since  wliidi  I  liavo  sot'ii  vour 

letter  to  Gen'   Ton    iJroeek,   uiviiig  an  aee-ouut  of  tlic 

enemy's   appearance    near   White  Creek.      Tliey  nw 

Jilso  at   Sclioliarv  in   vorv   considerabk'  force.      Thev 

liave   artiHery   witli    tlieni,    and    have    conipk'ted    the 

destruction  of  that  settlement.     Thus  circumstanced, 

I  have  been   obliged  to  divide   the  small  force  that 

could  be  raised  immediately  from  the  lower  jiarts  of 

this  county,   to  oppose  the   enemy  at   Uailstown   and 

Schohary,  and  as  yet  it  is  impossible  to  do  more  than 

detach  Col"  Schuvler's  Res:',  to  the  assistance  of  tlie 

militia   in  your  vieinity.     This  1  have  directed  Gen. 

Ten  Broeck  to  do,  and  they  are  to  march  immediately. 

Before  I  left  Poughkeepsie,  I  wrote  Gen.  Washington 

accounts  of  the  eneniA-'s  appearance  on  our  frontiers, 


inilitiii.  He  served  as  a  delegate  In  the  provincial  congress,  and  was 
elected  to  the  first,  second  and  fourtli  sessions  of  the  lower  hrancli  of 
the  state  legislature.  On  thr  2.")tli  of  February,  1778,  he  was  again 
appointed  colonel  under  state  authority,  and  on  the  2.")lii  of  .lune, 
1780,  was  made  brigadier  general  in  command  of  tlie  second  brigade 
of  Albany  county.  He  held  tliis  office  until  the  state  niiiitia  were 
arranged  into  five  divisions,  on  the  18th  of  April,  18(K),  when  he 
became  major  general  of  tlie  third  division,  comprising  Columbia. 
Rensselaer,  Washington,  Clinton  and  Essex  counties.  He  died  at 
his  home  in  Claverack,  September  11th,  1802,  aged  si.\ty-oue  years. 
He  was  the  father  of  Jacob  Rutsen  Van  Ren.sselaer,  formerly  a  leading 
lawyer  ami  ]iolitician  of  f'laverack.  who  was  se(■^•ta^^•  of  st.atc  in 
181:}-1.-.. 
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and  the  capture  of  Forts  Ann  and  (nleorge,  and  pressed 

the  necessity  of  send^  some  troops  for  onr  rehef. 

r  am  Sir,  &c. 

G.  C. 
Gen.  Schuyler. 

P.  S.  I  this  morning  write  to  Gen.  Washington, 
repeating  my  request  for  relief,  and  immediately  after 
this  is  done,  I  intend  to  set  out  for  Schenectady, 
leaving  Gen.  Ten  Broeck  in  command  here,  with 
orders  to  forward  jou  further  assistance  as  soon  as  a 
sufhcient  numher  of  militia  shall  come  in  to  render 
that  measure  proper.  You  will  immediately  order 
Col.  Stephen  Schuyler's  reg'  to  Saratoga,  to  join  the 
militia  collecting  tliere,  and  assist  in  the  protection  of 
the  Inhabitants,  in  that  part  of  the  country,  against 
the  incursions  and  depredations  of  the  enemy. 

G.  C. 


Tjctfcr   from.  J/teut.    ( ol.  Barciii    I.   Hhinis   to    Gorervor 

Clinton. 

Lower  Fout,  Oi-tofxr  18"',  1780. 
This  moment  your  Excellency's  letter  came  to  hand. 
Two  prisoners  from  Sir  John's  army  arriv'd  at  the 
same  time,  with  the  following  intelligence  :  that  eight 
o'clock  this  morning,  Johnson,  Butler  and  Brant, 
mov'd  with  their  army  from  Sidney's  saw  mill,  down 
the  Mohawk  road  to  the  said  river,  where  tliey  were 
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to  joviK'   the-  itartN"  ut"  the  ciR'Hiv  Iroin   the    iiorward. 

tlu'ii"  stroiiLTtli   l>_v  till'   act''  of  tlioso  p^^^onors,  is  one 

tliousaiul    iiifii.    of   wliicli   wi'i-f    -2    liiiiiili<<I    Indians: 

the  rest  rogiilai-  troops  and  tory.s.     Another  party  of 

150,  were  gone  to  Kat.skill.     The  post  at  this  phice  is 

safe. 

Bauent  I.  Staats,'  Lieut.  Coll. 

To  liis  Exeellency, 
George  Clinton  Es(f . 

[Forwarded  to  the  care  of  Henry  Glen,  >Seheneetady.] 


Letter  from  Major  J.  Lan^ivr/  to  Governor  Clinton. 

Mohawk  IvIVkk,  6  Miles  East  of  Fort  Tfnntcr, 

Octo''  18,  17<su,  •;  r.  M. 
bir : 

This   moment,    General    Rensselaer   is   ad\dsed    1>y 

express,  that  the  enemy  are  burning  the  country   in 

the  neighborhood  of  Fort  Hunter.     Their  force  could 

not    be    ascertained    when     the    man     eame     away. 

General  Rensselaer  intends  to  push  on  by  inoonlight,'- 

as  soon  as  he  possibly  can.     Perhaps  your  Excellen<y 

may  deem   it  advisaljje  to   order  the    militia   uuw   at 


'This  ollittr  Iielungtd    to  Pliilii)  tScliuylor't)  regiment,    ami   wiis 
commissioned,  .June  22,  ITTS. 

*Full  moon  occurred  on  tlie  niornint,'  of  the  loth.    The  moon  arose 
on  the  l5<tb,  at  eight  minutes  before  10  i:  m. 
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8clienectady,  to  inarch  up  so  as  to  cover  our  retreat 
slioukl  we  experience  a  retreat,  wliicli  we  have 
however  no  idea  of  at  present,  as  the  iniUtia  evince 
such  a  disposition  to  engage,  as  promises  a  happy  issue. 
I  have  tlie  honor  to  he,  your  Excellency's 

Most  Ohed*  Serv', 

J.  Lansing,  Major. 


Letter  from  Governor  Clinton  to  General  Washington. 

Albany,  Odu"-  18^  1780,  10  r.  m. 
Sir  : 

I  wrote  to  your  Excellency  from  Poughkeepsic  on 

Saturday  last,^  and  communicated  to  you  the  accounts 

which  I  had  then  received  from  this  quarter.     The 

next  day  I  set  out  for  this  place,    and  arrived  here  on 

Monday.     Upon  my  arri^'al,  I  found  the  main  body  of 

the    enemy  which    appeared   in   the  northward,^  had 


'  October  14th. 

2  Referring  to  the  expeclitiou  under  Major  Christopher  Carleton. 
Tliis  officer  who  belonged  to  tlie  29th  regiment,  lield  rank  as 
major,  from  September  14,  1777.  He  was  promoted  to  lieutenant 
colonel  February'  19,  178-3,  and  his  name  was  last  on  the  army  list  in 
1787. 

In  the  spring  of  1778,  a  Colonel  Carleton,  nephew  of  General 
Carleton,  was  reported  as  liaving  been  for  some  time  concealed 
among  the  tory  iidiabitants  around  .Jolnistown,  as  a  spy,  and  that  he 
took  the  route  from  tlience  to  Oswego,  on  his  return  to  Canada.  The 
Marquis  do  La  Fayette,  in  writing  from  Johnstown,  March  6,  1778, 


\()i;t!ii:ij\  I^■^  \^in\.  l(i!l 

voturnod  l>v  the  way  of  Jiiikf  (Tt'()r«>;i',  ;iinl  iliat  part  of 
the  i-ouutrv  sooiucd  aii'aiii  to  bo  in  a  state  of  trainiuilit\ . 
Ycstonlay  moniinir,  however,  I  was  infoniu'tl  that  a 
party  had  iua(k'  its  appearaiiee  at  Uallstoii,  and 
destroyed  some  l)iiildini;;s  there,  and  about  noon.  I 
received  accounts  that  the  enemy  were  at  Scholia ry, 
and  it  was  confirmed  that  they  liad  destroyed  tin 
wliole  of  that  vahiahk^  settk'nu'nt.  Tlioii-  lunnbers  of 
one  division,  arc  eomputcd  at  about  (iOO,  and  the 
amount  of  the  other  division  is  uncertain.  Tliey  liavc 
artiHcrv  witli  them.  Major  AVoolsev,  wlio  commands 
the  levies,  made  a  sally  from  one  of  the  small  forts 
there,  aud  took  two  regulars,  and  killed  live  savages. 
Bv  what  route  thev  came,  or  mean  to  return,  f  have 
not  been  al)le  to  ascertain. 

Yesterday  morning,  I  ordered  General  \'an  Rensse- 
laer, with  some  troops  to  Schenectady,  with  directions, 
as  soon  as  he  coidd  malcc  the  ])roper  discoveries,  atid 
if  his  force  should  appt  ar  competent,  to  march  and 
endeavor  to  intercept  them. 

By  a  letter  from  General   Schuvler  at  Sarato<,^a,    I 


urged  upon  Colonel  Giinsevoort,  the  importiinee  of  eiuleuvorini:  l<> 
capture  him,  and  from  his  own  purse,  oH'cred  Htlv  guineas  hand 
money  (besides  all  they  might  tind  on  his  person),  to  any  i)arty  of 
soldiers  or  Indians  who  would  Ijring  him  in  alive.  Tlieserllbrts  were 
luisueeessful,  and  this  enterprising  person  was  not  apprehcniii-d. 
Although  mentioned  under  a  ditTerent  rank,  we  conjecture  that  lie 
was  the  same  officer  that  led  the  expedition  by  way  of  Lake  Cliam- 
plain,  in  tiie  autumn  of  1780.  The  correspondence  relative  to  his 
supposed  presence  in  the  count rj-  as  a  si)y,  is  given  in  VnmiMrK 
Annuls  of  Tryon  County  (1831),  p.  15!). 
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am  informed  tliat  the  enemy  yesterday  burnt  tlie 
settlement  of  White  Creek,  in  Charlotte  county,  and 
the  smoke  was  discerna])le  from  the  heights  near  his 
house.  The  post  at  Fort  Edward,  after  the  remoyal  of 
the  stores  is  eyacuated,  the  leyies  who  were  stationed 
there,  having  insisted  that  their  time  of  seryice  is 
expired,  and  Col"  Liyingston^  the  commanding  officer, 
with  the  othei'  officers  are  now  on  their  return.  I 
haye  ordered  out  the  whole  of  the  militia  from  this 
part  of  the  state.  A  considerable  part  are  already  in 
the  field,  and  I  shall  leaye  this  [place]  immediately 
for  Schenectady,  in  order  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements. 

From  this  state  of  the  matter,  your  Excellency  -wall 
perceiye  the  necessity  of  sending  a  force,  if  it  can 
possibly  be  spared  for  the  defense  of  this  part  of  the 
country. 

]^o  dependance  can  l)e  placed  on  tlie  militia  remain- 
ing long  from  home,  and  the  three  months  leyies  will 
soon  be  dismissed,  so  that  without  some  ftirther 
protection,  Schenectady  and  this  place  will  be  our 
frontier. 

I  receiyed  no  intelligence  from  the  Grants,  either 
whether  the  enemy  haye  done  any  mischief  there  and 
whether  their  militia  is  turning  out  for  our  assistance. 

I  am  &c.  G.  C. 


'  Colonel  James  Livingston  of  the  Continental  army. 
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Letter  from  Gorrrnor  Chiftcmleu  of  Vrrmovf,  to  Gnrenwr 

Clinton. 

iiKXNixcTON,  8  o'clock,  ovciiinu-  IS"'  C.7.,  17S0. 
Sir: 

I  enclose  to  your  ExocUoikt  a  copy  of  a  letter 
I  this  moment  received  (by  Express),  from  Col" 
Webster/  requesting  the  assistance  of  the  militia  of 
this  neighborhood  to  his  assistance. 

I  have  called  for  the  assistance  of  the  militia  of 
Berkshire  county,  who  have  attended  in  the  late  alarm, 
and  are  now  returning  home.  The  militia  of  this  state 
are  still  in  the  north,  watching  the  motions  of  the  enemy. 

I  have  nevertheless  sent  for  Berkshire  militia,    to 

call  on   me   as   soon   as   may  be,   who   I   shall  send 

immediatelv  to  vour  assistance,  unless  I  have  counter 

advises  from  your  Excellency,    l>y   the   time  of  their 

arrival. 

I  am  Sir  your  Excellency's 

Obed'  Humble  Serv' 

Tiki's  C'urrTi:xDi:x. 
His  Excellency  Gov""  Clinton. 


'  Alexander  Webster  was  a  native  of  Scotland.  lie  succeeded  Col. 
John  Williams  in  command  of  a  militia  regiment  in  Charlotte  county, 
March  4,  1780,  and  resigned  March  29,  1781.  He  served  in  tlie 
provincial  congress,  was  two  years  in  asseml)ly,  and  from  1777  lo 
178.'j,  and  from  17i)0  to  170:1  in  the  state  senate,  and  wliile  a  memlur 
of  this  body  held  for  five  years  a  place  on  the  couneil  of  appoint- 
ment. He  was  two  j'ears  first  judge  of  Washington  county,  and 
held  other  olliees  of  tru,st.  lie  died  at  Hebron,  N.  V.,  Sept.  17.  Isp), 
ased  seventv-rtve  vears. 
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P.  S.  This  state  are  always  ready  to  cooperate  in 
any  measnres  to  frustrate  the  designs  of  the  common 
enemy. 


Letter  from  Isaac  Sioutenbuj^e/h  to  Governor  Clinton. 

Albany,  19"'  October,  1780. 
D'Sir: 

I  acknowledge  the  rec*  of  yonr  favour  of  this  date. 

It  afibrds  me  great  satisfaction,    that   I  am  able  to 

inform  your  Excellency,   that  it  is  in  my  power  to 

comply  with  your  demand,  of  both  cattle  and  flour, 

(without  proceeding   to  an  immediate  impress   from 

private  families).     Most  of  the  latter  is  already  on  the 

road.     The  cattle,   will  be  sent  on  from  here  early 

to-morrow  morning.     They  consist  of  30  head  of  fine 

cattle.     If  vour  Excellencv  thinks  it  necessarv,  after 

this    supply,    to    proceed    to    impress    from   private 

families,  I  stand   readv  to  execute   vour  commands. 

In  the  meantime,  shall  wait  your  Excellency's  further 

order,  while  I  am,  with  the  most  sincere  Esteem,  & 

reo-ard,  vour  Excellency's 

^Fost  Obedient  Ilurab^  ^er^i". 

Isaac  Stoutenburgh. 

nis  Excellency,  | 

Gov.  Clinton,      i 
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Lettei'from  General  Ten  Broei-h  h  (iorernor  CUnUni. 

Ai,i:\NV.  1!)"'  Orf  10  o'clock. 

ill  tlic  iii')riiiiit>;. 
Sir: 

Your  Excelloiu'v's  letter  1  liavc  received,  with  the 

inclosed  note  from  Lieut.  Col.  Staats :'  have  Avrote  to 

Col.  Van  Bergen,-  &  !Snydcr,^the  intelligence  it  contains, 

and  an  express  wdll  go  with  it  instantly. 

I  have  nothing  further  from  the  northward,  since 

your  Excellency  left  this,  nor  from  IJall's  town,     if 

anv  c-attle  come,  thev  will  be  forwarded  immediatelv. 

I  will  (hlivcr  Col.  Hay^  your  message. 

I  remain  vour  Excellencv's 

most  (^l)cdicnt  ITumhle    Servant, 

Ai!^'  Tr.\  HuuKcK.' 


'Barent  Slants,  appointed  lieutenant  colonel  in  Colonel  Philip  I'. 
Schuyler's  rejiiinent,  .June  22,  1778.  He  died  in  Bethkheiu.  Alliany 
county,  in  April  1790. 

*  Colonel  Anthony  Van  Bergen,  appointed  June  20,  1778. 
'Colonel  Johannis  Snyder  of  Ulster  county,  appointed  February 

19,  1778,  resigned  November  2, 1781. 

*  Colonel  Udny  Ilay,  appointed  state  agent,  June  29,  17S(). 
^General  Abraham  Ten  Broeek  was  descended  from  one  of  llie 

most  ancient  Duteh  families  of  Albany,  and  his  father,  Direk  Ten 
Broeek,  was  many  years  recorder  and  liicn  mayor  of  All)aMy.  He 
was  born  May  13,  17;J4,  began  business  as  a  merchant,  and  in  17."):{, 
married  p:ii/.abeth,  the  only  dauLrliter  of  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer 
and  aunt  to  the  late  General  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  of  .Vlbany.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  colonial  general  assembly  from  17<il  to  177."»^ 
and  of  the  provincial  congress  and  convention  whi<h  organi/.eil  a 
state  government  in  1777,  of  whieh  latter  body  he  was  presiilent. 
He  was  api)ointed  June  2."),  177S,  to  llie  conunand  of  tiie  .\lbany 

15 
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Letter  from  Gcvend  Ten  Broeek  to  Gorerrior  Clinton. 

Albany,  19'^'  Oet.,  4  o'clock  p.  m. 

Sir: 

Mr.  Benson's^  favor  oftliis  date  I  liave  received,  and 
liave  delivered  Dr.  McCrea's^  note  to  Dr.  Treat.''  He 
is  preparing  the  necessaries,  and  will  send  tliem  on 
immediately.  Thirty  head  of  cattle,  and  50  barrels  of 
flour,  are  this  moment  going  on  to  Schenectady,  My 
exertions  shall  be  used,  in  forwarding  on  provisions  as 
fast  as  they  come.  I  beg  your  Excellency's  pardon, 
for  opening  the  inclosed  letter  from  General  Schuyler.'' 
I  wish  I  Avas  able  to  comply  with  his  recpiest.  I  need 
not  tell  your  Excellency,  that  it  is  impossible,  con- 
sidering the  weak  state  of  my  body.  I  shall  continue 
to  do  every  thing  in  my  power  to  forward  the  service. 
I  have  sent  him  a  copy  Mr.  Benson's  letter,  and  have 
wrote  in  the  most  pressing  manner,  to  the  colonel  his 


I)rigiide  of  militia,  and  upon  its  division  Jvnie  25,  1780,  remained  as 
brigadier  of  the  first  brigade  until  lie  resigned  from  ill  health  March 
20,  1781.  He  was  state  senator  from  1780  to  1783,  and  the  first  year 
of  his  term  he  served  on  the  council  of  appointment  for  the  western 
district.  From  1779  to  178:5  he  was  nuiyor  of  Albany,  and  from  1781 
to  1794,  first  judge  of  All)any  county.  For  some  years  he  was 
l)residcnt  of  the  Albany  bank.  He  died  at  Albany,  January  19, 
1810,  in  the  seventy-sixth  year  of  his  age. 

1  Robert    Benson,   clerk   of  the  senate.     He  died  in   New   Yoi-k 
February,  182:5,  aged  eighty-three  years. 

2  Dr.  Stephen  McCrea,  medical  director  of  the  northern  department. 
•'  Dr.  Malachi  Treat. 

'Then  at  Saratoga,  but  witliout  official  command. 
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brotlioi-,'  now  in  liis  iiian-li  to  Sarat(»>;-;i,  t<>  jiusli  «.ii, 
and  oiuloavor  to  iutcivcpt  SiiJohUj  if  he  should  escape 
Gon'  Rensselaer. 

I  remain  \  our  JvxeeUenev's  most  humble  servt., 

Aij**  Ti:n  r>iu»ECK. 

v.  S. 

Ah'  l.JO  men  of  Liviuijston's  niiUtia  are  n<)\v  erossina: 
the  ferrv.      I  shall  hurrv  them  on. 

His  Excellency  George  Cliutou, 


Letter  from  General  Van  Hcnsschur  to  Governor  Clinton. 

Canajoharie,  opposite  Frey's,  11  a.  m. 
Sir: 

This  morninii;  ahout  nine,  I  arrived  so  near  tlio 
enemy's  rear,  as  to  aiiord  nic  a  prospect  of  t-ni^airing 
them  before  noon.  Tliev  have  however,  bv  the 
celerity  of  their  movements,  effected  their  escape  to 
Stone  Arabia,  part  of  which  is  now  in  llamcs,  an<l 
the  whole  will  probably  share  the  same  fate,  before  I 
can  possibly  support  the  distressed  inhabitants. 

I  intend  to  ford  the  river  immediately,  and  manli 
in  (piest  of  them,  but  harrassed  an<l  fatii^^ued  as  my 
force  is,  by  a  long  nnirch,  I  am  apprehensive  I  shall 


iCol.  Stephen  J.  Schuyler,  appointed  Jlay  28,  1778;  resigned  from 
ill  health,  March  20,  1781. 
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not  l»c  iible  to  pursue  tliem  with  that  dispatch  which 

is  necessary  to  overtake  tlieiu.     N^o  exertion  however, 

shall  l)e  wanting'  on  my  part,  to  eftcct  it. 

Two  prisoners  who  were  l)rought  in  at  Fort  Hunter, 

informed  Mr.  Cuyler,  that  Sir  dolm  intended  to  return 

by  the  way  of  Crown  Point,  that  he  had  left  his  boats 

in  the  Ticonderoga  lake,   but  had  since  altered  his 

intended  point  to  Crown  Point,  by  the  way  of  Stone 

Arabia.' 

I  am,  your  Excellency's  obedt  servt. 

lioB^  Yan  Rensselaer. 

Dubois  will  join  me  at  Walrath's,^  about  2  mile 
above  this.  1  am  this  moment  informed  that  Colonel 
Brown,  who  with  a  party  opposed  the  enemy  was 
defeated.  His  loss  is  not  ascertained.  The  enemy 
aj-e,  it  is  said,  between  600  and  1,000  strong. 


'Stout'  Arabia,  was  the  name  of  a  patent  of  land  north  of  the 
Mohawk,  and  its  ])rincipal  settlement  was  about  three  miles  from  the 
river,  about  equally  distant  from  Canajoharie  and  Fort  Plain.  This 
patent  embraced  13,700  acres,  and  was  granted  October  19,  1723,  by 
Governor  Burnet  to  John  Christian  Garlack  and  twenty-six  other 
Palatinates,  who  came  over  in  1710.  The  patent  recites  an  Indian 
purchase  February  12,  1722,  for  the  value  of  £300  in  goods,  specifies 
the  share  belonging  to  each  associate,  resei"ves  all  ship-timber, 
requires  an  annual  rent,  of  two  shillings  six  pence  for  every  hundred 
acres,  and  has  the  usual  condition  of  settlement  within  a  limited  term 
of  years.     BUents,  ix,  83  :  SecrcUd-ifa  Office. 

The  German  Lutheran  Cliurcii  and  parsonage  at  Stone  Arabia  were 
burned  on  the  day  of  the  battle.  On  the  12th  of  November,  1784,  the 
Rev.  John  Frederick  Hies,  its  i)astor,  petitioned  for  a  grant  of  con- 
fiscated lands  at  Johnstown  to  aid  in  relmilding  it. 

2  John  Walrath,  or  W'alrad,  kei)t  a  ferry  opposite  Fort  Plain,  about 
half  a  mile  above  the  modern  village  of  this  name. 
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LdClkr  J luiii  tSiiinpsoiL  Jjijclcinan  (o  (.i<>i'i  r/xn'  ('liiiii'ii. 

1  o'clotk. 
Sir: 

Col.    l.i\ingstoii'  is  jui^t  arriwil.      Ik'  tells  iiu-  |ii(i- 

\isioiis  arc  comiiiii'  0)1,  liotli  llour  ami  cattle.      1  have 

procured  a  iiuinber  of  bagg.s,  and  impressed  .some  good 

horses,  and  sliall  be  on  as  soon  as  possible.     Col"  ITay- 

will  be  here  Avitli  more  provisions  in  about  three  hours. 

I  am,  &c., 

S.  Dyckman. 
Gov"  Clinton. 


Letter  from  General  Van  Rensselaer  to  Governor  Clinton. 

Sir :' 

The  enemy  was,  bv  the  last  intelligence  T  ran 
collect,  and  iVom  their  burnings,  about  a  mile  in 
advance  of  niv  brii;-ade.  I  have  about  i>00  men, 
including  about  50  Indians.  I  shall  pursue  with  as 
much  dispatch,  as  is  consistent  with  safety  to  the 
troops  under  my  command. 

I  am  your  Excellency's  obed'  servant. 

Roi5^  Van  1\i:nsselaeh. 


'Probably  Lieut.  Col.  llinry  Livingston,  jr.,  who  llun  c-onmianiU-d 
the  Livingston  manor  regiment,  in  place  of  Col.  Peter  R  Livingston, 
who  resigned  September  21, 1780. 

*Udny  Ilay,  agent  for  supi)lying  troops. 
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A  deserter  who  arrived  tliis  tifteniooii,  advises  tliat 
the  enemy's  force  does  not  exceed  550  men. 

ATohawk  river,  aljont  2  niik^s  above  camp  Rensselaer, 
north  side  of  the  river,  h  after  5  p.  m. 


Lclkrfroiii  (Jul.  Lewis  Dubois  to  General  Van  Reyisselaer. 

11  o'clock. 
Dear  Coll : 

We  are  now  as  liir  as  Fall  Hill,  Bell's  House,^  in 

fnll    pursuit  of  the  enemy.     They  passed   this  place, 

sun  half  an  liour  high.     They  spoke  with  some  people 

here,  and    said  that  they  had   1200  pick'd  men,  and 

could  go  where  they  pleased.     After  they  passed  this, 

a  smart  firing  was  heard,  supposed  to  be  at  the  fort,  as 

they  ])assed   the  Gferman  Flatts.     I  have  three  more 

prisoners  of  their  party.     No    time    must  l^e    lost  in 

pursuing  them.     The   prisoners  say  they  have  great 

numbers  wounded;  that  Sir  John  is  wounded  through 

the  thigli.     They  enquired  of  Esff  Bell,  particularly, 

concerning  the  strength  of  Fort  Schuyler,  and  their 

II 11 1  liber  there. 


iFall  Hill  was  ii  little  south  of  tlic  Little  Falls.  Capt.  George 
Henry  Bell,  a  brother-in-law  of  Genei'al  Herkimer,  was  wounded  at 
Oriskauy,  and  thereby  discjualilied  from  military  service  at  this  time. 
He  was  appointed  a  justic:e  of  the  peace  February  3,  1778.  A  notice 
of  him  is  given  in  Benton^ s  Herkimer  County,  p.  131. 
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Tlioy  loft  nil  thoir  cattU'  heliiiMl  thorn,  whoii  lliov 
crossM  the  v'lvov.  I']s(|'  liell  sui»})(»so(l  tlit-ir  inimliors 
to  be  about  400.  Tliey  divided  :il  tlic  Fall  Hill,  one 
part  by  German  Flatts,  tlie  otliei-  l>y  Andriistowii.' 

I  am  yours  sineerely, 

I.KW  IS  DUROYS.- 

Gen'  Rensselaer. 


Lct/cr  from  Col.  Lon's  Duhnis:  to  Gorcrvor  Clhifov. 

Fort  IIkrki.mer,  1  oV-lock. 
D'  Sir : 

I   am  here;    pursued    the  enemy  so  close,   that   I 

prevented    them    from    burnintc    or   doiiiM-    tlii-    least 

damage  to  the  inhabitants.     From  wliat  I   can  k'arn 

by  the    Tnhal)itants,    the    enemy  is    not   above   four 

miles   in    front    of   us.        My    men    mucli    fatigued, 

\vithout  provisions,  I  must  here  make  a  halt  nut  ill   I 

can  get  some  provisions  to  refresh  them. 


'The  testimony  subsequently  offered  before  a  court  of  inquiry 
shows  that  the  pursuinic  party  lost  all  traces  of  the  route  oC  llic 
enemy  beyond  Fort  Herkimer,  and  that  some  Indian  seouts  returned, 
unable  to  find  their  trail.  Andriistown  was  a  settlement  in  the 
present  town  of  Warren,  Herkimer  county.  Seven  families  were 
liviuir  here  when  tlie  revolution  be!,^^n.  The  scttlcmmt  was 
plundered  and  burnt  in  July  177S,  and  some  of  the  inhabitants  taki-n 
prisoners. 

*This  name  has  usually  been  spelled  I)u  Bois,  or  Dubois,  and  was 
sometimes  thus  written,  we  believe,  by  the  colonel  lumselt,  at  a  later 
period.  The  landly  was  of  Huiruenol  descent,  and  th<'  name  is 
evidentlv  of  French  orii^in. 
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-  The  enemy  is  very  much  fiitigiied.  They  travelled 
almost  all  last  night,  without  any  refreshment.  They 
must  make  a  halt. 

This  moment  I  rec'^  information,  that  the  enemy  is 
at  a  place  calFd  Shoemaker's  Land,  about  four  miles 
from  here.  Gen^  Rensselaer  this  moment  appears  in 
sight,  with  the  militia. 

The    enemy   are    bending   their   course   for   Buck 

Island.! 

I  am,  yours, 

Lewis  Duboys. 

P.  S.  My  men  have  agreed  to  march  without  eating. 
I  expect  to  attack  them  in  3  hours  time. 


Warrant  for  Impresswcj  Cattle  and  Flour. 

By  his  Excellency  George  Clinton,  Esquire 

Governor  of  the   State  of  ISTew  York  &c. 

&c.  &c. 

To  CoP  Abraham  Wemple,  &  Henry  Gleri,  Esqrs.  or 

either  of  them,  Greeting : 

Tlie  emergency  re(|uiring  the  same,  you  are  hereby 

authorized  and  required,  to  impress  forty  head  of  fot 


^  Now  Carlctoii  island,  in  the  8l.  Lawrence.  It  was  then  fortified 
and  maintained  as  a  rendezvous  of  i)arties  sent  out  upon  the  frontiers. 
A  portion  of  the  works  of  lliis  fort  were  excavated  from  the  rock, 
and  its  ruins  are  still  an  object  of  much  interest.  A  small  guard  of 
invalids  was  kejit  here  by  the  British  until  1813,  although  the  island 
is  on  the  xVmerican  side  of  the  boundary  line. 
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cattle,  and  sixty  l»arri'ls  of  tloiii-  [\<v  the  us*'  and  sc'rvi«'t> 
of  the  army.     For  wliuh  tliis  shall  l»e  your  warrant. 
Oivoii  at  Sc'lionoctady,  this  V.itli  Octohor  1780. 

(  Jko.  Clixton. 
Tlie   provision    impressed    immediately    to    be   for- 
warded to  the  troops  under  my  command. 

Geo.  Clinton. 


A  Return  of  Ordnance  and  Stores  taken  from  the  British 
Army  commanded  by  Sir  John  Johnson. 

FoiiT  Rensselaer,  Octo.  10"',  1780. 
I  Piece  Brass  Ordnance,  3  P'^  A^ith  implements 
complete ;  43  Roimds  round  shot  fixed :  10  do  canister; 
1  Quadrant;  2.  Powder  measures;  1  Hand  saw;  1 
Four  P-^  W ;  1  Half  do ;  1  Quart  do ;  1  Scale  l)eam ; 
1  ^[allet&  set;  20  Fuses;  1  Scanemarlin;  2  Port 
Wires ;  1  Cold  chisel ;  1  Augur ;  1  Punch ;  1  8cane 
Quick  match;  100  W  Corn  powder;  1  Dredging  hox. 

Jo.  Hriskill,  Lieut.  Artillery. 


The  Inmsion  from  the  North.. 

From  Loudon's  Neto  York  Packet,  and  American  Adccrtmr  (Flslikill), 

October  19,  1780. 
"By  the  arrival  of  yesterday  post  from  Albany,  we 
liave  it  reported:    That  Sir  John  Johnson,  had,  with  a 
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party  said  to  l^e  about  500  men,  come  down  the  Moliawk 
river,  and  ad\'anced  witliin  six  miles  of  Jolmstown ; 
when,  hearing  that  a  party  of  our  three-months  men 
Lay  there,  lie  contented  himself  with  l)urning  a  few 
houses,  killing  and  carrying  off  some  inliahitants. 

Another  party  of  aljont  800,  commanded  by  Major 
Carleton,  nephew  to  Gen,  Carleton,  came  down  the 
lake  from  St.  John's  and  advanced  to  Fort  Ann, 
winch  was  garrisoned  by  about  70  men,  among  whom 
Avere  14  Continental  soldiers.  They  having  cannon 
with  them,  and  tlie  foi't  Ijeing  only  stockaded,  every 
shot  made  a  breach.  It  was  however  defended  by 
Capt.  Sherwood,  mth  tlie  greatest  gallantry,  until 
two  tliirds  of  his  men  were  slain,  when  he  surrendered.^ 
This  party  also  destroyed  several  houses,  killed  some 
men,    and   took  the  women  and   children   prisoners. 


'  In  tlic  introduction  (page  44),  we  liaye  followed  the  statement 
above  given,  although  different  from  that  given  in  a  note  to  Wash- 
ington's letter  to  the  in'esident  of  congress,  found  m  Sparlcs' s  Life  and 
WrUinf/s  of  Woi^hinfffon,  vii,  209.     The  note  referred  to,  is  as  follows: 

"  *  *  *  A  large  force  came  up  Lake  Champlain  and  took 
Foil  George  and  Fort  Anne,  with  all  the  troops  stationed  in  them, 
('ajitain  Chipnian  connnanded  a  part  of  Warner's  regiment  at  Fort 
(Jeorge.  On  llie  morning  of  the  11th  of  October,  he  despatched  an 
exin-ess  to  Fort  Edward  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  provisions. 
AVliile  on  his  way,  this  person  was  tired  npon  by  a  party  of  twenty- 
five  men,  l)ut  he  esca)K'd  and  returiKxl  to  t lie  fort.  Captain  Chipman 
supposing  the  party  to  consist  (jf  a  party  from  the  enemy,  sent  out  all 
his  garrison  except  fourteen  men.  This  detachment  met  the  enemy 
between  Bloody  Pond  and  Gage's  Hill,  where  a  conflict  ensued,  in 
wliich  almost  every  man  was  either  killed  or  taken.  The  enemy 
marched  to  Fort  George,  wliich  after  a  short  resistance  was  surren- 
dered by  caiiitulation.  ('olonel  Warner  and  Lieutenant  Safford  were 
absent.     The  force  of  the  enemy  was  estimated  at   eight  hundred 
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TIk'v  wx'i'o  ]>ursiK'(l  li\  ("ul.  Li\iiiiistuii  as  liir  as 
Bloody  I'oiul,  but  loo  late,  tiiey  having  rotreated  to 
their  hoats  and  iiiadc  oft".  Ro  far,  tho  reports  from 
that  tjuartor,  which  wc  hope  are  not  so  hail  as  rchiti'ch 
In  our  next,  we  expect  to  have  a  more  exact  narrative 
of  this  unliappy  atfair,'' 


Letter  from  General  iSchaijlcr  to  Governor  Cludon. 

Saratoga,  Octo.  20"',  1780. 
Dear  Sir  : 

Your  Excelleucy's  favor  of  yesterday  morning  from 

Caughnawaga,  I  had  the  ])leasure  to  receive  at  five  in 

the  afternoon.     I  am  happy  tu  learn  that   .Sir  John 

Johnson  has  ])een  overtaken  and  put  to  route.     When 


British  troops,  two  luiiuhrd  Indians,  aiul  two  coinpanics  of  lories. 
Twenty-eight  of  the  garrison  were  killed  and  lifty-six  taken  prisoners. 
Two  days  previously,  Captain  Sherwood  had  surrendered  Fort  Anne 
and  the  whole  garrison,  consisting  of  seventy-seven  men. 

"The  invading  troops  approached  Fort  Edward,  hut  were  i)n>l)al>ly 
prevented  from  making  an  attack  by  a  stratagem  of  Colonel  Livingston, 
who  commanded  there.  Hearing  of  the  incursion  of  the  enemy  he 
wrote  a  letter  to  Captain  Sherwood,  on  the  morning  of  the  day  in 
which  Fort  xVnne  was  surrendered,  saying  he  was  very  strong  and 
would  support  that  garrison  if  attacked.  lie  gave  this  letter  ton 
messenger,  who  he  had  little  doubt  would  carry  it  to  the  enemy, 
which  he  is  presumed  to  have  done,  and  thus  to  have  saved  that  post 
from  the  fate  which  had  befallen  the  others.  The  garrison  did  not 
amount  to  seventy  men.  Parlies  penetrated  near  to  Saratoga. 
Thirty-five  houses  were  burned.— 3/6'.  Letter  from  Colonel  Litingxtou, 
October  V2th  —  Colonel  Warner't*  Utter,  Ortoher  mthr 

General  Schuyler  states  that  the  force  at  Fort  Edward  consisted  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  men. 
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voiir  letter  arrived,  we  had  about  150  men  at  Fort 
Edward,  and  as  many  more  liad  arrived  here,  about  ten 
in  the  morning ;  those  at  Fort  Edward  without  any  beef, 
and  those  here  with  none  Init  wliat  I  could  furnish 
them.  All  my  cattle  lit  for  the  knife  are  already 
killed,  and  I  have  sent  to  try  and  collect  some  more, 
but  I  fear  a  supply  will  arrive  too  late  to  push  a  party 
in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  who  were  at  Ballstown.  I 
have  however,  sent  to  Fort  Edward  on  the  subject,  but 
with  little  hopes  that  any  will  move  from  thence. 
One  of  the  enemies  party  who  stole  into  the  country, 
and  was  taken,'  informs  that  Major  Carleton  intended 
to  remain  at  Ticonderoga,  and  to  push  for  White 
Creek,  as  soon  as  the  militia  should  be  retired. 

The  prisoner  calls  himself  Ensign,  and  came  from 
New  York  in  August  last.  Another  villain  has  gone 
past  here  ^^■h()  corroborates  the  account,  as  some  tories 
advise,  with  whom  he  lodged, 

Tlie  panic  that  has  seized  the  people  is  incredible. 
With  all  my  efforts,  I  cannot  prevent  numbers  from 
desci'ting  tlieir  habitations,  and  I  very  much  appre- 
hend that  the  whole  will  move,  unless  the  militia 
remain  alone,  until  permanent  relief  can  be  procured. 
I  am  dear  Sir  most  sincerely 

your  Excellency's  most  ob'  serv', 

Ph.  Schuyler. 
His  Excellency  Gov.  Clinton,  &c. 


'  Alluding  to  James  Van  Driesen,  who  was  subsequently  tried  by  a 
court  martial  and  sentenced  to  be  hung  as  a  spy. 
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r.  S.  'V\\c  women  and  cliildri'ii,  whose  lnisl)an(ls 
have  u-one  to  Canada  still  remain  here.  Tht-v  A\ill  ho 
an  intolerahk'  harden  to  the  eountry  if  they  remain 
in  it  all  winter.  I  beg  your  Excellency  as  soon  as 
you  can  spare  time  to  turn  your  attention  to  their 
disposition. 


Letter  from  Governor  Clinton  to  General  Schuj/lcr. 

Albany,  Octoha^  26,  1780. 
8ir: 

I  liave  heen  favored  with  your  letter  of  the  20th 
Inst.  A\"e  are  just  returned  from  the  pursuit  of  Sir 
John,  though  unfortunately  without  that  complete 
success  which  I  informed  you  we  had  reason  to  expect, 
after  the  engagement  at  Oanajoharie.  There  are, 
however,  about  40  prisoners,  and  the  enemy  have  lost 
their  baggage  and  artillery.  This  action  also  stopped 
them  in  their  devastations,  and  obhgcd  tliem  to  Hy 
with  precipitation. 

Col.  Gansevoort's  reg*  has  marched  to  your  frontier, 
and  this  I  doubt  not,  will  give  you  immediate  pro- 
tection, and  a  proportion  of  the  levies  will  he  ordered 
to  that  part  of  the  countiy  as  soon  as  they  are  raised. 

The  necessary  passports  for  the  women  and  chihh-en 
you   mention  shall  be  made   out  immediately  after  J 


ll^G  NORTHERN  INVxiSION. 

am  furuished  with  tlieir  names,  aud  tlie  steps  taken 
prescribed  by  the  law  made  for  tliat  purpose. 

I  am,  &c.  G.  C. 


Lei/cr  front  Governor  Clinton  to  Colonel  Klock. 

Fort  Kensselaer,  Oct.  23^,  1780. 
Sir: 

The  hite  invasion   of  the  enemy,  has  delayed  the 

raising  of  the  troops  which  are  intended  to  relieve  tlie 

levies  in  this  county,  and  it  will  be  some  days  more, 

before  any  troops  can  be  collected  for  the  defence  of 

the  several  posts  on  the  river.      You  will  therefore 

order  out  from  the  county  militia,    such  number  of 

men    to  those   posts   as  the  officer  commanding  the 

Department  shall  require,   and  you  may  be  assured 

they  will  be  relieved  as  soon  as  possible. 

Yours  &c.  G.  C. 

To  Col.  Klock  commanding  the  Militia  of  Tryon  Co. 


Letter  from  Governor  Clinton  to  Colonel  Bellinger. 

Fort  Herkimer,  Odo.  23^^  1780. 

To  Col.  Bellinger.  . 
Sir: 

Until  troops  can  be  raised  for  the  defense  of  the 
country,  it  is  necessary  that  the  militia  be  detached  to 
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hold  tlio  frontier  posts.  Yon  will  tlioroforo  onliT 
twenty  men  of  your  regiment  into  Fort  Dayton,  and 
tlic    same    number    into   Fort   Horkimer,    this   day. 

There    will  l>o    otTioors    k^ft  at  these   posts   to    direct 

the   duty  and    \(»ur  men   will   ho   riTicvctl   as  soon  as 

possil>k\ 

T  am,  iVf.  G.  C. 


Order  for  Gcnrisomig  Frontier  Posts. 

Head  Quarters  Fort  IIerki.aier  •2-V'  Ocf^  1780. 

Coh  Yrooman  is  w^ithout  deUiy  to  cml)ody  as  many 
men  of  his  rcs-iment  as  he  shall  deem  sufficient  for  the 
garrisoning  of  the  several  small  posts  at  Schohary,  and 
for  keeping  out  scouts  on  that  part  of  the  western 
frontier,  and  to  station  them  as  he  shall  esteem  hest 
for  the  protection  and  securit)-  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
to  relieve  them  occasionally.  Such  of  the  levies  raised 
for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers  as  are  in  that  <|uartev 
are  to  remain  there,  and  be  continued  in  their  pivseiif 
service. 

By  order  of  his  Excellency  the  Gov^ 

Stephen  Lrsii.  A.  I>.  ('aniji. 
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Lciter  from    Colonel    Alexander     Webster    io    Governor 

Clinton. 

White  Creek,  Ocf  24'^  1780. 
D""  Qovernor  : 

Ever  since  tlie  lOtli  Instant,  we  have  been  all  armed 
and  embodied.  Ever  since  onr  return  from  Fort 
Edward,  tlie  alarms  came  botli  from  tlie  westward 
and  north.  I  kept  out  scouts  between  Fort  Edward 
and  Skenesborougli,  and  shall  continue  till  otherwise 
provided  for.  I  received  last  night,  a  letter  from 
General  Allen,  a  copy  of  which  I  should  have  sent  your 
Excellency  if  the  want  of  paper  had  not  prevented 
me.  But  this  much  he  says  :  the  enemy,  my  scouts 
have  discovered  them  and  been  reconnoitring  their 
motions  from  Saturday.  Yesterday  eight  days  ago, 
their  shipping  lay  off  Mount  Independence.  They 
moved  down  the  lake ;  lay  awhile  at  Putnam's  Point. 
A  large  body  of  them  at  the  same  time  occupied  the 
westward  shore,  as  appeared  from  their  fires,  and  pass- 
ing to  and  from  their  shipping.  They  moved  ft*om 
thence  to  Bulwagga  Bay,  and  Grog  Bays,  Rayments 
Mills,  and  its  vicinity.  The  last  scout  informs,  that 
they  reconnoitred  those  liays  and  other  parts  of  the 
lake  from  the  Beautiful  Elm,  in  Panton,  but  dis- 
covered none  of  the  enemy  or  their  shipping,  tho  5  of 
their  vessels  had  been  discovered  in  those  bays  the  day 
before.     They  further  add,  that  they  lieard  a  British 
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tiring  of    small   iinus,    down   the    hike,    but   it  beiiii!; 

foo'o-v  they  could  not  see  the  enemy.     This  cojitains  the 

particnhirs.     Date,  Oet°  22^  2  of  the  clock  i-.  m.,  17so. 

Sir,    As    T   have    wrote    to    you    hefore    and    have 

received  no  answer,  and  as  we  jointly  joined  (tlHcera 

and  principal  inliabitants  in  council,   and  sent  Major 

McCracken' and  Squire  Russel,  with  our  resolves  to 

your  Excellency,  and  as  they,  hearing*  of  your  being 

at  Sclieuectady,  only  wrote,  and  sent  the  resolves,  I 

can  only  add,  I  do  my  best  to  keep  the  people  tVoni 

moving  olf,  and  act  upon  the  defensive,  till  I  hear  tVoni 

your  Excellency,  being  in  great  haste,  must  begg  to 

be  excused  and  remain  your  Excellency's  ver}'  obliged 

and  Humble  Servant, 

Alex"  ^Vebster. 


Extract  of  a  Leitei'  from  dipt.  Jonathan  Laurence,  Jan., 
to  Col.  Samuel  Drahe.- 

FoRT  Schuyler,   Ort"  24'\  1780. 
On  the  ±2'^  inst.,  agreeable  to  orders  from  the  gov"" 
and  Coll  Malcolm,  a  party  of  2  C[a].tains]  2  L[ieuten- 
ants]  4  S[ergeants]  and  oO  Privates,  coniniaiidod  by 

'  J..Mpli  McCnickcn  had  resigned  the  ofllce  of  major  in  tlie  fourth 
Continental  battahon,  April  11,  1780.  He  died  in  Salem,  X.  Y.,  in 
May,  1825,  in  his  eighty-ninth  year. 

»  Colonel  Drake  was  of  Westchester  county,  and  had  been  fonnt;rly 
appointed  to  command  a  regiment  of  militia  in  llic  ('ontiiunta! 
service. 

17 
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Caj)t.  Vroomau,^  Josliiia  [Drake,]^  the  otlier  Cap'  was 
sent  out  in  order  to  liarrass  the  Enemy's  front  and 
flank,  and  if  possible  to  destroy  the  boats  in  Onondaga 
Lake,^  which  could  it  have  been  eflected,  would  have 
been  the  means  of  the  whole  of  their  force  falling  into 
the  hands  of  Gen.  Rensselaer,  who  was  following  them 
in  their  rear.  On  their  arrival  at  Canashraga,^  we 
found  the  enemy  had  just  moved  oft",  and  that  7  men 
of  the  party  had  deserted  and  finding  the  enemy  to  be 
numerous  by  their  tracks,  and  the  militia  not  pursuing 
their  rear  so  close  as  they  had  reason  to  expect  the 
officers,  agreed  to  retreat  back  to  the  fort.  They  had 
returned  three  miles,  destroying  the  Indian  settle- 
ments, when  unfortunately  my  unhappy  friend,  wuth 
the  party,  were  surrounded  by  almost  500,  who  they 
discovered  not  until  the  enemy  gave  the  Indian  shout. 
Two  of  the  party,  after  the  enemy  began  to  disarm 
them,  pushed  thro'  them,  who  fired  several  shots,  but 
fortunately  they  escaped.  One  of  them  was  my 
man,  who  Joshua  had  taken  as  a  waiter.  He  arrived 
about  an  hour  since." 


'  Capt.  "Walter  Vrooman,  of  Col.  .John  Harper's  levies,  appointed 
May  11,  1780.  He  remained  a  prisoner  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
and  died  in  Guilderlaud,  Albany  Co.,  Fel).  17, 1817,  aged  seventy  years. 

*  A  captain  in  Major  Van  Bunschoten's  corps,  commissioned  .July 
1,  1780,  and  also  remained  a  long  time  prisoner.  He  subsequently 
joined  an  expedition  into  the  Indian  country,  and  was  killed  in  the 
battle  of  the  Miami,  Nov.  4,  1791. 

3  Probably  intended  for  Oneida  lake. 

*  Canaseraga. 
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3Icmorkd  from  tin-   Inludntatils  of  Si-lancctadii. 

To  his  Exeellency  George  Clinton,  Esqnire,  Governor 
of  the  State  of  2^ew  York,  &e. 

The  memorial  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  town  ul" 
Schenectady,  humbly  sheweth : 

That  Col.  Wempel^  has  received  orders  from 
General  Ten  Broeck,  to  send  seventy  men  from  his 
Regiment  to  Fort  Rensselaer. 

And  whereas,  the  present  situation  of  this  place  is 
become  a  frontier  town,  which  we  have  reason  to 
believe  the  enemy  aims  to  destroy,  and  whicli  we, 
3-our  memorialists  are  a  good  deal  concerned  about, 
particularly  Avhen  Ave  consider  the  different  settlements 
round  about  us.  If  we  turn  our  eyes  to  the  north,  we 
lind  a  settlement  called  Galloway,^  and  another  i-alli'd 
Peasley,  who  are  all  enemies  to  the  country,  and  even 
Balls  Town,  a  great  part  of  them.  To  the  Southwaid 
from  us,  we  have  the  Ilellebergh,  which  are  likewise 
mostly  tories,  at  which  places  the  enemy  may  lay  con- 
cealed, untill  they  find  an  opportunity  to  destroy  this 
place.  And  one  half  of  our  lieiiiment  are  iioinii'  to 
these  settlements. 

"We,  your  memorialists,  therefore  humbly  pray,  that 
your  Excellency  will  take  our  situation   in  consi<lei-- 


'  Abraham  Wi'iiipel  was  then  colonel  of  the  Schcucctady  regiment. 
Ills  commission  was  dated  June  20,  1778. 

*  Galway.  now  a  town  in  Saratoira  county. 
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atioji,  and  gi-aiit  that  our  Regiment  may  remain  at 

home,  to  defend  the  place,  and  as  Balls  Town  is  like- 

Avise  exposed  to  great  danger  of  another  attack  of  the 

enemy,  A\'e  lying  nearest  to  them  might  on  occasion 

l)e  a  great  assistance  to  the  good  people  of  that  place. 

And  we,  yoni'   memorialists  as  in  duty  bound  shall 

ever  pray. 

[Signed  by  forty-one  citizens.] 

Schenectady,  October  24tli,  1780. 


Letter  from  Governor  Clhiton  to  JEbenezer  Bussell} 

Albany,  Oct.  26,  1780. 
Dear  Sir: 

I  am  favored  with  your  letter  of  the  20th  Inst.  Col. 
Gansevoort  has  marched  his  reg*  for  the  defence  of  the 
northern  frontiers,  and  as  soon  as  the  levies  are  raised, 
a  portion  of  them  will  be  ordered  for  the  same  pur- 
pose. This,  r  hope,  will  give  you  security,  and  pre- 
serve the  country  against  further  incursions  of  the 
enemy.  The  iuhal)itauts  of  Charlotte  county,  may 
rest  assured  of  an  equal  attention  to  their  safety  with 
those  of  any  other  part  of  the  state. 

I  am,  &c.,  G.  C. 

Ebenezer  Russell,  Escf . 


'  Mr.  Russell  was  at  this  tunc  a  state  senator,  and  resided  at  Salem . 
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Letter  from  Goccrnor  llaldbnand  of  (''nim/a. 

From  the  TAmdon  Gazette,  ^Ylutd^all.  .laii.  i»,  1781. 

E.xtmct  ofa  letter  from  General  HaldimaiKl,  governor 
and  coniinanLler-in-oliief  of  his  Maje.sty's  forces  in  the 
province  of  Quebec,  to  Lord  George  Germain,  one  of 
his  Majesty's  principal  secretaries  of  state;  received 
hy  his  Majest^-'s  ship  Danae. 

Quebec,  Octabcr  25,  1780. 

"I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  Lordship,  that 
I  have  just  received  an  express  from  Major  Carleton, 
who  commands  one  of  the  detachments  mentioned  in 
my  letter  to  your  Lordship  of  the  17th  ultimo. 

The  secrecy  and  dispatch  with  which  this  detachment 
penetrated,  prevented  any  opposition  of  consequence 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy;  and  on  the  10th  and  11th 
instant,  the  garrisons  of  Fort  Ann  and  Foi*t  George, 
surrendered  prisoners  of  war. 

Major  Carleton,  who  has,  as  well  as  liis  (K'tarlniH'iit, 
shown  great  zeal  and  activity  in  tliis  attiiii-,  lia\ing 
fully  answered  the  purposes  for  which  he  is  sent,  is 
returned  to  Crown  Point,  where  he  is  to  remain  as 
long  as  the  season  will  i»ermit  the  vessels  to  navigate 
the  lake,  in  order  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  enemy. 

The  reports  already  published  un  all  occasions,  by 
the  enemy,  of  cruelties  committed  by  the  Indians,  are 
notoriously  false,  and  pmpogated  merely  to  exasperate 
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the  ignoniut  uiui  deluded  people.  In  this  late  instance, 
Major  Carleton  informs  me,  they  behaved  mtli  the 
greatest  moderation,  and  (hd  not  strip,  or  in  any  respect 
ill  use  their  prisoners.  ' 

I  inclose  for  your  Lordship's  information,  a  list  of 
the  killed,  wounded  and  prisoners. 

A  party  of  100  men  and  Mohawk  Indians,  crossed 
J^ake  Champlain,  with  Major  Carleton,  to  cooperate 
with  Sir  John  Johnson,^  who  must  he  by  this  time, 
upon  the  Mohawk  river,  and  another  party  of  200 
Canadian  Indians  with  their  proper  officers,  nnder  the 
command  of  Lieutenant  Haughton^  of  the  53^  regiment, 
marched  the  same  time  towards  the  Connecticut  river. 
They  are  returned,  liaving  brought  away  32  prisoners, 
without  any  loss,  although  pursued  by  a  superior  force, 
of  which,  it  is  tliought  many  were  killed. 

I  every  day  expect  to  hear  of  Sir  John  Johnson's 
success  upon  the  Mohawk  river." 

"P.  S.  JSTov.  2.  I  have  kept  this  open,  in  hopes  to 
give  your  Lordsliip  on  account  of  the  party  which  was 
sent  upon  the  Mohawk  river,  under  the  command  of 
Sir  John  Johnson.  The  enemy  by  the  means  of  the 
Oneida  Indians,  wlio  deserted  from  Niagara,  had 
received  information  of  the  intended  attack  upon  the 


^  This  limy  liiivo  l)ecn  the  expedition  tliat  left  the  lake  at  Bulwagga 
bay,  and  by  an  interior  route  fell  upon  ]5allston  settlement. 

^Richard  and  William  Hanghton,  were  at  this  time  lieutenants  in  the 
53d.  It  is  uncertain  which  was  the  one  referred  to.  Details  of  the 
opei-ations  of  this  i)arfy  are  given  in  IlalPs  Eastern  Vermont.,  p.  383. 
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Moliawk  river,  and  liad  pn'}iarcMl  accordiiiti'ly  :  l)ut  this 
did  iii>t  ]>roveiit  his  siu-coss,  thoti^'h  it  occasioned  liini 
to  meet  \\  ith  a  great  opposition.  I  have  just  received, 
a  letter  from  Sir  John,  wherein  he  acquaints  me,  that 
he  liad  destroj-ed  the  settlements  of  Schoharv  and 
Stone  Arahia,  and  laid  waste  a  great  extent  of  countrv. 
lie  had  several  engagements  with  the  enemy,  in  which 
he  came  off  victorious.  In  one  of  them,  near  Stone 
Arabia,  he  killed  a  Colonel  Browne,  a  notorious  and 
active  rebel,  with  about  100  officers  and  men.* 

The  vessel  being  under  sail,  T  have  only  time  to 
inclose  the  return  of  the  killed  wounded  and  missins:. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  acquaint  your  Lordship,  from 
Sir  John's  letter,  that  I  have  great  reason  to  hope, 
that  many  of  the  missing  will  lind  their  way  to 
Oswego  or  Xiagara,  as  some  Indians  and  rangers  well 
acquainted  Avitli  the  woods  are  with  them.  T  cannot 
finish,  without  expressing  to  your  Lordship,  tlie 
perfect  satisfaction  which  I  have,  from  the  zeal,  sjiirit 
and  activity,  with  which  Sir  John  Johnson  liad 
conducted  this  arduous  enterprise," 

Edam  of  the  killed  and  (roundal  of  f/'C  dclacJimcnl 
under  the  commnivl  of  Major  Oirletoi),  I  he  \Vh  of  Oclohcr, 

1780. 

a  3j.tu  i-egiment,  1  private  Idlled,  1  sergeant  and  1 
private  wounded. —  King's  rangers,  1  private  killed. — 


'Tlic  rciil  iiuiiilii  T  was  fmly,  iinlinliug  Colonel  Brown. 
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Major  Jcssup's  corps,  1  private  wounded. —  Indians, 

1  killed,  1  wounded. 

Deserted,  84tli  regiment,  1  private;  McAlpin's,  1 
ditto." 

Betiirn  of  tlic  killed,  wounded  mid  ■prisoners  tahen  at 
Forts  Ann  and  Geor<je,  the  10/A  and  11th  of  October,  1780, 

"  Killed,  1  captain,  2  lieutenants,  1  ensign,  23  pri- 
vates.—  Wounded,  1  lieutenant,  1  private. —  Prisoners, 

2  captains,  2  lieutenants,  114  privates." 

Return  of  the  lilled,  n'onnded  and.  missinfj  (f  the  dctaeh- 
nient  on  tJie  expedition  to  the  llohaiok  river,  under  tJie 
command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sir  JoJin  Johnson  in  Oct. 
1780. 

"Eoyal  artillery;  1  private  missing. —  8th,  or  the 
King's  regiment;  1  private  Idlled,  1  drummer,  3 
privates  missing. —  34tli  regiment;  13  jirivates  miss- 
ing.—  Chasseurs,  4  privates  missing,  2  of  them 
wounded. —  The  King's  royal  regiment  of  JSTew  York, 

3  privates  killed,  1  lieutenant  wounded,  13  privates 
missing. —  Rangers,  1  captain,  1  sergeant,  16  privates 
missing ;  3  of  them  wounded. —  Indians,  5  killed,  and 
Captain  Joseph  Erandt  wounded.  Deserted  of  the 
Royal  ]Srew  York  regiment,  3  privates." 

Return  of  the  rebels  killed  and  taken  on  the  expedition  to 
the  Moheark  liver,  in  October,  1780. 

"  On  the  jVlohawk  river,  and  at  Stone  Arahia,  the 
18tli,  19th  and  20th  Octoher,  prisoners,  10  privates  ; 
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kilknl,  one  ooloiu'l,  100  |iiivates.  At  C'aiwiylisiorau-a, 
tlio  2-)''  of  Ootol)or,  prisoners,  2  captains,  1  lientenant, 
4  sergeants,  4  corporals,  45  privates;  killed,  1  lieutenant, 
3  privates." — Almon's  Bcrncrnhrtuicer,  xi,  81. 


Address  hn  tJic  Mcojor  and  Common  Council  of  Albany,  to 

Governor  Clinton. 

To    His    Excellency,    George    Clinton,    Esq' 
Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  General, 
and  Commander  in  chief  of  the  Militia,  and 
Admiral  of  the  navy  of  the  same. 
The  Respectful  address  of  the  Mayor  Aldermen  and 
("ommonalty  of  the  city  of  Albany. 
May  it  Please  your  Excellency : 

We,  the  mayor  aldermen  and  commonnltv  of  the 
city  of  Albany,  beg  leave  to  congratulate  your 
Excellency  on  your  safe  return  to  this  i)lace. 

It  aftbrds  us  the  hio-hest  satisftiction,  that  vour 
Excellency  has,  by  the  suftrages  of  the  peojile  at  the 
last  general  election,  been  continued  as  Chief 
Magistrate  of  the  state:'  and  we  rcticct  with  pleasure, 
on  the  prospect  of  a  continuation  <>f  tliose  civil  and 
religious  liberties,  which  we  in  comnit>n  witli  otlici-  tif 

'At  tlif  triennial  cIcctiDn  of  irovcrnor  in  >r.iy  of  this  year,  (Jovmior 
Clinton  was  n  ■•licti.l  liy  :'.,'2(!4  majority. —  RirinytoiiK  Uuzitte. 

IS 
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our    fellow   citizens    liave    enjoyed,     under   our   free 
constitution  and  ^'■our  wise  administration. 

While  we  lament  the  late  depredations  committed 
by  a  bai'barous  and  savage  enemy,  on  the  frontiers  of 
this  state,  it  gives  us  infinite  pleasure,  that  your 
Excellency  (ever  attentive  to  the  preservation  and 
protection  of  its  inhabitants,  and  to  punish  the 
insolence  and  cruelty  of  the  foe),  has  manifested  a 
disposition,  and  exerted  your  endeavor  to  repel  their 
incursion,  and  altlio  unsurmountable  difficulties  have 
arisen,  against  efi:ecting  the  compleat  capture  of  their 
forces,  yet  we  congratulate  your  Excellency  on  their 
defeat  at  Canajohary,  l)y  the  militia  and  levies,  under 
the  command  of  Brigadier  General  Rensselaer;  and 
permit  us  to  add,  that  our  happiness  is  encreased  by 
the  consideration,  that  the  enemy  were  restrained 
from  the  completion  of  their  purpose,  by  the  vigorous 
pursuit  of  your  Excellency  with  the  troops ;  whereby 
many  valuable  buildings  and  great  quantities  of  grain 
devoted  to  destruction  in  the  minds  of  the  enemy  were 
preserved. 

We  wish  your  Excellency  every  happiness  in  public 
and  private  life,  and  whatever  enemies  to  our  peace 
and  niankijid  in  general,  may  conceive  from  the 
intriguing  schemes  of  their  enterprising  politicians, 
we  trust  that  good  Providence,  which  has  so  often 
protected  the  peojile  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
from  the  secret  acts  and  machinations  of  the  enemy, 
will  abate  their  pride,  and  confound  their  devices. 
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III  testimony  of  the  liiirh  sense  we  entertain,  of  your 

Excellency's  zeal  and  luk-lity  in  promoting  the  public 

good,  we  beg  leave  to  present  your  Excellency  with 

the  freedom  of  their  city. 

By  order, 

Ab"  Ten  Broeck,  Mavoi-. 
Albani/,  Ocioh.  26"',  1780. 


Reply  of  Governor  Clinton  to  the  Foregoing  Address. 

Gentlemen : 

I  thank  you  for  this  polite  address  and  the  favorable 
sentiments  you  have  been  pleased  to  express  of  my 
election  to  the  chief  Magistracy  of  the  State. 

"WTiile  with  you,  I  lament  the  late  devastation  upon 
our  frontiers,  it  afibrds  me  great  satisfaction  that  by 
the  vigorous  exertion  of  the  countrv,  and  the  attack 
upon  the  enemy  at  Canajohary  they  Avere  prevented 
from  the  completion  of  their  cruel  purposes,  and  com- 
pelled to  seek  their  safety  by  a  disgraceful  and  pre- 
cipit^ate  retreat. 

I  accept,  gentlemen  with  pleasure,  the  freedom  of 

your  city,  and  be  assured  I  shall  always  consider  this 

act  of  your  corporation  as  a  most  honorable  testimony 

that  my  conduct  has  received  the  approbation  of  my 

fellow  citizens. 

I  am,  &c.,  G.  C. 
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MarcJiUKj  Orders  of  Colonel   Weissenfels. 

Albany,  October  26"',  1780. 
Sir: 

To-morrow,    yon    will    mareli   your    regiment    for 

tSclienectady.     The  following  day,  you  are  to  detacli 

the  Levies  incorporated   with  your  regiment,  to  the 

German    Flatts.     The    officer    who    shall    command 

them,  will  receive  instructions  from  Colonel  Malcolm, 

who,  as  he  has  for  some  time  past  commands  in  the 

Department,  is  best  acquainted  with  the  posts  to  be 

occupied,  and  the  means  for  obtaining  supplies.     You 

will  hold  yourself  ready  to  march  with  the  residue  of 

the  regiment,  on  the  shortest  notice. 

I  am,  sir,  your  very  hum*  servt, 

G.  0. 


Letter  from  General  Schui/lcr  to  Goveriior  Clinton. 

Saratoga,  October  21"\  1780. 
Dear  Sir : 

Yesterday,  I  received   the   inclosed.     Part  of  CoP 

Gansevoorts  regiment  marched  immediately,  and  the 

remainder  moves  this  morning.     I  question  whether 

the  enemy  will  make  a  second  incursion  this  way,  but 

I  have  my  apprehensions  for  White  Creek.     I  intended 

to   have   done   the    honor   to   have   waited   on   your 
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E\collciK-y  at  Albany,  but  .sliuiikl  iho  cuoiuy  make  a 
ponotratioii,  my  in'csciioi'  lierc  will  lio  al)S(iliiti'lv 
noccssaiy.  Tlic  militia  at  Foit  iMlwaiil  have  killed 
their  last  oattlo,  and  I  tear  they  will  not  be  supplied 
ill  this  «piarter,  I  therefore  intreat  that  some  nniy  he 
sent  from  below. 

Mr.  ^^eFarlan  informs  me,  that  the  Indians  at 
Sehenectady  ^\ill  be  destitute  of  provisions  in  a  few 
days,  and  that  Colo.  Hay  gives  no  hopes  of  a  supply. 
Permit  me  to  intreat  your  Excellency's  intervention. 
I  wish  your  Excellency  could  take  a  ride  to  this  place 
before  you  return  to  roui>-hkeepsie. 

I  opened  the  enclosed  from  Col°  Webster,  appre- 
hending it  might  contain  some  information,  and 
knowing  you  was  then  to  the  Westward. 

The  women  and  children  which  are  here,  if  they 

dont  go  to  Canada,  must  be  removed  into  the  country. 

as  they  cannot  possibly  subsist  here.     If  they  are  sent 

to  Canada,  T  wish  Jacob  Snyder,  and    Abraham  ^fills' 

tamilies   were    detained,    and    that   your    Excellency 

would  order  it  so.     Their  husljands  have  thrown  out 

some  threats,  which  they  say  [they J  w\\\   execute,  as 

soon  as  their  families  are  out  of  our  possession. 

I  am,  Dear  Sir,  with  respect, 

E.steem  <!<c  liegard.  Your  Excellency's 

Most  obedient,  Intmble  serv'., 

I'll.  Schuyler. 
llis  Excellency,  Gov.  Clinton. 
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Letter  from  General  Ten  Broeck  to  Governor  Clinton. 

Albany,  29'"  Octo%  1780. 
Sir: 

Tlie  inclosed  copy  of  a  letter  I  received  last  niglit 
from  Coll°  Van  Woert.  In  consequence  of  it,  I  have 
ordered  my  brigade  to  marcli  immediately,^  except 
three  Regiments,  viz.  Yrooman's,"  Wemple's^  and 
Cuyler's."*  Tlie  latter  as  they  may  be  soon  called  out 
to  march  at  the  shortest  notice.  The  other  two  I 
intended  to  leave  home,  unless  there  is  an  absolute 
necessity  for  them. 

As  soon  as  1  get  any  further  accounts,  I  shall  send 
them  to  your  Excellency. 

With  great  regard  and  Esteem,  I  remain 

Your  Excellency's  Most  obedient  humble  servt, 

Ab"'  Ten  Broeck. 
His  Excellencv  Governor  Clinton. 


Letter  from  Colonel  Leiois   Van   Woert  to  General  Ten 

Broeck. 

Cambridge,  Oct.  28,  1780. 
I  have  just  now  received  an  express  from  Coll  Web- 
ster from  Granville,  that  a  body  of  the  enemy  have 


1  This  order  was  countermanded. 

2 Peter  Vrooman,  of  Scholiarie. 

'  Abraham  Wemple,  of  Schenectady. 

*  Abraham  Cuyler,  of  Albany.   He  was  commissioned  March  3, 1780. 
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landed  at  Skencsboroiigli,  yesterday  at  one  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon.^ 

As  the  enemy  seem  determined  to  hinn  Wliite 
Creek,  witliout  assistance  from  forther  parts,  \\q  -wont 
be  able  to  hinder  them  to  push  do^^■ll. 

Their  force  seems  to  be  two  thousand  iivo  liinuh-cd 

strong,  to  the  best  intelligence  I  can  get.     I  got  word 

likewise,    that   the    enemy   had  possession    of  Castle 

Town,  and  for  that  reason  I  dont    expect   assistance 

from  the  Grants. 

This  from  your  TTumble  Ser^i:, 

Lewis  Van  Woert,-  Coll". 

The  noub'  Gen^  Ten  Broeck. 


Letter  from  Governor  Clinton  to  James  Duanc} 

POUGHKEEPSIE,    Octo.  20"',  1780. 

Dear  Sir : 

I  returned  late  last  evening  from  Tryon  county,  and 
have  only  time  at  present,  by  Mr.  Kay,  who  is  just 
stopped  here,  on  his  way  to  Phil*,  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  by  ^Nl"^  Knolton,  who  arrived  the 


'  Tiiis  rumor  was  subsequently  disproved. 

2  Van  Woert,  colonel  of  the  Cambridge  district  regiment  in  Albany 
county,  was  appointed  April  4,  1778,  and  resigned  Feb.  2(5,  1781. 
'  Mr.  Duane  was  then  a  delegate  from  New  York  in  the  Continental 
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eveiiinc;  before  I  left  home.  Col"  Benson  informs  me 
of  tlie  receipt  of  another  letter  from  you,  by  Mr.  Chin, 
which  was  forwarded  to  me  at  Albany,  but  which,  as 
I  returned  by  water,  I  have  not  yet  received. 

I  must  therefore  refer  yon  to  the  enclosed  papers, 
for  an  account  of  our  and  the  enemy's  proceedings  on 
the  frontiers,  as  far  as  it  respects  men,  but  I  have  the 
mortification  to  inform  you  that  for  want  of  a 
permanent  and  adequate  force,  and  before  a  sufiicient 
body  of  the  militia  could  be  assembled  to  prevent  it, 
the  whole  of  the  valuable  settlements  of  Schoharie, 
and  a  part  of  the  settlem''  at  Ball's  Town,  and  almost 
the  whole  of  the  intermediate  country.  On  both  sides 
of  the  Mohawk  river,  from  Fort  Hunter  to  Fort 
Eensselaer,  at  the  upper  end  of  Canajoharie  including 
the  settlement  of  Stone  Arabia,  are  burnt  and  laid 
waste. 

Oil  a  moderate  computation,  we  have  lost  at  least 
150,000  bushels  of  wheat,  besides  other  grain  and 
forage,  and  200  dwellings.  Schenectady  may  now  be 
said  to  become  the  limits  of  our  western  frontier,  and 
the  first  object  worth  a  new  enterprise. 

I  am  not  surju-ised  at  the  conduct  of  Congress  with 
respect  to  onr  dispute  with  the  people  on  the  Grants, 
for  upwards  of  a  year  past,  it  has  appeared  to  me,  that 
they  Avere  encouraged  and  supported  in  their  revolt, 
and  that  delay  v/as  studied  to  strengthen  their 
opposition.  There  are  many  however,  who  firmly 
believed  that  Congress  would  take  up  the  matter,  and 
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decide  upon  and  enforce  the  dei-ision,  agreeable  to 
thfir  resolution  of  June  last/  The  evasion  of  it,  and 
the  encouragement  atlbrded  to  the  revolters,  has  <riven 
universal  disgust  to  all  ranks  of  peo[tle,  and  in 
coniidence  I  cannot  hut  inform  you,  that  the  most 
sensible  among  us  begin  to  be  jealous  of  a  premeditated 
intention  to  make  a  sacriiice  of  this  state,  to  answer 
the  political  views  of  others,  and  of  interested 
individuals,  and  I  should  not  be  surprised,  tho"  I 
may  be  mistaken,  if  these  jealousies  should  so  far 
prevail,  as  that  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  legislature 
our  delegates  should  be  withdrawn,  and  the  resources  of 
the  state  which  have  hitherto  been  so  lavishlv  atforded 
to  the  continent,  be  ^^ithheld  for  our  own  defence. 

'Alluding  to  resolutions  of  June  2(1,  declaring  the  proceedings  of 
the  Vermont  people  highlj^  unwaiTantable  and  subversive  of  the 
public  peace  and  welfare  of  the  United  States.  The  resolutions 
re([uired  the  inhabitants  to  abstain  from  all  acts  of  authority  civil  or 
military,  imtil  a  decision  should  be  made  concerning  their  claims  to 
separate  and  independent  jurisdiction  in  matters  of  state  goveniment. 

The  jealousy  with  which  those  proceedings  were  regarded  may  be 

inferred  from  the  following  letter  from  General  Schuyler  to  G(Jvernor 

Clinton  : 

(Secret.) 

SAitATOGA,  Ortr  31, 1780. 
Dear  Sir : 

The    conduct    of   some    people   to    the  eastward  is  alarmingly 

mysterious.    A  flag  under  pretext  of  settling  a  cartel  with  Vermont, 

has  been  on  the  Grants.     Allen  has  disbanded  his  militia,  and  the 

enemy  in  number  upwards  of  1,000  are  rapidly  advancing  towards 

us.     The  night  before  last,  they  were  at  Putnam's  Point. 

Intreat  Gen.  "Washington  for  more  Continental  troops,  and  let  me 

beg  of  your  Excellency  to  hasten  up  here. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  sincere)}-  yours  Ac. 

Pii.  SriHYLKii. 

1!» 
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Yourself,  Mr.  Floyd,^  Mr.  Scott,^  Mr  L'Hommedin,^ 

and  Gen^  McDougall,^  are  appointed  delegates  for  the 

ensuing  year,  and  by  the  next  convenient  opportunity, 

your  commissions  will  he  transmitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he  &c. 

Geo:  Clinton. 
The  Hon^'°  James  Duane,  Esq. 

P.  S.  I  lodged  at  Col°  Livingston's  the  night  before 
last,  and  have  the  pleasure  of  informing  you  that  Mrs. 
Duane  and  the  family  are  well.^ 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  am  informed,  tho'  not 
otficiallv,  that  a  detachment  of  sixtv  men,  who  were 
ordered  to  march  from  the  garrison  of  Eort  Schuyler, 
to  hang  on  the  enemy's  flank,  on  their  retreat, 
unfortunately,  before  they  discovered  the  enemy,  fell 
in  with  their  main  body,  and  the  whole  of  them  (two 
excepted),  made  prisoners.  I  am  in  great  hopes  how- 
ever, that  this  account  is  not  true,  as  the  order  given 
to  the  party,  by  Maj""  Hughes,''  was  couched  in  the 


^  William  Floyd,  then  of  Suffolk  county. 

^GeneralJohn  Morin  Scott,  of  New  York  city. 

3  Ezra  L'Hommedien,  of  Suffolk  county. 

*  Alexander  McDougall. 

^Mrs.  Duane  was  the  eldest  daughter  of  Robert  Livingston,  pro- 
prietor of  Livingston  manor. 

•^  Major  Peter  Hughes,  a  deserving  officer  who  then  commanded  at 
Fort  Schuyler,  died  at  Cayuga,  N.  Y.,  in  December,  1810,  aged  sixty- 
five  years. 
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most  exact  terms.  He  was  to  proceed  Avitli  tlic 
greatest  circumspection,  and  not  to  hazard  any  thing 
that  might  endanger  their  retreat. 


Lettei^  from  Governor  Clinton  to  General  Heath. 

POUGHKEEPSIE,   Ocf  30"',  1780. 

Dear  Sir : 

Your  letter  of  the  17th  Inst  reached  me  on  my 
pursuit  after  Sir  John  Johnson,  ab'  14  miles  above 
Fort  Herkimer.  Gansevoort's  and  "Weissenfel's  reg** 
did  not  reach  Albany,  until  the  enemy  were  driven 
out  of  the  country  and  those  to  the  northward  had 
recross'd  the  lake  [and]  returned  as  far  as  the 
neighborhood  of  Ticonderoga.  The  Inhabit^  on  the 
northern  frontiers,  from  the  easy  access  the  enemy 
had  among  them,  were  greatly  distress'd  &  CoP 
Gansevoort,  before  my  return  to  Albany  from  the 
westw^  by  the  advice  of  Gen.  Ten  Broeck,  marched 
his  regiment  to  cover  that  part  of  the  country,  and 
prevent  its  being  abandoned. 

Weissenfels^   marched  to   Schenectady,   the   levies 


'  Frederick  H.  Barou  de  Weissenfels  Avas  a  native  of  Prussia, 
settled  in  Dutchess  county  a  few  years  before  the  revolution,  and  was 
naturalized  by  an  act  of  the  general  assembly,  December  20,  1763. 
He  had  formerly  held  an  office  in  the  Britisli  service,     llis  acquaint- 
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wliose  terms  expire  aL*  tlie  middle  of  Dec'',  and  were 
immediately  to  march  to  Fort  Herkimer,  to  keep  open 
the  communication  witli  Fort  Sclmyler.  The  Reg'' 
itself  will  remain  at  Schenectady,  nntil  a  competent 
supply  of  Provisions  can  be  procured  for  the  garrison 
at  Fort  Schuyler  during  the  winter,  and  to  escort  it 
up.  A  very  inconsiderable  part  of  the  su2:)plies  for 
this    service   is    yet  provided,   and   unless   particular 


ance  with  military  affairs,  and  Lis  attachment  for  the  Continental 
cause,  led  to  his  early  employment  in  tlie  revolutionary  army.  He 
was  appointed  a  lieutenant  colonel  of  the  3d  New  York  battalion, 
March  8,  1770,  and  was  subsequently  commissioned  twice  with  the 
same  rank,  in  command  of  regiments  of  levies  raised  for  the  defense 
of  the  frontiers.  He  was  a]ipointcd  by  the  commander  in  chief,  to 
command  the  2d  New  York  battalion  and  fought  at  White  Plains ; 
accompanied  the  army  through  New  Jersey,  and  assisted  in  the 
capture  of  the  Hessians  at  Trenton.  He  was  present  with  this 
regiment  at  the  surrender  of  Burgojme,  and  in  the  battle  of 
Monmouth,  with  fixed  bayonets,  executed  an  order  greatly  to  his 
honor,  and  to  the  credit  of  tlie  troops  he  commanded.  He  accompa- 
nied tlie  expedition  of  General  Sullivan  in  1779,  and  fought  gallantly 
in  the  battle  of  Newtown. 

Like  many  other  public  servants  he  became  impoverished  by  the 
war,  and  although  he  received  commutation  certificates  for  five  years 
pay,  liis  necessities  compelled  him  to  dispose  of  them  for  a  trifle,  and 
in  1787  and  1793,  special  legislation  was  granted  for  his  relief  The 
treasurer  was  by  this  action  authorized  to  liquidate  his  debt  due  to 
the  state,  upon  such  princijjles  as  might  appear  just,  so  as  to  enable 
him  to  obtain  the  benefit  of  an  act  of  insolvency,  the  state  taking  its 
chances  with  his  other  creditors. 

He  became  the  lessee  of  a  forfeited  estate  of  George  Folliott  in 
Amenia,  but  subsequently  removed  to  New  Orleans,  was  appointed 
to  an  humble  office  in  the  police,  and  died  there  in  August,  1806, 
aged  seventy-eight  years.  In  1838,  his  daughter  petitioned  congress 
for  compensation  for  his  services,  but  Avithout  success.  In  balloting 
for  lands  in  the  military  tract,  Lieut.  Col.  Weissenfels  drew  five 
lots,  of  six  hundred  acres  each;  but  the  patents  were  issued  to 
another  party,  and  he  probably  derived  but  little  benefit  from  them. 
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attoiition  is  paid  to  tliis  Ijiisiness,  as  tlie  season  lur 
water  trans|iortatiou  in  the  eoui'sc  of  a  luoutli  will 
l>o  over,  nntl  it  will  lie  impossible  to  forw'  it  l>v 
laud,  the  post  must,  iu  the  course  of  the  winter, 
bo  al>andoned.  The  newspaper  Avill  give  you  a 
pretty  just  account  of  the  progress  of  the  enemy 
on  the  frontiers,  except  as  to  the  devastation  com- 
mitted hy  them,  which  it  miglit  not  be  so  ]»i-udent  to 
pubUsh.  They  have  destroyed  at  least  liUO  dwellings, 
and  150,000  bushels  of  wheat,  with  a  proj^ortion  of 
other  grain  an<l  forage,  though  by  the  rapid  pursuit 
after  them,  a  considerable  tract  of  country,  which 
would  share  the  same  fate  was  saved.  I  shall  be 
happy  in  rendering  you  any  assistance  in  my  power, 
in  the  execution  of  your  important  command,  but 
believe  me  Sir,  the  distress  of  this  state  is  such, 
that  unless  those  who  have  experienced  less  of  the 
war,  make  greater  exertions  than  thev  have  latelv 
done,  there  will  be  great  difficulties  in  maintaining 
your  post. 

I  find  AVeissenfels'  Regt  exceedinirlv  defieient  in 
point  of  clothing,  for  the  climate  to  whieh  they 
[are]  destined.  I  should  have  been  glad,  therefore, 
if  some  other  liQg^  better  provided  could  have  been 
ordered  for  that  duty,  especially  as  I  find  from  this 
consideration,  and  because  the  troops  of  this  state 
conceive  it  a  hardship  to  be  obliged  perpetually 
to  garrison  that  post,  it  is  extremely  disagreealjle 
to  them.     K  the   direction  of  this   matter   does   not 


150  NORTlIERISr  INVASION. 

lie    with    you,    I    shall    be    obliged    by   your    com- 

muuicatiug   this    informatiou   to   his   Excellency   the 

commander  in  chief. 

I  remain  with  the  Greatest  Respect  &c. 

Geo:  Clinton. 
The  IIon^'«  ~| 

Major  Gen^  Heath,  i 


Letter  from  General  Ten  Brocck  to  Governor  Clinton. 

Albany,  30'^  Octo.,  1780. 
Sir: 

I  wrote  your  Excellency  yesterday,  since  which,  I 

have  received  accounts  which  seem  to  contradict  those 

of  Col.  Van  Woert  sent  you.     The  enemy  had  not 

landed,  but  are  still  near  Skeenesborough.     Whether 

they  will  come  into  the  country  is  uncertain.     I  have 

countermanded  the  orders  issued  in  consequence  of 

Col.  Van  Woert's  information,  and  directed  the  whole 

brigade  to  be  ready  to  march  at  the  shortest  notice. 

I  remain  your  Excellency's 

Most  Humble  Servt., 

Ab''  Ten  Broeck. 
His  Excellency,  George  Clinton. 
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Leitcr  from  Goi'crnor  C Union  to  General  Washin(/(on. 

POUGUKEEPSIE,  OcV"  30"',  1780. 
Dear  Sir : 

My  last  letter  was  dated  at  Albany,  and  communi- 
cated the  disaffrecable  intcllic-ence  of  the  destruction 
of  Schoharie  and  part  of  Balls  Town,  ah'  1 2  miles  N.  E. 
of  Schenectady,  since  which  I  have  not  been  able  to 
write  to  your  Excellency. 

As  I  then  proposed,  I  immediately  left  Albany,  in 
order  to  take  the  necessary  measures  for  checking  the 
further  incursions  of  the  enemy. 

On  my  arrival  at  Schenectady,  I  was  advised  that 
different  parties  of  the  enemy  at  Schoharie  and  Balls 
Town,  had  left  those  places,  the  former  movino-  towards 
the  Mohawk  river,  and  the  latter  shaping  their  course 
towards  Sacondaga. 

Gen^  Yau  Rensselaer  had  arrived  at  Schenectady 
before  me,  at  the  head  of  about  lour  or  five  huuilred 
miHtia,  with  orders  to  act  according  to  emergencies. 
On  receiving  this  intelligence,  I  immediately  moved 
up  the  river,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  gain  their 
front,  l>ut  tliis  proved  impracticable,  as  their  route 
was  much  shorter,  and  their  troops  were  enured 
to  marching.  They  readied  the  nver,  at  the  con- 
fluence of  the  Schoharie  Kill,  ab'  six  miles  ahead 
of  him,  and  recommenced  tlieir   devastiitions  in  that 
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fertile  country,  by  burning  tbe  bouses,  and  destroying 
witb  marks  of  the  greatest  barbarity,  every  tbing  in 
their  way. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  was  exceedingly  per- 
plexed. The  militia  under  General  Yan  Rensselaer, 
were  inferior  in  number  to  that  of  the  enemy ;  the  few 
I  had  with  me  were  too  far  in  the  rear  to  sustain  them, 
and  not  much  could  be  expected  from  the  militia  of 
the  country  through  which  the  enemy  passed,  their 
whole  attention  being  engaged  in  the  preservation  of 
their  families,  and  the  levies  were  necessarily  very 
much  dispersed  at  the  diiferent  posts,  to  cover  the 
frontier  settlements  against  the  incursions  of  small 
parties.  Gen^  Van  Rensselaer,  however,  continued  to 
move  on,  and  being  soon  after  joined  by  Col°  Dubois, 
with  between  three  and  four  hundred  levies,  and  60  of 
the  Oneida  Indians,  pursued  the  enemy  with  vigor. 
He  came  up  with  them,  and  attacked  them  at  Fox's 
Mills  ^  (26  miles  from  where  the  enemy  first  struck  the 
river),  about  sunset.  After  a  considerable  resistance 
they  gave  way  and  fled,  with  precipitation  leaving 
behind  them  their  baggage,  provisions,  and  a  brass 
three  pounder,  with  its  ammunition.  The  night  came 
on    too    soon    for    us    to   avail    ourselves   of  all    the 


^  Fox's  mills  were  a  grist  mill  siiul  saw  mill,  on  the  east  side  of 
Garoga  creek,  near  the  Palatine  church,  and  twenty  or  thirty  rods 
above  the  present  mills  of  C.  Y.  Edwards.  They  l)elonged  to  Philip 
Fox.  Some  years  since  in  clearing  away  the  rubbish  on  the  site  of 
the  mills,  some  charred  wheat,  the  result  of  the  fire  in  1780,  was 
found. —  Letter  of  J.  Ji.  Simms. 
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ndvantagos  Avliirh  we  liad  reason  to  promise  ourselves 
from  this  action.  Tlie  enemy  took  advantage  of 
passing  tlie  river,  at  a  ford^  a  little  above,  where  they 
again  collected  and  renewed  their  manh  up  the  river 
with  great  celerity,  an<l  it  became  necessary  l(>r  our 
troops,  who  had  marched  upwards  of  thirty  miles 
without  halting,  to  retire  from  the  ground,  to  refresh 
themselves. 

The  pursuit  was,  however,  resumed  early  in  the 
morning  after  the  action,  and  the  enemy  so  closely 
pushed,  as  to  prevent  their  doing  any  further  mischief. 
The  morning  after  the  action,  I  arrived  with  the  militia 
under  my  immediate  command,  but  they  were  so  beat 
out  with  fatigue,  ha\nng  marched  at  least  50  miles  in 
less  than  24  hours,  as  to  be  unable  to  proceed  any 
further.  I  therefore  left  them,  and  put  myself  at  the 
head  of  the  advanced  troops,  and  continued  the  pursuit 
till  within  about  15  miles  of  Oneida,  and  if  we  could 
possibh'  have  procured  provisions,  to  have  enalded  us 
to  have  ])ursued  one  or  two  days  longer,  there  is  little 
doubt  but  that  we  might  have  succeeded,  at  least  so 
for,  as  to  have  scattered  their  main  body  and  made 
many  prisoners.  But  there  was  no  su})plies  but  such 
as  I  was  obliged  to  take  from  the  iidiabitants  on  our 
route,  and  these  were  inadequate,  and  the  collection 
of  them  attended  with  delay,  nor  could  the  park 
horses,    with    the    small    quantities,  procured    in    this 


'Near  the  present  dnni  \<>(  a  cma]  feeder  tu-low  St.  .Tolinsville. 
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disagreeable  manner,  overtake  us  in  so  rapid  a  march 
tlirongli  a  perfect  wilderness. 

I  was  tlierefore  obliged,  tlio'  reluctantly  to  return, 
most  of  the  troops  having  been  near  two  days  utterly 
destitute,  and  unable  to  proceed.  Sir  John,  Brandt 
and  Butler,  immediately  after  the  action  at  Fox's 
Mills,  left  their  troops,  and  with  a  party  of  Indians, 
on  horseback,  struck  across  the  country,  and  went 
towards  Oneida,  taking  their  wounded  with  them, 
"We  discovered,  where  they  joined  their  main  body 
again,  near  the  waters  of  the  Susquehanna,  six  miles 
on  this  side,  where  we  quitted  the  pui'suit.  Brandt 
was  wounded  through  the  foot. 

The  enemys  force  under  Sir  John,  fi-om  the  best 
account  I  have  been  able  to  collect,  amounted  to  750 
picked  troops  from  the  20tli  and  34th  British  reg*% 
Hessian  Yaugers,  Siiv,Tolm's  Corps,  Butler's  Rangers 
and  Brant's  Corps  of  Indians  and  tories,  and  the 
party  that  appeared  at  Balls  Town  of  ab'  200  chiefly 
British  and  by  some  accounts  it  appears  they  intended 
to  form  a  junction  at  Johns  Town. 

In  the  ditferent  skirmishes,  a  considerable  number 
of  the  enemy  were  killed;  the  exact  amount  I  am  not 
able  to  ascertain.  "We  have  taken  ab'  40  prisoners,^ 
recovered  most  of  those  they  bad  taken  from  us  at 


1  On  Ihc  30th  of  October,  Governor  Clinton  forwarded  thirty-one 
prisoners  under  the  care  of  Captain  Henderson  to  be  secured  in  the 
provost  at  Fishkill.  They  were  receipted  for  by  Daniel  Clapp, 
captain-lieutenant  in  charge. — C'liiiion  Papers,  3,321,  A. 
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Sfliohario  and  otlior  places  ^vitll  tlu-  lu'^iors  cattle  and 
pliiiuk'r.  Our  [iriiu-ijial  loss  is  Coll  lirowii  of  tlic  Wax 
Levies,  lie  l>v  false  iiitelligenee,  was  Ie<l  into  the 
fire  of  the  whole  hodv  of  the  eiieiuy  and  fell,  with  'M) 
of  his  and  the  militia  and  levies  of  this  state,  and  two 
made  i)risoncrs. 

The  account  1  formerlv  transmitted  vour  Excellemv 
respecting  tlie  enemy  to  the  nortlnv''  are  as  far  as  T 
have  since  been  able  to  learn,  nearlv  true.  The  little 
post  and  garrison  of  Fort  Ami,  a[>pcarcd  to  me  to 
have  been  surrendered  through  treachery  or  cowardice. 
Cap'  Cliipman,  the  commanding  officer  of  Fort 
Georsce,  havins;  on  the  first  alarm  sent  out  his  whole 
garrison,  (supposing  the  enemy  to  consist  of  only 
ab'  30  Indians  and  tories  only),  except  14  men 
obtained  a  very  honorable  capitulation,  Ijeforc  he  could 
be  induced  to  surrender. 

The  losses  w^e  have  sustained  by  these  different 
incursions  of  the  enemv,  will  be  most  severelv  felt. 
They  have  destroyed,  on  a  moderate  computation, 
200  dwellings,  &  150,000  bushels  of  wheat,  with  a 
proportion  of  other  grain,  and  forage.  The  enemy  to 
the  northw**  continue  in  the  neigld)orhood  of  Crown 
Point,  and  the  iidiabitants,  in  consequence  of  their 
apprehensions  of  danger,  are  removing  from  the 
northern  parts  of  the  state.  Coll.  Gansevoort,  by  the 
advice  of  Gen^  Ten  Broeck,  marched  to  cover  that 
part  of  the  country,  &  Coll"  AVeissenfels  marched  to 
Schenectadv,  whoiv  Ids  rog''will  eoutinue  to  escort  a 
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full  supply  of  provisions  to  Fort  Schuyler,  a  very 
incousidcrable  })art  of  wliicli  is  as  yet  provided,  and 
unless  particular  attention  is  paid  to  tins  business,  (as 
the  season  for  water  transportation  in  the  course  of  a 
month  will  be  over  and  it  Avill  be  impossible  to  forw** 
it  by  land),  the  post  must  in  the  course  of  the  winter 
be  abandoned/  The  levies,  incorporated  in  this  reg't 
whose  times  expire  ab*  the  middle  of  December,  were 
immediately  to  march  to  Fort  Herkimer,  to  keep  open 
the  communication  of  Fort  Schuyler  with  the  country. 
This  regm'  with  the  others  of  this  state,  are  so  exceed- 
ingly destitute  in  point  of  clothing,  (notwithstanding 
every  attempt  of  the  state  to  supply  them),  that  I  could 
have  wished  some  other  reg*  better  provided  ag^*^  the 
severe  climate  had  been  ordered  to  garrison  that  post, 
especially  as  I  tind  from  this  consideration,  and 
because  the  troops  in  this  state  conceive  it  an  hardship 
constantly  to  garrison  it,  this  duty  is  become  extremely 
disagreeable  to  them, 

I  forgot  to  mention,  that  when  we  arrived  at  Fort 
Herkimer,  a  letter  was  dispatched  to  Major  Hughes 
command^  at  Fort  Schuyler,  giving  him  an  ace'  of  the 
force  and  route  of  the  enemy,  and  of  the  boats  lying 
at  Onondaga  lake,^  that  he  might,  if  he  found  it 
consistent  Avith  the  safety  of  his  garrison,  send  out  a 
small  party  to  annoy  the  enemy  on  their  march.     By 


^Fort  Schuyler  having  been  injured  by  fire  and  flood,  was  finally 
abandoned  in  the  spring  of  1781. 

*  This  was  doubtless  intended  for  Oneida  lake. 
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Lis  lotter  to  Col"  Malcolm,  I  find  he  dispatclioil  a  party 
of  sixty  men  for  this  purpose,  with  orders  to  use  the 
utmost  precaution  ag'*'  surjirise,  or  any  thinu;  that 
luiii'lit  prevent  tlicii-  returning  to  the  fort,  ^ince  mv 
return  from  Alhaiiy,  a  report  pixvails,  that  this  pai-ty 
was  ambushed  by  the  enemy  and  defeated:  but  from 
Major  Hughe's  cautious  orders,  and  as  1  ha\-c  iii» 
official  aec**,  I  do  not  credit  it. 

I  have  the  honor,  <!tc.,  G.  C. 

P.  S.  The  enemy  bro'  witli  them  two  brass  mortai-s 
for  4|  shells,  which  they  concealed  in  their  route  from 
Schoharie.  From  some  discoveries,  we  are  in  hopes 
of  findini]:  them.^ 


Letter  from  Governor  Clinton  to  General  Washington. 

POKIEPSIE,  Ocf  ol,  1781. 
Sir: 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  Kec'  of  your  Excellency's 

circular  letter  of  the  18th  Inst,  covcrimc  a  return  of 

the  troops  credited  to  this  state  and  also  your  letter 

of  the  21st,    enclosing   Mr.   Duer's   letter,   with    the 

Information  given  respect^  Mr.  Smith.- 


'"We  are  informed  by  3Ir.  Tliouias  ^Macliiii  of  Alliany,  llial  uiit-  u\' 
these  was  found  some  ten  years  afterwards,  and  made  up  into  spoon 
moulds. 

*  Joshua  H.  Smith,  who  had  been   arrested  from  supjjosed  com- 
plicity in  iVmold's  treason. 
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The  Legislature  previous  to  its  rising,  provided  for 
completing  tlie  quota  of  cont^  troops  of  tins  state 
during  the  war,  and  charged  me  with  the  execution 
of  it  whenever  it  should  ascertain  the  number  to  he 
raised  hy  this  state. 

By  the  new  arrangement  of  the  army,  a  copy  of 
which  has  been  transmitted  to  me  hy  the  Presd',  the 
(piota  assigned  this  state,  is  2  Reg'ts  of  infantry,  and 
one  of  artillery.  From  the  return  transmitted  hy 
your  Excellency,  it  would  appear,  that  our  deficiency 
is  313 :  hut  least  I  may  have  misapprehended  the 
return,  or  erred  in  my  calculation,  I  wish  to  have  the 
numher  ascertained  by  your  Excellency,  before  I  issue 
my  orders  for  raising  the  men,  especially  as  they  are 
to  be  apportioned  to  the  diflcrent  counties,  and  any 
mistake  in  the  aggregate  number  would  be  productive 
of  embarrassment  and  delay. 

The  moment  when  1  am  favored  w'^''  your  Excel- 
lency's answer  on  this  subject,  the  business  will  be 
commenced,  and  1  have  little  doubt  that  it  will  be 
effected  in  due  season.  I  am  unhappy  to  find  that 
Congress  have  left  an  opening  for  temporary  enlist- 
ments in  their  new  arrangement.  Experience  has 
taught  us,  that  there  are  states  who  will  avail 
themselves  of  it,  l)y  which  our  hopes  of  a  permanent 
army  will  be  defeated. 

I  will  deliver  the  information  respecting  Mr.  Smith, 
to  the  commis"  for  detecting  conspiracies,  who  will 
be  able  to  make  such  inquiries,  as  to  ascertain  the 
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triitli  of  it.     At  any  rate,  it  may  be  proper  to  direct 

his  removal  from  liis  i)rcsent  residence.     Since  writins: 

the  above,  I  rec**  the  enclosed  information  from  Gen' 

Ten  Broeck.     I  have  in  consequence  ordered  out  a 

considerable  body  of  militia  to  that  quarter.     Ganse- 

voort    is    properly   situated   to   aid   in    opposing  the 

cnemv. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  &c. 

G.  C. 

His  Excellency  ^ 

Gen'  Washinijton  j 


Letter  from   General    Washington  to  Govamor  Clinton} 

Head  Quarters,  Prackness,  Novemlf  [5,]  1780. 
Dear  Sir : 

I  have  received  your  several  favors  of  the  18th,  30tli 
and  31st  ult .  I  congratulate  you  upon  your  safe 
return  from  your  late  expedition,  and  upon  the  success 
which  attended  General  Eensselaer's  attack  upon  the 
enemy  in  their  retreat. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  your  Excellency  was  not 
near  enough  witXi  the  reinforcement  to  take  advantage 


'  A  letter  of  the  same  date,  from  General  Washington  to  Governor 
Clinton,  is  printed  in  SjmrlK's  Life  oiul  Wiifi/if/K  of  W<iHhi»fjton,  vii, 
381,  but  considerably  alnidged  from  the  one  here  given. 


160  NORTHERN  INVASION. 

of  their  situation.  The  damage  which  lias  been  done, 
will,  I  fear,  be  severely  felt  by  the  public,  as  well  as 
by  individuals.  We  had  the  most  pleasing  prospects 
of  forming  considerable  magazines  of  bread  fi-om  the 
country  which  has  been  laid  waste,  and  which,  from 
your  Excellency's  letter,  is  so  extensive,  that  I  am 
apprehensive  we  shall  be  obliged  to  bring  flour  from 
the  southward,  to  support  the  troops  at  and  near  West 
Point.  You  will  be  pleased  to  give  your  opinion  upon 
the  quantity  of  flour  that  may  yet,  with  probability, 
be  procured  above,  in  the  course  of  the  winter,  that  I 
may  form  some  calculation  of  the  quantity  which  it 
will  be  necessary  to  draw  from  Jersey,  Pennsylvania 
and  Maryland. 

I  am  sorry  tliat  the  troops  from  your  state  should 
look  upon  it  as  a  hardship  to  do  the  garrison  duty  of 
Fort  Schuyler,  I  had  always  allotted  it  to  them,  as 
thinking  it  would  be  agreeable  to  both  oflicers  and 
men,  to  guard  their  own  frontier,  especially  when  they 
were  not  continued  an  unreasonable  time  upon  the 
tour.  The  frontier  posts  of  Pennsylvania  and  Vir- 
ginia, have  been  constantly  garrisoned  by  their  own 
regiments,  which  have  not  been  relieved  these  two 
years.  The  troops  of  the  line,  in  general,  are  in  point 
of  clothing,  upon  a  footing  with  the  rest  of  the  army, 
which  is  very  bare,  and  which  has  a  poor  prospect  of 
being  well  supplied,  P)ut  as  Col  AVeissenfeld's  Regi- 
ment is  going  to  a  distance  and  where  he  will  not  have 
an  opportunity  of  drawing  those  temporary  supplies 
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Avliicli  the  troops  witli  tlic  main  army  sometimes  do,  I 
have  given  orders  to  have  it  as  well  furnished  as  our 
magazines  will  admit. 

I  have  appointed  Brigadier  General  Clinton  to  take 
the  command  in  the  northern  department,'  and  have 
ordered  him  to  repair  to  Albany  fur  that  purpose.  I 
am  convinced  he  will  second  every  measure  which 
may  he  thought  expedient,  for  the  security  of  the 
frontier. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  your  Excellency  for  the 
attention  which  you  promise  to  pay  to  the  provisioning 
Fort  Schuyler.  I  daily  expect  four  or  five  hundred 
barrels  of  salt  beef  from  Connecticut.  As  soon  as 
they  arrive  upon  the  Xortli  l\i\er,  part  of  them  shall 
be  sent  up  to  Albany  for  the  garrison  of  Fort  Schuyler. 
I  desired  Governor  Trumbull  to  hurry  them  on,  that 
they  might  be  up  in  this  month. 

I  am  very  happy  to  find  that  the  Legislature  vested 
your  Excellency  with  the  power  of  complying  [with] 
the  requisitions  of  congress  for  completing  the  new 
army.  I  find  that  the  Resolve  of  the  S^  of  Oct''  had 
only  reached  you,  and  that  your  calculation  of  the 
deficiency  of  313  men  had  been  founded  upon  that. 
Congress,  by  a  subsequent  act  of  the  21st  have  made 
some  very  material  and  salutary  amendments,  the 
principal  of  which  are  —  giving  half-pay  for  life  to  the 
officers,  confining  the  term  of  service  expressly  to  the 


^  Sparks' s  Life  and  Writings  of  Wt(s7iinf/tr,)),  vii,  270. 
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war,  and  augmenting  tlie  number  of  men  in  eacli 
Eeg*  to  612  rank  and  file.  I  tlierefore  state  your  exact 
deficiency  at  449  men,  upon  the  following  principles. 

2  Regiments  of  Infantry,  Rank  and  file     -     1,224 
1  Reg'  of  Artillery  non  Coni'^  &  Privates  650 

1,874 
Rank   and   file  for   tlie   war,   by  Return 

transmitted         .         _         .         _         .     1,121 

Already  in  Lamb's  Reg'  wliicli  is  tlie  one  ^ 

wbicli  will  be  apportioned  to  the  state   J 


304 


1,425 


Deficiency,        -        -        449. 


This,  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  observe,  is  ' 
the  deficiency  in  figures  —  but  when  we  come  to  take 
into  the  computation  the  casualties  which  will  happen 
between  this  time  and  the  junction  of  the  recruits, — 
the  number  of  men  sick  in  hospitals,  and  upon  extra 
service,  many  of  the  first,  incurables,  and  of  the  last 
so  detached  that  we  shall  never  find  them.  The 
deficiency  which  there  will  be  in  the  number  of 
recruits  voted,  and  other  unforeseen  deductions,  it  will 
appear  plainly,  that  if  the  assessment  is  laid  at  449 
only,  the  regiments  will  want  very  considerably  of  that 
strength,  which  is  absolutely  necessary  to  make  our 
continental  force  any  ways  adequate  for  the  probable 
services  of  the  next  cam})aigii.  I  would  therefore  beg 
leave  to  recommend  to  your  I^^xcellency,  to  lay  your 
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assessment  at  1<)<)  nu'ii  iiu»ro  than  tlio  a[t[tai-ont 
deficiencv.  I  am  ron\  inced  it  will  be  found  c-heaper, 
and  in  everv  respect  more  eli»::ible  to  eompleat  tlie 
matter  at  one  stroke,  than  to  liave  a  second  tax  to  lay. 
Uur  att'airs  to  the  southward  put  on  a  mure  i)k'asini;; 
aspect  since  the  defeat  of  Col.  Ferguson.  Lord  Corn- 
wallis  was  retreating  precipitately  from  Charlotte,  and 
gi\'ing  up  a  line  district  of  country  which  lie  had  in 
possession.  But  the  diversion  which  General  Leslie 
mil  occasion  by  taking  post  in  Virginia,  will,  I  fear, 
operate  against  the  formation  of  the  Southern  army, 
and  will  embarrass  us  on  the  score  of  supplies. 
Another  embarcation  is  preiniring  at  Xew  York, 
which,  I  have  no  doubt,  is  also  intended  for  the  south- 
ward, as,  without  considerable  reinforcements,  they 
must  abandon  their  late  conquests  iu  that  quarter. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be 

With  the  greatest  esteem, 
Your  Excellency's 

Most  obed'  humble  serv' 

G.  Wasuington. 
His  Excell>-  Gov^  Clinton. 
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ProccaUiKjs  of  a  Court  of  Inquiri/  apoti   tlic    Conduct  of 
J-^   I?  .  .  V  General  Hubert  V<(n  Hensselaer. 

At  a  Court  of  Enquiry  lield  at  tlic  city  of  Albany, 
on  the  12tli  clay  of  March,  1781.  To  enquire  into 
the  conduct  of  Brio-adier  General  Eobert  Van 
Rensselaer,  on  the  Incursions  of  the  enemy  into 
Tryon  County,  in  October  last,  pursuant  to  general 
orders  of  his  Excellency  Governor  Clinton  : 

Present, 

Briii;''  General  Swartwout.^     T*resident. 

i  Thomas,^ ) 

Colonels  -j  r  members. 

'  Cantine,^ ' 

The  court  met,  and  adjourned  till  tomorrow  after- 
noon at  5  o'clock. 

Tuesday  March  13"^  1781. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 


'Jacobus  Swartvvout,  of  Fislikill,  Dutclicss  county.  His  rank  as 
brigadier  general  dated  from  March  ;},  1780.  General  S.  was  in  the 
assembly  six  years,  and  in  the  state  senate  from  1789  to  1795. 

2  Colonel  Thomas  Thomas,  of  Harrison,  Westchester  county, 
appointed  colonel.  May  28,  1778.  He  represented  his  county  in 
assembly  thirteen  years,  and  in  the  senate  four  years. 

3  Colonel  John  Cantine,  of  Ulster  county,  who  succeeded  Levi 
Paulding  as  colonel,  Fe1)ruary  21,  1778,  upon  the  appointment  of  the 
latter  as  judge.  Colonel  Cantine  was  eight  years  in  assembly  and 
seven  in  the  senate.  He  was  elected  to  the  8th  congress,  but  resigned 
before  its  close. 
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Colo:  Joliii  Ilarpor,'  then  aiipcarcd  lu-tbre  tliciii  ami 
oftereil  in  ovidoucc  against  General  l\en,<solaor,  a  copy 
of  a  letter  -written  by  John  Lansing  flnn""-  Esq.  by 
Older  vi^  the  Cleueral,  to  Col"  Lewis  Dubois,'  in  lhe.se 
words,  viz*. 

Van  Eps,*  Caghnawago,  10"'  Oc(o.  1780. 

Sir:  We  are  here,  with  a  force  sufficient  to  cope 

with   the    enemy,    Ijut  if  you  can    possibly  cooperate 

with   us,  it  will  in  all  probability  tend  to  insure  us 

success.       Genci-al    Ivcnssclaer   wlio    commands  here. 


'John  IlarpLT  was  appointed  colond  of  a  icgiiiicnl  of  Trvon 
county  militia,  Marcli  '2,  1780,  and  on  the  lltli  of  May  followinj,', 
lieutenant  colonel  commandant  of  a  reii-iment  of  levies  for  tlie  defense 
of  the  frontiers.  He  died  in  llari)erstield,  Delaware  county,  N.  Y., 
November  20, 1811. 

*  John  Lansing,  Jr.,  at  an  early  period  of  the  \v;ir  was  military 
secretary  to  General  Schuyler.  lie  was  afterwards  member  of  the 
legislature  seven  years,  mayor  of  Albany  four  years,  delegate  in  the 
old  congress,  and  in  1778  meml)er  of  the  convention  for  adopting  (he 
Federal  constitution.  In  17;»0,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  com- 
missioners for  settling  the  Vermont  controversy,  and  on  the  28th  of 
September  of  that  year,  became  one  of  the  justices  of  the  supreme 
court.  On  the  l.")tii  of  February,  17i)8,  he  ijecame  chief  justice,  and 
on  the  21st  of  October,  1801,  chancellor.  In  1804,  his  political  friends 
offered  him  their  support  for  governor,  but  he  declined.  He  was 
succeeded  by  Kent  as  chancellor,  in  1814.  In  1817,  lie  was  chosen 
a  regent,  and  in  18'^'J  a  presidential  elector.  He  disappeared  at  New 
York  in  December,  1829,  and  is  supposed  to  have  been  robbed  and 
murdered. 

'Colonel  Dubois  was  appointed  July  1,  1780,  as  colonel  of  a 
regiment  of  levies  to  reinforce  the  army  of  the  United  States.  He 
bad  been  previousl}-  lieutenant  colonel  connuandant  of  the  -"ith 
Continental  battalion,  but  resigned  December  22,  177S),  and  was 
succeeded  in  that  office  by  Marinus  Willet. 

*  In  the  present  village  of  Fultonville,  in  the  town  of  Glen. 
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therefore  advises  you  to  marcli  down  along  tlie  south 

side  of  the  river,  with  all  the  men  you  have,  with  as 

much  expedition  as  possihle.     He  intends  to  attack 

the  enemy  as  soon   as  the  (hiy  appears.     It  depends 

on  your  exertions  to  favoj-  this  enterprize. 

I  am  Sir,  yours. 

By  order  of  Gen'  Renssehxer, 

J.  Lansing,  Jun^ 
Col«  Dubois. 

Colo.  John  Harper  being  then  sworn,  says,  That 
on  tlie  lOtli  of  October,  he  was  unck'r  the  command 
of  General  Rensselaer  on  the  Mohawdv  river:  That 
he  commanded  a  party  of  Indians  on  the  south  side 
of  the  Mohawk  River,  east  of  Fort  Plane,^  or 
Rensselaer:  That  he  was  under  the  immediate  com- 
mand of  Colo  Dubois :  That  in  the  mornino;  of  the 
iDtli  (Jctob"'  they  proceeded  down  the  river  until  they 
heard  an  engagement  whicli  hajipened  on  the  north 
side  of  the  river,  between  a  detachment  of  troops 
under  the  conniiand  of  Colo  John  Brown,  and  the 
enemy  under  Sir  John  Jolnison  :  That  upon  hearing 
the  tiring,  Colo  Duljois  oi'dered  the  greater  part  of  the 
I^Tew  York  levies,  under  his  immediate  command,  and 
the  Indians  commanded  by  the  witness,  to  cross  to  the 
north  side  of  the  river  to  support  Colo  Brown's 
detachment,   when    some    men    of    that    detachment, 


1  Fort  Plain  stood  on  the  hill  next  west  of  that  on  which  the 
Female  Seminary  stands,  about  half  a  mile  west  of  the  present  village 
of  P\)rt  Plain,  and  on  the  south  side  of  the  Mohawk  river. 
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wliic-li  liatl  liOLMi  (k'tt'ated  aixl  clisporsed,  came  to  the 
river  and  crossed  it,  and  gave  the  deponent  inl'onua- 
tion  of  the  state  of  Colo.  nrowiTs  i»artv. 

That  upon  liearinii-  that  Colo.  Urown  was  defeated, 
the  deponent  informed  Colo.  JJubois  of  the  disaster, 
and  that  the  whole  of  the  dotachm'  of  levies  and 
Indians  or  part  of  them,  who  had  crossed  to  support 
Colo.  Brown,  recrossed  to  the  south  side. 

That  Colo.  Dubois  then  informed  the  deponent 
that  General  Rensselaer  was  below,  and  requested 
him  to  ride  down  to  the  Gen'  and  advise  him  of  the 
fate  of  Brown's  detachment,  which  he  accordiuirlv  did. 

That  he  found  General  Rensselaer  halted  about  a 
mile  below  Fort  Rensselaer. 

That  he  entreated  the  general  to  march  on :  That 
he  informed  him  there  was  a  ford  near  at  hand,  about 
knee  deep,  where  the  troops  might  cross:  That  lie 
urged  the  general  to  attack  the  enemy  at  all  events : 
That  the  general  informed  liim  he  did  not  know  the 
enemy's  numbers,  nor  the  route  they  intended  to 
take :  That  he  told  the  general  tliat  if  the  enemy  took 
the  same  route  which  they  did  when  they  came,  they 
could  do  us  no  more  injuiy  tlian  they  liad  ah-cady 
done,  or  if  he  should  q:o  tlnn"  .lolmstown,  the\-  wmild 
hurt  their  friends  and  not  ours. 

That  the  general  then  told  him,  that  he  wouhl  go 
to  Colo.  iJubdis  and  ad\i.>e  with  liini,  ami  that  lie 
attended  the  general  there:  That  he  is  ignorant  of 
what  passed  between    Colo,    Dubois  and   the  general. 
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but  that  the  levies  and  Indians  with  some  of  the  Tiyon 
county  miUtia,  recrossed  to  the  north  side  of  the  river, 
either  by  the  generals',  or  Colo  Dubois'  orders: — the 
deponent  supposed  it  to  have  been  by  the  Gen'^  order. 

That  while  the  detachment  under  Col.  Dubois,  and 
the  Indians  &  militia  were  crossing,  the  Gen'  and  Colo 
Dubois  went  to  Fort  Eensselaer  and  there  dined. 
That  they  returned  to  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  there 
stood  at  the  ferry  ^  for  a  considerable  time  after  the 
levies  and  Indians  had  crossed:  That  the  deponent 
came  to  the  north  bank  of  the  river  and  hailed  the 
Gen',  intreating  him  for  God's  sake  to  cross,  but  he 
rec^  no  reply. 

That  the  deponent  believes  the  levies  and  Indians 
had  all  crossed  about  1  o'clock,  and  that  he  believes 
it  was  near  three  hours  thereafter,  before  the  imme- 
diate command  of  Genl.  Rensselaer,  (who  had  crossed 
about  a  mile  below),  came  up  to  the  ferry,  where  the 
levies  and  Indians  remained  paraded. 

That  when  the  militia  came  up,  the  whole  of  the 
troops  were  di\dded  into  three  columns,  and  marched 
to  attack  the  enemy.  Colo  Dubois  with  the  levies 
on  the  right  the  Albany  militia  on  the  left  and  that 
he  does  not  know  who  commanded  the  central  column, 
composed  of  whites  and  Indians.  That  the  deponent 
commanded  the  Indians,  in  advance  of  the  centre 
column. 


John  WiilrocVs  ferry,  opposite  Fort  Plain. 


NoirniKi.'x  iwAsidX.  IC.'.I 

That  after  advaneinii"  some  distanco,  ho  was  mot  by 
an  Indian  \\\io  inlVn-nieil  liini  that  tlic  oiicniy  wore 
noar  at  hand,  and  tliat  the  enemy's  foroc  was  ahout 
fonr  Inindrc'd  wliito  men.  and  l)nt  few  Indians;  whidi 
the  deponent  in  }>t'rson  immediately  communicated  to 
Gen'  Rensselaer,  then  at  the  head  of  the  centre  colunni, 
and  then  returned  to  his  command,  witliout  reooivino- 
anv  further  orders  from  the  o-cneral.  That  after 
advancing-  about  half  a  mile,  his  party  fell  in  with, 
and  beo'an  to  skirmish  with  the  enemy's  rear  ti'uard, 
who  were  then  rctreatimj:  up  the  river.  That  ]iart  of 
the  centre  column  also  fell  in  with  that  part  of  the 
enemy.  That  the  enemy  then  changed  their  front, 
came  down  the  river  and  engaged  our  left,  and  com- 
menced a  regular  and  heavy  platoon  iiiing  on  lluni  : 
But  tliat  our  left,  not  being  pressed,  tired  irregularly, 
and  were  beat  Ijack,  Init  advanced  again  and  t-on- 
tinucd  firino-  irreonlarlv.  That  at  this  iinicturc,  the 
enemy  attempted  to  gain  and  secure  the  ford.  That 
thereupon  part  of  the  centre  column,  filed  off  to  the 
right  and  joined  Colo.  Dul)ois'  detachm' who  attoni[»tod 
to  gain  the  enemy's  left  flank,  and  the  remainder  con- 
tinued, with  five  of  the  Indians,  advancing  in  the 
centre.  That  soon  after  a  lR'a\y  fire  commenced,  and 
was  continued  on  the  right,  wliich  the  drponont  has 
sincebeen  informed,  happened  botwoon  Colo  Whiting' 
and  the  onemv.      Tliat  when   the   liring  on   the   ri^-Iil 


'William  \V.  \Vliiting,  coinniissioncd  colonel  June  Ui,  1T7K. 
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commenced,  it  was  quite  dusk,  and  the  detachment 
under  Colo  Dubois  had  gained  the  enemy's  left,  and 
they  were  fording  the  river. 

That  he  was  then  informed  hy  Colo  Dubois,  that 
the  general  had  ordered  a  retreat,  and  was  requested  by 
the  Colonel  to  communicate  it  to  Major  Benschoten.^ 
That  he  did  not  receive  orders  to  retire,  till  the  enemy 
had  crossed  to  the  south  side  of  the  river.  That  when 
he  went  in  search  of  Major  Benschoten,  he  found 
some  of  the  troops  composed  of  Try  on  militia  and 
levies,  plundering.  That  he  forbid  it,  and  ordered  the 
Indians  to  remain  in  close  quarters,  least  some  accident 
might  happen  to  them. 

Question  hy  the  GenK  How  was  you  informed  that 
the  enemy  had  crossed  ? 

Answer.  When  I  was  in  quest  of  Major  Benscho- 
ten, I  was  informed  by  many  people,  who  were  on  the 
ground,  that  the  enemy  had  crossed. 

Quest.     Did  you  see  me  after  that  ? 

Ans''.     'No,  sir. 

Quest.  Did  you  send  me  any  information  that  the 
enemy  had  crossed  the  river  ? 

Ans''.     I  did  not. 

Quest.  Did  our  troops  engage  the  enemy  as  they 
were  first  formed  and  advanced  ? 

Ajis"".     No. 


'  Elias  Van  Buntscliotcn  Avas  appointed  major  in  Colonel  Dubois's 
regiment  raised  for  the  defence  of  the  frontiers,  July  1,  1780. 
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Quest.  Do  3^011  not  recollect  tluit  you  came  to  me 
before  the  sldrmisliiDg  l)egan,  and  requested  that  the 
Indians  might  go  in  the  rear  of  the  centre  column  ? 

Ans^.     I  do  not. 

Quest.  Did  you  observe  the  militia  on  the  left  to  l)e 
in  great  confusion,  when  the  firing  coiumcuced  ? 

Ans\     I  did. 

Mr.  Wm  Harper,'  being  sworn,  says.  That  he  was 
at  Schenectady  on  the  evening  of  the  17"'  October, 
when  Gen'  Rensselaer  arrived  there  with  the  militia, 
and  they  discovered  the  lights  of  lires  at  the  lower  end 
of  Schoharie,  where  thev  had  received  information 
that  the  enemv  were  Inirninir.  That  he  was  informed 
the  militia  under  the  general  were  to  march  the  next 
morning.  That  the  militia  remained  in  Schenectady 
till  it  was  late  in  the  morning.  That  the  deponent 
being  impatient,  went  on  to  the  Williger,  about  four- 
teen miles  above  Schenectady,  where  he  received 
information  that  the  enemy  were  burning  at  the 
Cadorotty"  about  a  mile  above  Fort  Hunter.  That 
the  express  who    came   from  Fort  Hunter,   to    Gen' 


' "  AVilliam  Harper  was  au  active  member  of  the  provincial  con- 
gress, and  after  the  war,  was  six  years  a  member  of  the  state  legisla- 
ture. When  Otsego  county  was  formed,  he  was  appointed  one  of  the 
assistant  judges.  He  lived  to  a  great  age,  and  died  a  few  j^ears  since 
at  ^lilford,  in  Otsego  county,  retaining  to  tlie  last  that  strong  desire 
for  information  which  had  characterized  his  public  life."  —  Annnls  of 
Tryon  County,  ed.  of  1831,  p.  155. 

2  A  mile  or  two  up  Schoharie  creek  on  the  east  side.  Sometimes 
spelled  Codaiighrita.. 
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Ivciisselaer  was  forwarded  hy  the  Dep',  tljat  the  Gen' 
and  troops  soon  came  on.  That  it  vras  near  sunset 
^\•hen  they  ree'^  information  t)f  the  enem3'"s  being  at 
AVaiTens1)usli.^  That  tlie  troops  were  ordered  to  halt 
at  ElHott's  at  tlie  Old  Farms. 

That  the  Gen'  applied  to  the  deponent,  to  procure 
a  reconnoitering  party  to  discover  the  number,  situ- 
ation and  movements  of  the  enemy.  That  he  procured 
tliem  and  waited  on  the  Gen'.  That  the  Gen'  told 
liini  he  would  consult  with  his  field  otlicers,  and  that 
thereupon  he  sent  a  Sergeant,  Wm  Wood,  with  seven 
or  eight  men  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy.  That  the 
depon'  accompanied  the  ])arty  to  Fort  Hunter,  and 
from  thence,  he  with  one  man  went  to  Anthony's  N'ose, 
where  the  enemy  had  their  camp.  That  they  returned 
with  all  possible  dispatch  to  the  General,  whom  they 
found  advanced  with  the  troops  as  far  as  Gardiuier's  ' 
Flatts,^  about  four  and  a  half  miles  above  Fort  Hunter, 
and  twenty-six  above  Schenectady,  about  twelve 
o'clock  at  nio-ht  or  after. 

That  he  informed  tlie  general  of  the  enemy's 
situation,  and  that  the  Gen'  continued  advancing  with 
the  troops  to  Van  Eps,  about  half  or  three  fourths  of  a 
mile. 


^  Warrensbush  was  tlie  name  applied  to  a  tract  of  some  fifteen 
thousand  acres  of  land  mostly  in  the  present  town  of  Florida,  Mont- 
gomery county,  owned  by  Sir  Peter  AVarren,  an  uncle  of  Sir  AYilliam 
Johnson. 

'^  A  short  distance  below  Fultonville. 


NUKTllKK-N   l-W  Asmv. 


I  ■> 


Tliat  tlio  Geu'  llu'ii  ordoivd  k'ttors  to  l»i'  wiittm 
to  the  officers  comniaiuliiii;-  at  Fort  Plane  or  liciis- 
sclaer,  and  Stone  Arabia  and  tliev  were  t^iven  iu 
charge  to  Lt  AVni  Wallace.  That  the  Gen'  and  troops 
remained  at  Yan  Ep's  Ijctwcon  two  and  three  hours, 
and  that  soon  after  the  niari'h  the  day  broke.  That 
the  troops  marched  about  four  miles,  to  Peter  I.ewis"' 
wliere  the  whole  lialted  about  ten  or  twelve  minutes 
for  the  purpose  of  examining  a  prisoner  taken  by  our 
advance  party.  That  the  troops  were  marched  two  or 
three  miles  to  I'utnam's  Lands,  where  the  whole  bodv 
halted  a  considerable  time,  and  the  advance  party 
were  on  or  near  the  erround  where  the  enemv  had 
halted  that  night.  That  the  deponent  went  to  the 
Gen'  and  urged  to  him  that  the  troops  might  be 
ordered  to  march,  but  the  Gen'  answered  that  he  must 
first  furnish  the  troops  with  cartridges.  That  soon 
after  leave  was  obtained  for  ^Major  ^Slclvinster  with  the 
advance  party  to  march. 

That  while  the  troops  were  halted  there,  Col.  Louis - 
had  been  sent  out  to  reconnoitre  whether  the  enemy 
did  not  remain  at  the  Nose,  to  ambuscade  Gen'  Kens- 
selaer's  ti'oops. 


■  At  Stone  Ridge,  near  the  west  line  of  the  town  of  CJk-n. 

*Col.  Louis  Cook,  an  Indian  from  Caujrhnawaira  viUage,  near 
^Montreal,  who  liad  joined  the  American  army,  and  luid  received  a 
commission  as  lieutenant  colonel.  His  Indian  name  was  Atiatonha- 
ronkwen.  lie  al\er\vards  lived  at  St.  Kegis.  He  died  near  Bullalo, 
towards  the  close  of  tlie  war  of  1813-15.  —  Iloiiy/i'ii  llixtori/  of  St. 
Ltiwrence  and  Franklin  C'ounticM,  p.  182. 
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Tliat  the  advauec  party  under  JSIajor  MeKiiister,^ 
marclied  on  to  lame  Corn'  Van  Alstvne's,  and  that  he 
and  the  major  discovered  tlio  enemy  drawn  upon  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river  at  John  Saxe's  house.  That 
tlie  road  at  the  ISTose  was  ^-ery  bad,  so  as  to  render  it 
ditiicuit  to  come  up  with  artillery.  That  Major  Mc- 
Kinster's  party  halted  :d)Out  an  hour  at  Van  Alstyne's 
before  the  main  body  came  up.  That  as  soon  as  the 
main  bodv  arrived,  the  whole  marched  al)Out  a  mile, 
to  another  Corn'  Van  Alstyne's ;  and  on  their  arrival 
there  they  heard  a  tiring  bet\\'een  Col°  Browjis  detach- 
ment and  the  enemy. 

That  the  Gen^  enquired  from  the  deponent  the  best 
place  to  ford  the  river.  That  upon  trial  at  Major 
Yale's  it  was  found  impracticable.  That  they  then 
marched   on   to  Adam  Countryman's  ab*  one  and  a 


'  Col.  John  Mc  Kinstiy  served  with  reputation  through  the  war, 
in  whic'li  ho  was  ropoatedl\'  and  severely  wounded,  and  some  of  the 
enemy's  l)alls  he  earried  with  him  to  the  grave.  He  was  appointed 
a  major  in  ('ol.  Van  Ess's  regimenl  on  the  28th  of  May,  1778,  and 
served  in  this  eapaeity  in  the  Mohawk  campaign  of  1780.  At 
the  hattle  of  the  Cedars,  on  tlie  St.  Lawrence,  while  serving  as 
captain  in  Col.  Pattei'son's  regiment,  he  was  twice  wounded  and 
taken  prisoner  by  the  Indians.  Being  selected  for  torture,  he  was 
])()und  to  a  tree  and  surrounded  by  faggots,  but  as  the  torch  was 
about  to  be  applied,  he  was  ransomed  and  rescued  by  Brant,  who 
recognized  a  masonic  sign  given  by  the  prisoner.  A  warm  friend- 
ship sprung  up  from  this  incident,  and  Brant  repeatedly  visited  his 
protege  after  the  war. 

Colonel  Mc  Kinstry  retired  to  his  farm  in  Livingston,  Columbia 
county,  after  the  war,  represented  his  county  two  years  in  assembly, 
and  died  on  the  9th  of  June,  1822,  aged  77  years.  —  Albany  Gazette, 
.ru!ic  IH,  1822;  Stone's  Life  of  Brant,  i,  155,  ii,  490. 
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lialf  miles,  wlu-iv  tlio  wliolo  of  tlio  troops  IuiUlmI  ami 
another  party  was  ortk-ix-d  to  advance. 

That  the  troops  had  hooii  there  ahout  half  an  honr 
when  C'ol"  Harper'  came  to  the  Gen'  and  <;-avo  him  an 
acco'  of  Colo  Brown's  disaster. 

That  it  was  fnll  three  hours  from  that  time,  before 
the  troops  under  Gen'  Kensselaer  crossed  and  came 
up  to  AValrod's  Ferrv,  That  Gen'  Rensselaer  went 
up  to  AValrod's  Ferry  on  the  south  side  of  the  liv.i-, 
but  when  the  deponent  knows  not. 

That  the  General  stood  at  the  ferry,  and  was  pressed 
and  intreated  by  him,  Colo  Harper  and  others  to  cross 
the  river,  and  attack  the  enemy,  Init  that  he  gave  no 
answer,  nor  came  over,  till  his  militia  had  joined  Colo. 
Dubois'  command. 

That  after  the  troops  had  joined,  they  were  <livided 
into  three  columns,  the  right  commanded  l>y  Colo 
Dubois.  That  about  sunset  or  after,  the  enemy  came 
down  out  of  the  woods  to  1/hilan's  orchard,  when  a 
skirmishing  began  between  our  left  and  the  enemy  in 
tlie  lowlands.  That  our  left  was  much  disordered, 
and  tired  very  irrcij-ularlv  and  never  were  in  order 
after  the  firing  commenced. 

That  the  rear  of  our  left  was  about  five  hundi-ed 
yards  from  the  enemy  when  the  front  began  tlicjr 
firing  at  abont  two  linndre<l  and  fifty  and  the  whole 
kept  up  a  In-isk  tire  towards  the  enemy.     That  li<'  saw 


1  Colonel  Jdliu  Harper. 
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several  officers'  (and  particularly  Adj'  A^an  Yegliten  ^ 
of  Colo  Cuylers  reg't),  exert  tlieni selves  to  l3ring  on 
the  troops,  and  to  prevent  tlieir  running  away,  but 
tliat  tliey  were  not  able  to  bring  up  the  men  so  close 
to  action  as  to  ainioy  the  enemy. 

That  the  confusion  took  place  as  soon  as  the  firing 
commenced,  and  that  it  was  pretty  dark  before  it 
ceased.  That  al)out  the  time  when  the  firing  on  our 
part  ceased,  the  Dep'  saw  the  Gen'  with  the  left 
column.  That  the  Gen'  informed  him,  that  as  it  was 
dark,  and  dangerous  to  let  the  firing  continue,  least 
our  troops  should  kill  each  other,  he  had  ordered,  or 
would  order  the  troops  out  of  action.  That  he  pressed 
the  Gen'  to  push  the  enemy  while  they  were  crossing 
the  river,  l)ut  the  Gen'  declined  it.  That  it  was  then 
dark. 

That  the  Genei-al  observed  to  the  Deponent,  that  he 
was  apprehensive  that  the  enemy  would  surround  our 
troo]^'^,  and  desired  the  deponent  to  ride  down  to  the 
river  and  inform  liimself  whether  the  enemy  were  not 
attempting  it.  'JTiat  he  replied  to  the  Gen',  they  were 
crossing  the  river,  but  in  compliance  witli  the  General's 
request  he  rode  down. 

That  the  ])lace  Avhero  the  enemy  crossed  the  river 
is  a  common  ford  and  general!}'  made  use  of.  That 
when  the  Gen'  told  him,  he  was  resolved  to  call  the 


'llciidrick    Van    Vcglilcn    was    ajjpointed    adjiilaiit    in    Colonel 
Aliraliani  Ciiylor's  rogimont,  April  4,  1778. 


NOKTIIEHX  INVASIOX.  1  ,  < 

meu  off,  he  requested  the  Gen'  to  encamp  there  on  tlio 
low  ground,  the  fiekl  of  action.  liut  that  the  General 
replied  he  would  go  to  the  hills,  and  he  witli  the 
troops  retired  to  a  hill  about  a  mile  from  the  iield  of 
action. 

Henry  Glen  Esq'  being  sworn,  says :  That  on  the 
17th  Oct"  about  5  o'clock  p.  m.  General  lieusselaer 
arrived  at  Schenectady  at  the  deponent's  house,  and 
informed  him  that  a  number  of  troops  were  on  their 
march  from  Albany.  That  the  Gen'  appeared  solicitous 
to  procure  horses  to  mount  his  troops  on,  and  expedite 
their  march  to  Fort  Hunter,  to  waylay  the  enemy  who 
were  on  their  way  from  Schoharie  to  the  Moliaw  k  liwr. 

That  the  Deponent  as  acting  quartermaster  of  the 
Department  advised  the  Gen'  that  the  most  eligible 
mode  of  procuring  horses  would  be  by  having  the 
inhabitants  of  Schenectady  convened,  which  was 
accordingly  done  in  the  evening.  That  the  Gen'  then 
represented  to  the  inhabitants  that  he  wanted  four  or 
five  hundred  horses  to  mount  his  men  on,  to  go  to 
Fort  Hunter,  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned. 

That  the  Gen'  informed  the  inhabitants,  that  the 
deponent  had  received  an  express  from  Col"  Yeeder 
commanding  the  lower  fort  at  Schoharie,  informing 
him  that  the  enemy  had  burnt  and  destroyed  the 
settlements  at  Schoharie,  on  that  day,  and  w  tre  halted 
that  night  at  one   Sidney's,^  about  fourteen  or  sixteen 


In  the  present  town  of  Esperance. 
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miles  fi'om  Fort  Hunter.  That  the  distance  from 
Schenectady  to  Fort  Hunter  is  twenty  miles.  That 
the  few  inhabitants  who  were  collected,  promised  the 
general  their  horses,  and  that  they  should  be  sent  to 
the  deponent's  house  by  break  of  day,  next  morning. 
That  it  was  also  proposed  by  Gen'  Rensselaer,  that  in 
case  a  sufficiency  of  horses  could  not  be  procured, 
he  would  take  waggons  to  carry  the  greater  number 
of  the  men  on. 

Quest.  h}j  Gen^  Bensselaer.  Were  the  horses  or 
waggons  ready  as  I  had  required  ? 

Ans,     They  were  not. 

Quest.  Do  you  recollect,  that  as  soon  as  I  arrived 
at  Schenectady,  I  went  to  the  commissary,  and  desired 
him  to  procure,  or  get  in  readiness  that  evening,  pro- 
visions for  the  troops  who  were  coming  on  ? 

Ans.  I  do.  But  the  commissary  had  no  provisions. 
lie  sent  out  and  procured  two  beeves,  which  were 
killed  the  next  morning,  but  it  was  late  before  the 
troops  were  served.  The  last  drew  their  rations  about 
eight  o'clock. 

Quest.  Do  you  recollect  my  sending  that  night  to 
Col"  Van  Alstyne  Mvho  was  at.  ISTestigona^  to  expedite 


1  Abraham  Van  Alstyne  was  appointed  colonel,  April  3,  1773. 

^Ncstigione  is  the  name  of  a  land  patent,  in  Saratoga  county, 
granted  to  .John  Rosic  and  others,  April  23,  1708.  It  lay  in  the  rear 
of  a  row  of  farms  fronting  the  river,  and  was  a  mile  in  depth,  in  the 
present  county  of  Saratoga.  The  name  is  sometimes  found  written 
Co)iiics(i(jone,  or  Niskayuna  ;  the  latter  now  limited  to  a  township 
south  of  the  Mohawk  in  Schenectady  county. 
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his  march  so  as  to  ho  in  town  hy  daylight  next 
morninii"? 

Ans.     I  do. 

Quest.  After  tlio  troops  avci-c  served  with  iirovisions, 
did  T.  to  VDur  knowledge,  make  any  nnnecessary 
delay  iu  marehino;  thus  ? 

Alls.     You  did  not. 

Quest  A^^lat  distauce  is  it,  hetweeu  Ncstigioiia  and 
Sir  William  Johnson's  old  place  ? 

Ans.  The  distance  between  its  nearest  settlement 
called  Eosendal  and  Sir  W""'^  old  place  is  about  nine- 
teen miles. 

Quest.  Had  the  troops  any  time  to  cook  their 
provisions,  from  the  time  they  drew  it  till  their  march  ? 

Ans.     They  had  not. 

Couii; :  Quest.  Had  you  any  intelligence  from  Gen. 
Rensselaer  on  the  dav  of  his  march,  after  he  left 
Schenectady. 

Ans.  Yes.  The  same  evening  an  express  came 
from  the  Gen'  with  a  letter  to  the  governor  dated  at 
Cluicktinunchi,^  six  miles  east  of  Fort  Hunter  informing 
the  Gov''  that  he  had  halted  to  refresh  his  men,  till 
moon  rise,  when  he  intended  to  marcli.  Afterwards 
an    express    from    the   officer    commanding   at    Fort 


>  The  Cliuctanunda  creek  unites  with  the  Mohawk  opposite  the 
present  village  of  Amsterdam.  The  road  south  of  tlie  river,  in 
former  times,  instead  of  following  the  bend  of  the  river,  here  jvissed 
up  over  the  hill,  and  thence  in  a  direct  line  to  Fort  Hunter.  Tills 
road  was  about  five  miles  long,  and  passed  nearly  two  miles  from 
tlie  river. 
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Hiuiter  came  to  me,  with  an  aeco*  that  Sir  John 
Johnson  had  that  afternoon  passed  Fort  Ilnnter  and 
had  destroyed  Cadorothy  on  liis  ronte. 

Quest.  Are  yon  acqnainted  with  the  roads  and 
passes  of  Checktinnnda  Hill  ? 

Ans.  I  am.  The  road  is  had,  and  np  a  long  clay 
hill  Avith  a  pretty  close  wood  on  hotli  sides. 

Colo.  Lewis  Duhois,  heing  duly  sworn,  says,  that  on 
the  19"'  Octoher  last,  at  ahont  two  o'clock  p.  m.,  he 
met  General  Rensselaer  about  three-fourths  of  a  mile 
below  Fort  Rensselaer,  and  informed  him  that  Colo. 
Brown  was  defeated,  and  that  the  enemy  were 
advancing  up  the  river.  That  the  general  then 
advised  with  him  where  would  be  the  most  convenient 
spot  to  meet  them  :  that  ho  told  the  general  there  was 
a  fording  place  just  l)y  the  ground  where  the  troops 
then  were,  and  that  in  case  they  crossed  there,  it 
would  exi)edite  the  pursuit  after  the  enemy  more  than 
if  they  crossed  in  the  two  small  boats  above,  which 
would  delay  them  a  long  time. 

That  the  general  then  gave  orders  to  Lt.  Driskill  to 
send  the  artillery  to  Fort  Rensselaer,  and  that  the 
troops  should  cross  immediately.  That  the  deponent 
then  asked  the  general  whether  he  had  dined.  The 
general  replied  that  he  had  not.  That  as  soon  as  the 
general  had  put  the  troops  in  motion,  he  rode  to  the 
deponent's  quarters  in  Fort  Rensselaer  to  take  dinner, 
after  leaving  orders  with  the  othcers  to  cross  the  river 
with  ail  possible  dispatch. 
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That  Lt.  Oi-iskill  wa:<  then  ordoivil  to  leave  his  moii 
in  Fort  Rensselaer,  to  work  the  ai-tillerv  in  case  the 
enemy  should  attack  it,  and  some  of  the  militia  who 
were  in  the  fort,  were  ordered  to  cross  the  ri\er,  and 
Mr.  Lansing  was  sent  down  by  the  general  to  expedite 
the  crossing  of  the  militia. 

Tliat  the  Gen'  and  the  deponent  tlieu  went  down  to 
"Wolrod's  ferry,  and  found  that  the  militia  had  not  yet 
come  up.  That  he  sent  several  expresses  to  hurry 
them  on.  That  upon  their  coming  to  the  ferry,  they 
found  several  of  the  militia  who  had  not  yet  crossed, 
but  immediately  passed  the  ferry,  and  then  the  Gen' 
and  the  deponent  crossed  as  rpiick  as  possible.  That 
about  the  time  of  their  crossing,  they  discovered  from 
the  firing,  that  the  enemy  were  coming  down  out  of 
the  woods  towards  the  river,  at  or  near  Fox's  Mills. 
That  shortlv  thereafter  Gen'  Rensselaer's  militia  joined, 
and  the  general  advised  with  him  on  the  most  eliiiible 
mode  of  attacking  the  enemy.  That  the  ]ilan  of 
attack  was  directed  to  be  in  three  columns.  The 
right  composed  of  levies  commanded  by  the  deponent, 
to  be  on  the  high  ground;  the  left  composed  of  militia, 
and  commanded  by  Col"  Cuyler,  to  be  on  the  low 
ground,  and  the  centre  to  be  commanded  by  Colo. 
"Whiting. 

That  it  was  found  inconvenient  to  march  in  columns 
and  they  were  ordered  to  subdivide  into  sections  and 
so  marched  on  till  they  came  in  sight  of  the  enemy. 
That  the  deponent  rode  down  to  the  Gen'  (then  in  the 
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centre  column)  and  informed  liini  that  tlie  enemy 
were  formed  as  follows :  That  tlieir  rangers  were  on 
their  right,  on  the  hank  of  the  river,  the  regular  troops 
in  the  centre  on  the  flatts  in  column,  and  the  Indians 
and  riflemen  on  the  left,  ahout  150  yards  advanced  of 
the  other  troops,  in  an  orchard  near  Klock's  house. 

That  upon  reconnoitering  the  ground,  it  was  found 
impracticahle  to  form  the  centre  and  left  columns  as 
was  first  intended.  That  they  were  therefore  sub- 
divided into  smaller  detachments.  That  thereupon 
a  skirmishing  commenced  between  some  scatterino; 
Indians  and  Avhite  men,  advanced  of  the  right  of  the 
centre  column  of  the  enemy.  That  the  deponent  then 
retired  to  his  command.  That  Major  McTvinstry  in 
.  pursuance  of  the  General's  orders,  filed  off"  to  the  right 
from  the  centre  and  marched  very  near  the  right 
column. 

That  the  i-emainder  of  the  centre  column  under 
the  command  of  Colo  Whiting,  advanced  to  the 
orchard  at  Klock's  house  and  engaged  them.  That 
the  firing  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  was  so  warm,  as 
to  prevent  troops  under  Colo  Whiting  from  advancing. 
Tliat  thereupon  the  deponent  ordered  two  companies 
of  his  column  to  raise  the  summit  of  the  hill  and  fire 
on  the  enemy  in  flank,  which  broke  them  and  they 
ran  ofi\  That  the  deponent  then  marched  on  till  he 
gained  the  flank  of  the  enemy's  main  body,  pursuant 
to  the  General's  order.  That  it  began  to  grow  dusk 
and   he   discovered  that  his  front  had    o-ot   into   the 
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enemy's  rear.  Tliat  tlioreiipon,  ln'  l';i(f(l  his  mon 
about,  and  marched  in  a  liiu'  doN\ii  to  the  enemy 
undiscovered:  That  he  gave  orders  for  tiruig-  phitoous 
from  right  to  left,  Avlien  the  enemy  broke  and  ran  : 
That  he  advanced  and  continued  iiriiig  upon  the  enemy 
till  he  discovered  a  firing  on  the  rear  of  his  left. 
That  finding  it  came  from  some  part  of  our  own 
militia,  he  halted  his  men  and  rode  up  to  the  militia,  and 
met  with  General  Rensselaer  on  the  left  of  the  centre 
column,  where  he  found  the  militia  had  given  way. 

That  it  was  so  dark  that  he  could  not  discover  Gen' 
Rensselaer  at  the  distance  of  five  paces,  nor  know  him 
but  from  his  voice,  and  that  when  he  came  u]*  to  the 
Gen'  he  found  his  efforts  in  vain.  That  he  informed 
the  Gen'  that  the  riirht  of  the  centre  line  were  firinc^ 
on  the  levies,  who  were  advanced  against  the  enemy. 
That  it  was  then  proposed  by  either  the  Gen'  or  the 
deponent,  that  the  firing  should  be  ordered  to  cease, 
least  our  men  should  kill  each  other. 

That  the  Gen'  requested  him  to  ride  to  the  rear  of 
the  ti"00ps  and  stop  their  retreating,  and  inlorni  tlimi 
that  the  enemy  had  retired  over  the  river.  That  he 
went  some  distance,  and  on  his  return  inioi-mod  the 
Gen'  that  he  could  not  overtake  the  fronts.  That  the 
Gen'  inquired  from  him,  whether  he  knew  of  a  good 
piece  of  ground  to  encamp  on  that  night.  That  he 
thereupon  recommended  a  hill  near  Ivlock's  house, 
and  an  order  was  sent  to  ]\raj(»r  Benschoten  of  the 
levies  to  return  to  the  ground  near  Jvloek's  house. 
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That  on  ridino;  Avitli  the  Gen'  he  mentioned  his 
apprehensions,  that  his  men  wonld  want  provisions  for 
the  march  the  next  day.  Tliat  the  deponent  then 
recommended  to  the  Gen'  a  spot  of  ground  near  Fox's 
where  the  troops  wonld  he  secure  from  surprise  and 
provisions  might  he  brought  to  them  from  the 
bao-o-ajxe  wao-o-ons  which  were  at  Fort  Rensselaer. 
That  part  of  the  levies  were  left  at  Klock's  house,  to 
take  charge  of  the  wounded,  and  of  the  stores  taken 
from  the  enemy,  and  the  remainder  of  the  troops 
retired  to  Fox's. 

That  the  Gen'  immediately  ordered  parties  to  Fort 
Rensselaer  for  provisions  for  the  militia,  and  ordered 
the  deponent  to  hold  himself  and  the  levies  in 
readiness  to  march  before  daylight  the  next  morning 
in  ]»iirsuit  of  the  enemy.  That  in  consequence  thereof, 
he  marched  with  the  troops  about  3  o'clock  in  the 
morning. 

Question  b>/  the  court.  Did  the  Gen',  in  your  opinion, 
do  every  thing  in  his  power,  to  annoy  and  repel  the 
enemy,  and  save  the  country  from  desolation  ? 

Ans"".  Yes  sir,  while  I  was  with  him,  I  saw  nothing 
wanting  in  him. 

Quest,  hj  court.  Did  the  Gen'  at  any  time  discover 
the  least  want  of  personal  bravery  and  firmness  in  the 
course  of  the  action,  and  transactions  of  the  19th 
October  last? 

Alls''.     Tie  did  not,  but  the  contrary. 

Quest,  by  court.     Did  you  know  that  the  place  where 
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the  enemy  crossed  the  river  was  a  ooinniou  lonling 
place  ? 

Aiis^.  1  did  not,  nor  was  it.  The  Uaiik  at  tlie 
place  where  they  crossed  was  breast  lii<;li  iVnui  the 
water,  and  the  water  was  deep. 

Quest.  W^as  it  very  dark  on  the  eveninp:  of  the 
action  ? 

^Ans"".  I  do  not  think  it  was  fifteen  minutes  after 
the  firing  commenced,  before  it  was  so  dark  as  to 
render  it  impossible  to  distinguish  one  person  from 
another  at  a  distance  of  ten  paces. 

The  court  adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  7  o'clock. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  Mr. 
Sampson  Dyckman  being  sworn,  says.  That  he 
joined  General  Rensselaer  about  five  miles  above 
Schenectady,  at  three  or  four  o'clock  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  day  the  Gen'  marched  from  Schenectady. 
That  when  he  came  up  with  the  Gen'  the  troops  were 
marching  with  expedition,  and  continued  so  till 
evening,  being  then  about  fourteen  or  sixteen  miles 
from  Schenectady,  whore  they  halted  till  moon  rise. 

That  ju.st  as  the  moon  rose,  the  Gen'  came  to  the 
encampment  and  ordered  the  troops  to  prepare  ami 
march  immediatelv,  and  that  in  five  minutes  tliey 
moved.  That  the  Gen'  informed  him  the  enemy  were 
some  distance  ahead  and  that  he  expected  liis  troops 
w^ould  soon  fall  in  with  them.  That  the  road  over 
Chucktinunda  Hill  was  very  bad,  miry  and  deep,  whieli 
impeded  the  march.     That  they  arrived  at  Fort  Tfunter 
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at  about  12  o'clock  and  crossed  instantly  in  a  scow,  on 
waggons  and  on  horseback,  and  proceeded  in  their 
march  without  delay.  That  when  the  roads  were 
good,  the  troops  marched  very  fast,  but  where  the 
roads  were  bad,  they  were  delayed  by  the  artillery  and 
waggons. 

Question  hy  General  JRenssclacr.  Did  not  you  come 
to  me  with  a  request  that  the  troops  might  not  be 
ordered  to  march  so  fast  ? 

Ans''.  I  did  wait  on  you,  at  the  instance  of  Major 
Schuyler  and  others,  who  said  the  men  would  not  be 
fit  for  action,  in  case  they  were  marched  so  fast.  You 
then  told  me,  that  the  enemy  were  ahead  destroying 
the  country,  and  the  men  must  be  marched  fast  at  all 
events,  to  come  up  with  them.  Many  of  the  men 
were  much  fatigued  l)y  ten  o'clock  next  morning  so 
as  to  render  it  necessary  for  them  to  go  on  horseback 
and  ill  the  waggons. 

The  court  adjourned  till  5  o'clock  j'.  m. 

The  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

IVIajor  Lewis  li.  Morris,  being  sworn,  says,  That 
he  overtook  Gen'  Rensselaer  at  Mr  H.  Glen's  at 
Schenectadv,  on  the  18th  October  last,  at  about  12 
o'clock  and  joined  him  as  a,  volunteer  aid-de-camp. 
That  he  was  there  ordered  hy  the  Gen'  to  assist  Mr 
Le  Ivoy,  his  Major  of  Brigade  in  getting  the  troops 
(nit  of  town. 

Tliat  the  troops  marched  out  of  town  about  one  and 
a  half  miles  on  the  low  lands  where  they  were  formed 
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and  ordeivd  to  march  into  sections  to  the  W'ocstyne 
at  Ml'  \  an  E[is,  alxtiit  nine  miles  from  Schenectady, 
where  they  halted  to  refresli  (hemsclvcs  ior  a  \crv 
short  time,  and  then  marrhcd  to  Sir  Williams  old 
phice.'  That  it  was  then  (hirk,  and  the  troops  halted 
till  moon-rise  about  ten  or  eleven  o'clock.  The 
deponent  was  tlien  informed  tliat  the  Gen'  and 
fiekl  otticers  on  consultation,  tho't  it  imprudent  and 
danijerous  to  march  over  the  Chicktinunda  Hill  in  the 
night  till  moon  rise,  and  the  troops  were  accordingly 
halted  on  the  side  of  the  road. 

That  the  deponent  thereafter  attended  the  advanced 
corp  under  Lt.  Col.  Pratf-^  and  :Major  McKinster. 
That  about  moon  rise,  the  Gen'  ordered  the  troops  in 
motion,  and  marched  to  Fort  Hunter,  and  that  the 
troops  immediately  crossed  the  river,  or  Schoharie 
creek  in  scows,  and  while  the  Gen'  was  examining  two 
deserters  from  the  enemy.  That  the  troo[»s  were 
halted  on  the  west  side  of  Schoharie  ereek  till  the 
artillery  came  u]),  which  had  gone  a  different  route  and 
joined  them  in  a  short  time. 

That  the  troops  then  marched  on  without  delay  to 
Van  Eps,  where  they  arrived  about  four  o'clock  and 
lialted  not  more  than  an  hour.  That  during  that  halt, 
letters  were  written  by  order  of  the  Gen'  to  Col°  Dubois 
and  Col°  Brown,  informing  them  of  his  approach  with 


•  Three  miles  west  of  the  present  village  of  Auisterdain. 
2 David  Pratt,  appointed  lieutenant  colonel,  Nov.  4th,  1778. 
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a  body  of  troops,  and  tliat  these  letters  were  given  in 
charge  to  a  Mr.  Wallace. 

That  soon  after  the  letters  were  dispatched,  the 
troops  were  put  in  motion  :  that  the  day  then  began  to 
dawn.  That  the  roads  were  very  bad  and  the  troops 
complained  of  being  very  much  fatigued.  That  the 
whole  body  marched  about  four  or  five  miles  and 
halted  at  the  ruins  of  a  house,  for  a  few  minutes  for 
the  purpose  of  examining  a  prisoner  taken  that  night. 
That  the  deponent  then  again  joined  the  advance  corps 
and  proceeded  on  to  a  bridge,  where  he  and  Lt.  Col. 
Pratt  discovered  a  party  of  tlie  enemy  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  river.  That  the  advance  corps  halted  till 
the  deponent  rode  down  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to 
the  Gen',  (who  was  advancing  with  the  troops),  to 
inform  liim  of  the  discoverv  of  the  enemv.  That  as 
that  party  of  the  enemy  was  out  of  the  reach  of 
musket  shot,  the  Gen'  ordered  up  a  piece  of  artillery, 
whereupon  the  enemy  dispersed.  That  the  whole  of 
the  troops  moved  on  to  the  south  side  of  the  river 
opposite  Major  Fry's ^  where  (as  the  deponent  had 
understood)  the  Gen'  intended  to  cross  the  troops,  but 
that  on  his  arrival  there,  he  found  it  impossible.  That 
it  was  then  between  eight  and  ten  o'clock. 

That  a  firing  was  then  heard,  which,  from  its 
direction,  was  supposed  to  be  at  Oswegatchie,^   and 


'  Now  opposite  Cauajoliarie  village. 

'■^A  sett.l(;nient  a  short  distance  northeast  from  Stone  Arabia,  in 
Palatine. 
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wliicli  afterwards  proved  to  have  bueu  Colo  Brown's 
rencounter  with  the  enemy. 

That  the  advanced  corps  not  being-  infunil)ered  with 
anv  waffsrons  or  artilk'ry  moved  on  exjtcditioiislv. 
That  -with  the  main  body  were  one  ammunition 
waggon  and  two  pieces  of  artiHory,  and  that  to  tlie 
best  of  liis  knowledge,  the  baggage  waggons  wx'rc  in 
the  rear  of  the  whole. 

That  the  main  body  moved  on  to  a  house  about  a 
mile  below  Fort  Rensselaer.  That  it  was  then 
between  10  and  1  o'clock.  That  the  troops  halted 
there,  and  the  Gen'  then  rec"*  information  of  Col" 
Brown-s  defeat.  That  Col°  Dubois  and  Col°  Harper 
there  waited  on  the  Gen'. 

That  the  troops  were  ordered  to  refresh  themselves, 
and  the  Gen'  gave  orders  for  their  crossing  the  ford  as 
soon  as  they  had  refreshed  themselves. 

That  after  di'livering  the  orders  for  that  imrpose, 
the  Gen'  went  with  Colo  Dubois  to  Fort  liensselaer. 
That  the  Deponent  rec''  orders  from  the  Gen'  to  go 
and  assist  Mr.  Le  Eoy  in  getting  the  troops  ovci-  tlic 
ford.  That  he  accordingly  exerted  himself  in  assisting 
Mr  Le  Roy  to  get  the  troops  over  the  river. 

That  the  troops  refused  to  ford  the  river,  and 
waffffons  were  drove  into  it,  to  facilitate  their  passage. 
That  it  was  about  an  hour  after  the  troops  came  to 
the  ford  before  they  began  to  cross,  and  that  it  was 
between  two  and  three  hours  from  their  first  arrival 
before  thev  weiv  all  over. 
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That  tliey  crossed  this  ford  in  (liffcrcut  ways.  In 
some  instances  the  wag^-ons  were  drove  into  the  river, 
behind  each  other,  and  the  troops  passed  from  one  to 
the  other  hj  wading  on  the  tongues.  That  Capt° 
Driskih  came  down  to  the  ford,  with  orders  from  the 
Gen'  to  hasten  the  crossing  of  the  troops,  and  that 
Mr.  Lansing  also  came  and  exerted  himself  in  getting 
them  over  the  river. 

That  after  they  had  all  crossed,  they  were  marched 
with  dispatcli  to  the  Ferry  where  they  joined  the 
levies  and  Indians.  That  the  General  did  there  take 
the  command  of  the  whole. 

That  after  he  had  joined,  the  whole  were  divided 
into  three  columns ;  the  right  composed  of  levies,  and 
the  left  and  centre  of  militia.  That  the  Oneida 
Indians  marched  between  the  left  and  centre  but 
sometimes  changed  thoir  situation. 

That  tlie  troops  marclied  in  this  order  in  pursuit  of 
the  enemy  for  some  miles.  That  the  centre  and  left 
columns  were  then  subdivided,  and  continued  their 
march. 

That  Colo  Harper  came  to  the  Gen'  and  advised 
him  that  an  (Jneida  Indian  had  discovered  the  enem}^ 
near  at  hand  on  the  low  grounds.  That  soon  there- 
after, the  deponent  discovered  them  drawn  up  in 
order.  That  the  Gen'  then  ordered  Mr.  Lansing  to 
the  right,  and  the  deponent  to  the  left. 

That  the  firing  on  the  enemy  from  the  advance 
party  of  the  centre  then  commenced  about  (200)  two 
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hundred  yards  distance.     That  ahont  the  same  time, 


Colo  Cuyler's  Regiment  of  tlie  left  column  heiian  to 
fire  on  the  enemy  at  about  four  hundred  yards  distance. 

That  the  Gen'  desired  the  Deponent  to  go  to  the 
left  and  order  tliem  to  cease  firing,  and  advance 
towards  the  enemy.  That  he  thereuj[)on  went  to  the 
left  and  communicated  the  Gen''  orders,  hut  that  it 
was  a  considerable  time  before  he  could  effect  it. 

That  that  regiment  advanced  a  little,  and  inclined 
towards  the  river  when  the  deponent  left  it. 

That  Colo  Rensselaer's  Reg*  was  advanced  towards 
the  enemy  in  an  orchard  in  front  of  Ivlock's  house. 
That  after  delivering  the  orders  to  Colo  Cuyler's  Reg', 
he  returned  to  the  General,  whom  he  found  in  the 
centre,  -^vitli  Col°  Rensselaer's  &  ^liiting's  reg*^  which 
were  then  in  the  greatest  disorder  and  confusion,  and 
that  the  Gen'  did  exert  himself  to  get  them  in  order 
again. 

Question  by  the  Court.  At  what  time  did  the  firing 
commence  ? 

Ans^.  A.X  al)out  sunset,  and  continued  for  about 
thirty  minutes. 

Quest,  ill/  the  Court.  Did  the  general  discover  any 
want  of  personal  bravery  and  firmness,  in  the  action 
of  that  day  ? 

Ans^.     He  did  not. 

Quest,  hj  the  Court.  AVas  Colo  Cuyler's  Reg't  also 
in  disorder  and  confusion  ? 

Ans^.     Thev  were. 
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Quest,  by  the  Court.  Wliat  was  the  extreme  distance 
between  the  front  and  rear  of  that  regiment  ? 

Ans^.  About  two  hundred  and  tifty  or  three 
hundred  yards. 

Quest,  by  GerU'  Bensselaer.  Did  not  the  rear  of  the 
left  fire  at  the  same  time  when  the  front  did  ? 

Alls'".     They  did. 

Quest,  by  Gert!'  Rensselaer.  Did  you  hear  the  reason 
assigned  for  ordering  a  retreat  ? 

Alls''.  I  did.  I  think  the  reason  Avas,  that  the 
troops  were  in  such  confusion  that  it  wouhl  be  easy 
for  a  small  party  of  the  enemy  to  cut  them  to  pieces. 

Quest,  tjy  the  Court.  Did  the  Gen'  thro'  the  whole 
of  his  march  from  Schenectady  upwards,  discover  a 
solicitude  to  come  up  with  the  enemy  ? 

Alls''.  He  even  appeared  anxious  to  come  up  with 
them. 

Quest.  b>i  the  Court.  Wliat  was  Gen'  Rensselaer's 
conduct  tlie  day  after  the  action  ? 

AiW'.  Colo  Dubois  with  the  levies  marched  in 
pursuit  of  the  enemy  the  next  morning,  and  the  Gen' 
then  ordered  some  light  troops  from  the  regiments  of 
militia  who  were  best  able  to  march,  to  go  as 
volunteers  to  overtake  Co?  Dubois.  That  the  dep* 
went  accordingly  with  about  thirty  volunteers.  That 
on  his  way,  the  General  with  a  party  of  horse,  passed 
him  at  the  Castle^  and  that  the  deponent  with  his  party 


^lu  the   present  town  of  Danube,  opposite  the  mouth  of  East 
Canada  creek. 
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marclied  on  and  scarse  came  up  with  the  Gcu'  and 
Col°  Dubois  at  Fort  Ilerkinior. 

That  as  soon  as  the  main  hody  of  niiUtia  came 
up,  the  whole  force  marched  in  pursuit  of  the  oiu'Uiv 
about  three  or  four  miles  above  Fort  Herkimer  at 
Shoemakers',  where  they  halted  for  some  time. 
That  a  difference  of  opinion  then  arose  on  the  route 
the  enemy  had  taken,  and  on  a  consultation  of  tlic 
Held  officers,  the  whole  of  the  troops  returned  to  Fort 
Ilerldmer,  where  the  Gov'  took  the  command. 

Quest,  hii  Gcn^  Bensselaer.  Do  you  not  recollect  that 
I  sent  out  three  or  four  Indians  to  discover  the 
enemy's  track? 

Alls''.     I  do. 

Edward  S.  AVillet,  being  sworn,  says :  That  on  the 
day  of  the  action  of  the  19th  October  last,  he  was 
attached  to  the  artillery.  That  he  was  at  Fort 
Rensselaer  and  afterwards  with  Gen'  Rensselaer  and 
Colo  Dubois,  on  the  bank  of  the  river  at  the  ferrv. 
That  he  there  received  orders  from  the  Gen'  to  go 
down  to  the  place  where  the  militia  were  crossing, 
and  desire  the  officers  to  hurry  on  the  troops  as  quick 
as  possible,  which  he  did. 

Quest.  ty;i  Gen''  Rmsselcier.  Do  you  not  remember 
that  the  artillery  and  ammunition  waggons  frequently 
halted  on  account  of  the  badness  of  the  roads? 

Ans''.    I  do,  and  particularly  at  and  above  Anthony's 

Xose,  where  the  ammunition  waggon  was  delayed  tlio 

horses  beins;  verv  mucli  fatigued. 

25 
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Lieut.  Garret  W.  Van  ScTiaick,''  being  sworn  says : 
That  lie  was  in  the  field  of  action  on  the  19th  Oct. 
last: 

That  Avhen  Col°  Ciiyler's  Regiment,  and  the  other 
troops  were  advancing  towards  the  enemy  then  yet 
out  of  the  reach'  of  musket  shot,  Col°  Cuyler's  reg' 
began  to  fire  upon  the  enemy,  and  rushed  on  a  few 
paces,  which  broke  the  line  or  order  they  were  in. 
That  soon  after,  they  were  in  great  disorder  and 
confusion  and  the  deponent  saw  Gen'  Rensselaer  with 
them,  endeavoring  to  form  them.  That  the  Gen' 
exerted  himself  greatly  on  this  occasion,  but  his 
efforts  were  fruitless.  That  the  troops  w^ere  worn 
down  with  fatigue  occasioned  by  the  long  and  rapid 
march  and  tlie  want  of  rest  the  preceding  night. 

The  court  adjourned  till  Tuesday  morning. 

7  o'clock,  March  15"',  1780. 

The  courtrnetpursuant  to  adjournment  and  adjourned 
till  the  16"'  at  6  o'clock  p.  m. 

March  16"'  the  court  met. 

Col"  Samuel  Clyde,^  being  sworn  says.  That  on 
the  day  of  the  action  of  the  19th  October  last,  he 
commanded  a  party  of  Tryon  county  militia.  That 
he  was  at  "Wolrod's  ferry  near  Fort  Rensselaer  at  the 
time  when  Gen'  Rensselaer  ■\\dth  the  militia  arrived  at 
Adam  Countryman's,  about  a  mile  below  it.     That  he 


1  First  lieutenant  of  Captain  Roseboom's  company,  Mar  ch  3,1780. 

2  Commander  of  the  Cauajoliarie  district  regiment ;  appointed  Jan. 
25,  1778. 
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crossed  the  ferry  to  the  north  side  with  the  levies  and 
iniHtia,  about  one  o'clock  p.  .m.  \>y  Ool°  Dubois'  orders. 
That  he  had  orders  to  halt  there  till  (Jen'  Ivcnsseluer 
should  join  him. 

That  about  three  or  four  hours  thereafter,  the  Gen* 
with  liis  militia  joined  the  levies  and  militia  at  the 
ferrv,  when  without  the  least  delav,  the  whole  force 
marclied  with  the  greatest  expedition  till  they  came  up 
with  the  enemy.  That  the  militia  commanded  by  the 
deponent  were  attached  to  the  levies  under  Colo. 
Dubois  on  the  right. 

That  the  deponent  was  not  informed  of  the  dis}iosition 
of  the  other  troops,  and  had  no  opportunity  to  observe 
it,  as  he  marched  immediately  into  the  woods  on  the  hill. 
That  the  troops  marched  about  four  miles,  till  they 
liad  got  above  Col".  Klock's.  That  he  then  heard  a 
firing  near  Klock's  house ;  but  that  the  right  continued 
their  march  with  desiji-n  to  out  flank  the  enemv.  That 
upon  finding  that  the  right  had  got  above  the  enemy, 
two  or  three  platoons  of  levies  and  militia  were 
detached  (by  Maj.  Benschoten)  from  the  rear,  to 
attack  a  body  of  the  enemy  who  were  posted  about 
one  hundred  rods  above  Klock's.  That  that  detai-h- 
ment  fired  six  or  seven  platoons  when  the  enemy  fled, 
and  the  troops  returned  to  their  post. 

That  the  right  was  then  ordered  to  halt,  until  Col°. 
Dubois  waited  on  the  Gen'  for  orders. 

That  it  was  then  so  dark  as  to  render  it  diflicult  to 
enter  into  action  with  safety;  as  it  was  hardly  possible 
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to  distinguish  oiir  troops  and  tlie  enemy  from  one 
anotlier.  That  lie  tlicn  observed  a  cross  fire  upon  tlie 
right,  from  the  low  lands,  which  he  supposed  to  have 
come  from  the  enemy,  Init  that  he  was  the  same 
evening  informed  by  Col°.  Dubois,  that  it  proceeded 
from  our  own  troops. 

That  the  right  remained  in  that  situation  for  about 
half  an  liour.  That  the  enemy  could  just  be  discerned 
and  part  of  tliem  were  then  heard  crossing  the  river. 
That  the  daylight  was  then  in,  and  the  troops  received 
orders  to  march,  and  they  proceeded  towards  Klock's 
house,  where  they  halted   a  short  space  of  time. 

That  on  hearing  the  groanings  of  a  man  that  lay 
womided  in  the  field  of  action,  he  detached  six  men  to 
bring  him  in.  That  these  men  with  some  others, 
brought  in  the  artillery  waggons  and  artillery  which 
had  been  deserted  by  tlie  enem}^  That  a  report  of 
this  matter  was  sent  to  Gen'.  Rensselaer,  two  or  three 
hours  after  dark. 

That  it  was  agreed  between  this  deponent  and  Maj. 
Benschoten  to  halt  the  troops  and  remain  on  the  ground 
where  they  were,  and  that  soon  after,  Col°.  Dubois  came 
to  them  with  orders  that  they  should  remain  on  the 
ground  near  Klock's. 

Tliat  he  did  not  hear  of  any  council  of  war  being 
held,  and  a  retreat  resolved  on.  That  Col°  Dubois 
informed  the  deponent  and  Maj.  Benschoten,  that  the 
Gen'  would  be  with  them  in  the  morning,  and  that 
they  were  to  march  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy. 
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That  the  levies  under  CoK  Dubois,  and  the  militia 
commanded  by  the  deponent,  niardu'd  aiH-ordin^ly 
about  an  liour  after  sunrise,  and  before  the  Gen' 
came  np  Avith  tliem.  Tliat  lie  heard  the  Gen'  lodired 
at  Fox's  about  three  or  four  miles  below  Ivlucks. 
That  CoK  Dubois  and  the  deponent,  and  their 
troops  marched  to  Fort  Herkimer  and  arrived  there 
about  two  o'clock,  being  about  eighteen  or  twenty 
miles.  That  about  an  hour  after,  they  were  joined 
by  the  general  with  a  party  of  horse,  and  that 
some  time  thereafter,  Major  ]SIorris,  with  a  party 
of  militia  came  up ;  and  that  about  two  hours  after 
the  General's  arrival  they  were  joined  by  a  body 
of  militia.  Tliat  then  (about  four  o'clock),  all  the 
troops  marched  from  Fort  Herkimer  (about  six  miles), 
to  Shoemaker's. 

GcnP  Question.  Do  you  know  the  reason  of  oui- 
marching  to  Shoemaker's  'i 

Ans^.  The  enemy  had  marched  into  the  woods, 
and  it  was  supposed  they  only  meant  to  avoid  the 
little  forts  which  were  along  the  public  road,  an<l 
w'ould  come  into  the  road  again  at  Shoemaker's. 

Gen^"  Quest.  Did  you  not  hear  that  we  were  at  a 
loss  to  know  which  way  the  enemy  had  gone,  and  do 
you  not  recollect  that  three  Indians  were  sent  out  by 
me  to  discover  their  track  ? 

A.  I  did  hear  that  it  was  doubtful  which  route  the 
enemy  had  taken  and  that  the  Indians  were  sent  out. 

Quest.     T)id  we  remain  tliere  that  night,  or  did  we 


198  NORTHERN  INVASION. 

return,  —  and  when  —  and  do  you  know  tlie  reason  of 
our  return  ? 

A71S.  We  remained  there  till  near  dark,  and  then 
returned  to  Fort  Herkimer.  I  do  not  know  the  reason 
why.  I  heard  the  scouts  had  been  out  and  returned, 
and  that  they  could  not  discover  that  the  enemy  had 
gone  that  way. 

Quest.  Did  not  the  governor  join  us  at  Fort  Her- 
kimer ? 

Ans.     He  did,  some  time  in  that  night. 

Quest.  Had  you  on  the  19th  Oct""  from  your  situa- 
tion, any  opportunity  of  seeing  the  confusion  that 
prevailed  on  our  left  and  centre  ? 

Alls.     I  had  not. 

Quest.  Do  you  think  it  would  have  been  prudent  in 
me,  to  have  engaged  the  enemy  with  the  party  of 
levies  and  ]nilitia  who  were  on  the  north  side  of  the 
river,  at  Wol rod's  ferry,  before  the  militia  who  were 
below  came  up  ? 

Ans.     I  do  not  think  it  would. 

Quest  1)11  the  Court.  Did  you  on  the  19th  or  20th 
Octobor,  or  at  any  time  before,  discover  any  w^aut  of 
personal  bravery  and  firmness  in  Gen'  Rensselaer  ? 

Ans.  I  never  did,  before,  nor  did  I  at  any  time  on 
those  days. 

John  Lansing  Jun'',  Esqr.  being  sworn,  says  as 
follows :  On  the  17th  of  October  last,  in  the  after- 
noon, I  accompanied  Gen'  Rensselaer  in  quality  of 
Aid-major  from  Albany  to  Schenectady.     The  city  of 
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Albany  militia,  and  some  other  regiments  having 
previonsly  proceeded  on  their  march  to  that  [>lace. 
We  overtook  and  passed  a  nnmher  of  the  militia 
before  Ave  arrived  at  that  place,  and  Col°.  Van 
Alstyne's  reg'  which  had  been  directed  to  march 
by  the  way  of  Xcstaginna,  not  having  arrive<l  at 
Schenectady  in  the  evening,  the  general  sent  an 
express  to  him,  with  orders  to  hasten  his  march,  so  as 
to  be  at  Schenectady  at  daybreak  next  morning. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  general  having  been  informed 
that  the  enemy  were  still  burning  in  the  lower  parts 
of  Schoharie,  convened  some  of  the  principal  iidiabit- 
ants  of  Schenectady,  and  advised  with  them  on  the 
practicability  of  procuring  a  number  of  horses  and 
waggons  by  the  next  morning,  to  convey  such  militia 
as  could  be  collected,  towards  the  enemy,  with  the 
greatest  expedition. 

The  attempt  was  made  in  the  course  of  the  night, 
but  a  number  very  inaderpiate  to  the  service  could 
only  be  procured.  The  issuing  commissary  was  the 
same  evening  sent  for  to  inform  the  general  of  the 
state  of  proAdsions  at  Schenectady.  It  appeared  from 
his  information,  as  I  was  advised  l)y  Gen'  Rensselaer 
an  hour  or  two  after  he  was  sent  for,  that  there  was 
not  a  sufficiency  of  provisions  of  the  meat  kind  to 
Aictual  the  troops  for  a  day,  and  a  very  small  rpiantity 
of  bread.  Some  cattle  arriving  destined  for  the 
garrison  of  Fort  Schuyler,  the  general  ordered  some 
of  them  to  be  killed  for  tlic  use  of  the  militia.     Tliose 
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were  to  have  been  ready  at  daybreak,  but  tbe  bread 
which  was  ordered  to  be  baked,  and  the  cattle  directed 
to  be  killed,  did  not  get  ready  till  abont  nine  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  before  which  orders  were  issued  to 
march  as  soon  as  the  provisions  should  be  received. 

While  we  were  at  Schenectady  on  the  morning  of 
the  I8th,  General  Rensselaer  wrote  a  letter,  or  directed 
me  to  write  to  Colonel  Staats  or  Veeder  (I  cannot 
charge  my  memory  to  which),  directing  him,  as  nearly 
as  I  can  recollect,  to  call  upon  Major  Woolsey,  and  to 
take  all  the  force  he  could  collect  from  the  difierent 
posts  at  Schohary,  without  exposing  the  forts  too 
much,  pursue  the   enemy,    and   hang  on  their   rear, 


avoiding  however  an  engagement,  and  advising  the 
General  from  time  to  time,  of  the  route,  numbers,  and 
such  other  particulars  respecting  the  enemy  as  he  could 
collect. 

I  l)elieve  it  Avas  between  nine  and  ten  o'clock 
before  the  militia  got  in  march.  They  marched  on 
the  18th,  as  far  as  Sir  "William  Johnson's  old  place  on 
the  Mohawk  River,  which  I  think  I  was  informed 
was  sixteen  miles  above  Schenectady.  We  arrived 
there  after  it  was  dark,  and  took  post  on  a  hill. 

A  council  was  called  by  the  General  as  soon  as  the 
troops  could  be  properly  disposed  of,  consisting  of  a 
number  of  field  officers  and  the  General  suggested  to 
them  the  necessity  of  taking  measures  to  procure 
intelligence  of  the  enemy's  route.  It  was  agreed  to 
send  out  a  party  to  make  discoveries,  and  which  was 
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accorilingly  done.  Tlio  Tughteimndii '  IFill  being 
covered  with  woods,  and  it  being  very  dark,  tlie 
council  agreed  in  sentiment,  that  it  would  be  most 
advisable  to  remain  on  the  ground  on  whicli  we  then 
were,  till  the  moon  should  begin  to  appear.  "\Ve 
accordinglv  remained  I  think  till  some  time  before 
the  moon  rose,  when  the  march  was  resumed.  AVe 
arrived  at  Fort  Hunter  (I  think)  about  twelve.  The 
militia  were  directed  to  cross  the  Schoharie  creek, 
which  was  soon  etiected  in  a  scow  and  the  waggons. 

I  went  into  the  fort  with  the  General,  who  examined 
a  prisoner  that  had  been  taken  and  brought  in,  and 
upon  coming  out  we  crossed  the  creek  and  found  most 
of  the  militia  on  the  west  side.  We  then  marched 
on,  and  I  do  not  recollect  that  we  made  any  halt  after 
leaving  the  creek,  till  we  got  to  Van  Ep's  where  we 
halted,  I  think  about  an  hour.  Here  the  General 
directed  me  to  write  to  Colonels  Dul)ois  and  Brown, 
advising  them  of  his  situation  and  his  intentions  to 
pursue  the  enemy  closely,  and  to  attack  them  by 
break  of  day.  In  consequence  of  these  orders,  I  wrote 
a  letter  to  Col°  Dubois,  of  Avhich  I  believe  the  paper 
Col°  Harper  produced  to  the  court  is  a  copy.  Another 
was  dispatched  to  Colonel  Brown.  The  General 
received  the  account  at  Van  Eps,  by  one  AVallace,  that 
the  enemy  were  encamped  at  Anthony's  Xose,  on  botli 
sides  of  the  river,  we  continued  our  march  t(j  a  Held 
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at  sonic  (li^;tancG  from  the  oast  side  of  the  Xoso.  It 
was  then  some  time  advanced  in  the  day.  Here  we 
halted.  Tlie  ammunition  was  inspected,  and  an 
a(hlitional  qnantitv  distrilinted  among  the  troops. 
Colonel  Lonis  was  sent  ont  to  reconnoitre  Anthony's 
iSTose,  which  is  a  verv  dangerous  defile. 

Upon  his  return,  and  reporting  that  he  had  made  no 
discoveries,  and  after  the  issues  of  ammunitions  -were 
completed,  which  might  possihly  have  taken  an  hour, 
the  militia  were  ordered  on.  After  proceeding  to  the 
Avest  side  of  the  ISTose,  we  discovered  a  pai-ty  of  about 
forty  of  the  enemy  on  tlie  north  side  of  the  Mohawk 
River  wlio  were  bending  their  course  towards  the  river. 
Our  advance  was  then  about  one  quarter  of  a  mile  in 
front  of  the  main  body.  Capt"  Driskill  of  the  artillery 
was  with  a  field  piece  with  the  advance  guard.  I  was 
directed  bv  the  Gen'  to  go  to  the  advance  guard  and 
order  the  officer  commanding  it,  to  make  proper 
dispositions  to  intercept  the  enemy,  should  they  cross 
a  ford,  which  it  was  said  was  in  our  front,  as  the 
general  supposed  they  mistook  our  troops  for  those  of 
the  enemy.  I  rode  to  the  advance,  and  delivered  my 
orders.  They  halted  for  some  time,  and  Cap'  Driskill 
upon  my  returning  desired  me  to  beg  the  general  to 
give  the  enemy's  party  a  shot  or  two.  AYhen  I 
returned,  I  communicated  Driskilfs  request.  Gen' 
Rensselaer  observed  to  me,  our  business  was  not  so 
much  to  frighten  tlie  enemy  as  to  fight  them,  and  that 
a  compliance  with  Driskill's  request  would  only  tend 
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to  discover  to  the  enemy  that  we  were  in  force.  We 
continued  marching  on,  without  makhig  any  general 
halt,  that  I  recollect,  till  we  arrived  at  the  ford,  ahout 
a  mile  to  the  eastward  of  Fort  liensselaer.  The 
militia  stopped  here  to  refresh  themselves  not  having 
had  time  to  cook  their  provisions  since  their  leaving 
Schenectady,  the  enemy  being  then  burning  from  the 
direction  of  their  fires  at  Stone  Arabia'. 

Soon  after  the  halt,  Gen'  Rensselaer  went  to  Fort 
Rensselaer,  to  which  place  I  followed  him  and  dined. 
Immediatelv  after  dinner.  Gen'  Rensselaer  directed 
me  to  go  down  to  the  militia  and  order  them  across 
the  river  as  soon  as  possible.  ^\nien  I  came  down  to 
the  place  where  they  had  halted,  I  found  that  some 
had  already  crossed  the  river  on  waggons  and  others 
were  follo^^ing  their  example.  But  they  went  across 
very  tardily,  complaining  of  being  too  much  harrassed 
by  a  forced  march  and  many  appeared  much  dispirited 
on  account  of  Brown's  defeat  which  ^^•as  generally 
known  among  them. 

Imagining  that  the  crossing  would  be  expedited  by 
forming  a  bridge  across  the  river  with  our  waggons, 
I  suggested  it  to  some  of  the  field  oflicers  who  agreed 
■wdth  me  in  sentiment,  but  the  orders  given  for  the 
execution  of  this  service,  were  executed  with  such 
reluctance,  that  at  least  two  hours  elapsed  before  the 
militia  had  crossed,  tho'  many  of  the  oflicers  exerted 
themselves  to  facilitate  theu-  conveyance  across  the 
river. 
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"Wliilo  the  militia  were  crossing,  I  received  two 
messages  from  tlie  General,  to  push  tliem  on  with  all 
expedition,  which  was  communicated  to  the  field 
oflicers  on  the  g'round. 

In  the  mean  time,  an  attempt  was  made  to  induce 
them  to  ford  the  river,  hut  proved  unavailing.  As 
soon  as  they  Averc  crossed,  they  were  marched  to  the 
place  where  the  levies  had  crossed  the  river,  and  were 
formed  and  counted  off  in  sections.  The  enemy  were 
then  ahout  two  miles  in  advance,  burning  the 
huildings  as  they  proceeded. 

After  we  had  marched  on  some  distance,  the  general 
directed  me  to  ^yntc  a  letter  to  his  Excellency  the 
Governor,  advising  him  that  lie  was  near  the  enemy, 
and  intended  to  attack  as  soon  as  he  could  overtake 
them.  AVhile  I  was  Avriting,  the  disposition  of  the 
troops  was  made  for  an  attack. 

Upon  my  overtaking  the  General,  who  was  at  the 
head  of  what  I  A\as  told  was  the  centre  column,  I  rode 
with  liim  some  minutes,  when  he  observed  to  me, 
that  the  militia  on  the  left,  were  marching  on  without 
observing  any  oi'der,  and  directed  me  to  go  to  them, 
and  order  them  to  march  more  compactly.  I  went 
down  and  gave  the  orders  to  Colonel  Cuyler  and  some 
other  officers.  Upon  my  return  to  the  General,  I 
observed  a  number  of  men  in  advance  of  the  centre, 
as  I  afterwards  found,  and  upon  my  taking  the  shortest 
route  towards  them,  i  found  they  were  Indians.  I 
ciuiuirod   of  one  of  them   whether  he  had   seen  the 
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General.  We  liait}»eiK'(l  not  to  nndorstand  nie,  and 
wliile  1  was  endeaN'orini"*  to  make  liiiii  un(U'i'staiid  me 
the  Indians  l)eii;an  to  fire,  and  receiver]  a  warm  ono 
in  return.  The  tir.st  fire,  my  horse  I'ell  witli  nu".  Uy 
this  time,  the  troo])S  in  the  low  uTound  liad  c<jnini('iiccd 
a  firing  at  long  shot  liom  the  enemy,  broke,  and 
some  ran.  I  again  made  an  attempt  to  mount  my 
horse,  hut  finding  that  he  would  not  stand  fire,  1  ran 
down  towards  the  left,  one  of  the  militia  attending 
me  and  leading  my  horse,  till  I  came  to  Van  Alstyne's 
regiment  which  was  broke.  I  assisted  in  rallvinsi'  it, 
which  was  partly  eftected.  I  then  went  to  Colonel 
Cuyler's  and  endeavored  to  assist  the  otficers  in  rallying 
that  regiment,  which  was  also  partly  rallied :  hut 
part  of  another  regiment  (Van  Alstyne's  I  think) 
fij'ing  at  Cuyler's  they  again  broke,  and  could  not  be 
rallied. 

A  similar  confusion  seemed  to  prevail  in  every  part 
of  the  troops  on  the  left.  I  did  not  see  General 
Rensselaer  after  the  firing  commenced,  till  it  had 
somewhat  subsided,  and  t'rom  the  direction  of  ihe  fire, 
it  appeared  that  the  enemy's  had  entirely  ceased,  when 
he  exerted  to  rally  Cuyler's  and  other  regiments  on 
the  left.  lie  observed  to  me,  that  the  confusion  and 
darkness  was  such,  that  it  woidd  be  imprudent  to 
engage  the  enemy  in  the  night,  and  directed  me  to 
assist  in  marching  oft*  the  troops. 

When  the  tiring  commenced  on  our  part,  the  rear 
of  two  regiments  in    the  low  grounds,    w<'r<-   -^finnL:" 
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along  u  liundred  and  fifty  or  two  lumdred  yards 
beliind  tlie  front,  and  kept  np  a  warm  fire,  as  well  as 
the  front,  bnt  the  direction  of  the  fire  seemed  to  be 
np  in  the  air. 

At  the  time  the  engagement  lx\gan  it-was  dark,  and 
ill  a  few  minutes  it  was  quite  dark,  which  I  believe 
was  occasioned  by  the  smoke  of  the  buildings  which 
were  burnt  by  the  enemy. 

Immediately  after  the  firing  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy  ceased,  I  heard  several  exclamations  at  different 
times,  by  the  militia  on  the  low  grounds,  that  they 
were  in  danger  to  be  cut  to  pieces  and  surrounded  by 
the  enemy  and  many  of  them  expressed  a  great 
disposition  to  run  oft'. 

In  tlie  evening  of  the  action,  I  suggested  to  the 
general,  that  the  troops  were  without  provisions  and 
I  recollect  he  informed  me,  that  he  had  ordered  the 
jirovisions  to  l)e  over  early  in  the  morning,  but  it  did 
not  ai-rive  till  after  sunrise. 

In  the  same  evening,  the  General  informed  me, 
that  he  had  given  orders  to  Col".  Dubois,  for  the 
marching  of  the  levies  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  the 
next  morning,  by  break  of  day,  or  before  day,  (I  do 
not  recollect  which),  and  those  troops  marched 
accordingly. 

As  soon  as  the  militia  had  got  their  provisions  and 
cooked  and  eat  it,  they  marched  also,  I  think  about 
iiii  hour  after  sunrise  (but  this  I  cannot  ascertain  with 
precision). 
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On  the  march,  the  general  desired  that  a  small 
detachment  of  men  of  the  different  regiments  who 
were  hest  able  to  go  on,  should  turn  out  as  volunteers, 
to  overtake,  and  who  wvut  on  to  join  Col°.  Buhois. 
If  I  recollect  right,  this  (h'tacliment  was  ukuU-  in 
consequence  of  intelligence  received,  that  Col". 
Dubois  was  very  near  the  enemy. 

The  General  went  on,  escorted  by  a  small  inimher 
of  horsemen,  to  join  Col°.  Dubois.  I  followed  him, 
and  we  arrived  at  Fort  Herkimer  about  two  o'clock. 
About  two  hours  after,  the  militia  joined  us  and  halted 
a  small  space  of  thiie. 

Here  the  Cleneral  received  intelligence,  that  the 
enemv  had  struck  otf  from  the  iiublic  road  to  avoid 
tlie  fort,  and  had  taken  the  route  to  Shoemaker's. 

The  General  then  marched  the  troops  on  to  near 
Shoemaker's.  It  was  there  become  doubtful  what  route 
the  enemy  had  taken,  and  parties  of  Indiaris  and  white 
men  were  sent  out  to  discover  their  track  who  returned 
and  finally  reported  that  from  the  observations  they 
could  make,  the  enemy  had  not  gone  that  way. 

A\'1ien  the  y-eneral  found  tliat  lie  had  mistaken  tiie 
enemy's  route,  he  ordered  the  troops  to  return  to  fort 
Herkimer,  with  intentions  (as  was  said),  to  fall  in  witli 
their  track,  to  the  southward  of  P"'ort  irerkinur.  ft  was 
just  dark,  when  the  troops  marched  from  Shoemaker's 
towards  Fort  Herkimer. 

The  next  morning  the  governor  took  the  command. 

Qiiestion   l>;i  thv    Conrf.     From    the   whole   tenor    <>|" 
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Gen^  Rensselaer's  conduct  in  his  march  up  the 
Mohawk  River,  had  you  reason  to  suppose  that  he 
was  anxious  to  come  up  with  the  enemy  ? 

Ans"".  He  appeared  to  be  very  much  so,  in  every 
part  of  his  conduct. 

Quest,  htj  Court.  Did  you,  in  or  before  the  action 
of  the  19"'  October,  discover  any  want  of  firmness, 
or  personal  bravery  in  the  general  ? 

Alls'".  From  what  I  observed  of  his  conduct,  before 
the  action,  he  appeared  to  possess  himself  fully,  and 
in  the  course  of  that  action,  or  after  it  he  did  not 
betray  the  least  want  of  resolution  or  firmness,  as  far 
as  fell  under  my  observation. 

The  court  then  adjourned  till  Saturday  morning, 
Marcli  1 7"',  at  7  o'clock. 

''I'lic  court  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Upon   (hdy  considering  the  proofs  and  allegations 

respecting     B.     Gen^    Rensselaer's    conduct    on    the 

incursions  of  the  enemy  into  Tryon  county,  in  October 

last:  The  Court  do  unanimously  report  their  o^Dinion : 

Tliat  the  whole  of  General  Rensselaer's  conduct  both 

before  and  after,  as  well  as  in,  the  action  of  the  19th 

of  October  last,  was  not  only  unexceptionable,   but 

such  as  became  a  good,  active,  faithful,  prudent  and 

spirited  oflicer,  and  that  the  public  clamors  raised  to 

Ills  prejudice   on  that  account,  are  without  the  least 

fonndation. 

Jacop.us  Swartwout,  Presd' 

ITis  Excellencv,  Governor  Clinton, 
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Memorial  of  the  Supervisors  of  Dyon  Coimhj. 

At  a  meetiug  of  the  supervisors  of  Trvuu  county  on 
the  20th  day  of  December,  1780  : 

The  supervisors  being  convened  according  to  the 
directions  of  the  several  acts  for  raising  men  during 
the  war ;  for  raising  by  tax  a  sum  equal  to  150,000 
dollars  in  specie,  and  for  drawing  forth  the  supplies 
allotted  to  this  state  passed  in  the  last  setting  of  the 
lejrislature :  —  and  havino;  taken  the  same  into  con- 
sideration,  are  obliged  to  observe,  that  in  the  former 
situation  of  the  county,  the  quotas  allotted  to  us  might 
have  been  raised,  but  that  in  the  present  situation,  we 
are  persuaded,  that  as  to  the  two  former  acts,  it  is  out  of 
the  power  of  the  county  to  comply  -with  them,  without 
distressing  us  in  the  highest  degree.  The  latter  cannot 
be  complied  wdth,  without  starving  great  nmnbers  of 
people  who  have  been  burned  out  and  abandoned  their 
plantations.  The  poverty  and  inal)ility  of  our  people 
are  such,  that  we  think  that  in  the  present  impoverished 
state  of  the  country,  it  is  unjust  and  unreasonable  to 
be  called  upon  for  such  large  proportions  of  men, 
money  and  supplies,  willing  and  ready  as  we  always 
have  been  in  our  exertions  for  the  public  good,  we 
cannot  be  understood  to  censure  the  legislature  for 
passing  the  laws,  for  at  the  time  thereof,  we  think  wo 
might  have  raised  our  (juotas,  but  we  mean  to  show- 
that  at  present  we  have  not  that  aliility. 

•11 
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Ill  order  to  set  tlie  state  of  the  eoiiiitiy  in  a  proper 
point  of  view,  we  liave  with  great  trouble  and  labor, 
got  attested  returns  made  of  the  number  of  buildings 
burned,  of  families  moved  from  their  plantations,  of 
persons  ran  away  to  the  enemy,  of  the  number  killed 
and  taken  prisoners,  and  as  near  as  could  be,  the  farms 
which  lie  uncultivated  by  reason  of  our  defenceless 
situation  :  —  By  which  it  appears,  that  700  buildings 
have  been  burnt,  854  families  have  abandoned  their 
plantations  and  moved  from  the  county,  613  persons 
have  deserted  to  the  enemy,  197  persons  have  been 
killed,  121  persons  are  prisoners  with  the  enemy. 
The  number  of  uncultivated  farms  in  consequence  of 
incursions  by  and  desertions  to  the  enemy  amounts  to 
at  least  1,200. 

The  whole  of  the  county  is  not  included  in  the 
above.  Returns  from  Cherry  Valley,  JSTewtown-Martin, 
Springfield,  Harpersiield  and  (31d  England  district, 
by  reason  of  a  total  desertion  of  these  settlements  could 
not  1)e  o-ot.  The  inhabitants  have  some  deserted  to 
the  ciiemv,  the  s'reater  number  moved  in. 

"When  tlic  above  was  made  up,  returns  from  three 
conipanies  in  (Jolonei  Fisher's  regiment  had  not  come 
in,  one  of  which  is  nearlv  burned  out. 

To  make  our  misery  and  distress  appear  clear,  it 
is  observable,  that  in  Col"  Bellinger's  regiment, 
which  comprehends  the  German  Flatts  and  Kingsland 
districts,  there  are  not  more  than  forty-four  farms 
cultivated,  on   which    live    130   families,   besides   the 
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owners,  tlio  proiliieo  wlioivof  in  time  of  i)eiK-e  would 
not  maintain  more  tlian  1S:>  families,  so  that  makiiiLC 
allowance  for  the  dangers  we  are  daily  exposed  to, 
they  have  not  sutticient  by  a  trreat  deal  for  their  sult- 
sistenee.    Eiii:htv-eii''ht  families  have  moved  lower  d«  >wii. 

That  ill  (\)1"  Kloek's  reij^iment,  eonqtrehendini^ 
Palatine  district,  the  greater  part  of  the  buildings  are 
destroved  with  the  grain,  one  full  third  of  the  farms  lie 
uncultivated,  and  not  above  oO  farmers  left,  who  have 
any  grain  to  s[)are  :  added  to  the  large  number  of 
refiigees  from  the  npi)er  Canajohary  districts  makes  it 
e\adent  bevond  a  doubt  that  this  district  lias  not  bread 
till  the  ensuiniT  harvest. 

The  greater  half  of  Canajohary  is  destroyed;  some 
parts  so  long  ago  as  1778,  which  since  have  not 
been  tilled :  some  part  last  summer.  The  devas- 
tation and  property  of  the  iidiabitants  and  refugees 
in  this  district  are  such,  that  the  grain  in  it  will 
be  barely  suthciciit  for  the  subsistciK'c  of  those  who 
remain  in  it. 

Caughnawaga  district  in  Col"  Fisher's  regiment,  is 
equally  distressed  with  the  tvvo  last  having  a  large 
number  of  disaftected  people  on  its  Ijack  parts,  who  are 
a  continual  terror  to  the  w^ell  affected,  who  in  order  to 
aid  the  country,  raise  no  more  than  a  sutficiency  for 
themselves,  with  the  double  destruction  of  the  ablest 
part  of  the  district  has  undergone  the  part  remaining 
being  poor  in  general,  added  to  a  total  destruction  of 
u  great  part  of  the  district  shew  a   melancholy  truth 
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tluit  all  the  grain  remaining  tlierein,  will  not  keep 
the  inhahitants  and  refngees  resident,  till  they  can 
have  the  benefit  of  a  new  crop. 

The  Mohawk  District  in  CoP  Fisher's  Eegiment, 
lias  suffered  the  least  by  the  enemy  and  is  not  so  much 
burthened  with  refngees  as  the  others, —  has  some 
grain  to  spare,  but  when  the  other  parts  of  the  country 
are  supphed,  what  they  fall  short  out  of  the  super- 
fluities of  the  Mohocks,  we  apprehend  that  the 
quantity  remaining  will  not  be  great. 

The  causes  of  our  distress  arise  chiefly  from  the 
following. 

The  situation  of  the  country  make  it  an  entire 
frontier,  exposed  to  the  inroads  of  the  enemy  from  the 
north,  west  and  south.  The  frequent  irruptions  and 
many  murders  committed  by  the  enemy,  the  constant 
dread  of  a  repetition  thereof,  have  induced  the  people 
to  build  numbers  of  small  picketed  forts,  in  Vvdiich 
they  are  cooped  up  from  spring  to  fall,  the  militia 
being  at  half  of  their  time  on  duty.  The  difiiculty  if 
not  impossibility  in  these  cases  to  work  our  lauds. 
Tlie  work  that  is  done,  is  performed  by  halfs  only, 
and  under  continual  fear  of  the  tomahawk  and 
scalping  knife.  The  farms  cultivated,  are  only  those 
which  lie  near  the  picquets.  The  great  and  heavy- 
losses  sustained  by  us  in  lives,  prisoners,  desertions  to 
the  enemy,  and  [in]  property,  have  occasioned  the 
removal  from  the  country  of  a  very  large  number  of 
families  most  of  them  our  wealthiest  people,  and  to 
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ilisliearten  those  who  ivniain,  miinbers  more  aiv  now 
preparing  to  follow  tht)se  ah-oady  gone. 

Tlie  people  think,  that  wliat  remains  dI"  this  uwcv 
tlourishing  county  will  he  destroyed  tlie  ensuing 
summer.  The  nature  ofthr  war  in  these  parts  is  such, 
that  a  snudl  tbree  may  do  it. 

Having  literally  sarritieed  our  lives  and  fortunes, 
in  defence  of  the  Liberties  of  America,  the  supervisors 
are  sorry  to  hold  up  the  language  of  despondence,  but 
the  justice  we  owe  to  ourselves  our  constituents  and 
our  country,  the  apprehensions  we  entertain  that 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  this  county,  and  the 
great  distresses  of  the  people  have  never  been  fully 
made  known  by  those  whose  duty  it  was,  render  it 
indispensible.  The  necessity  of  the  case  obliges  us 
to  do  it,  in  the  plain  language  of  truth  and  without 
exaggeration. 

We  cannot  heli)  representing  as  grievances,  that 
upwards  of  one  IniiKh-ed  tory  women  with  destitute 
families  are  remaining  in  Caugimawaga  district. 
The  collection  of  the  rents  from  the  tenants  of  Sir 
John  Johnson  and  Col"  Butler  in  the  same  district, 
due  since  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  at  this 
time  fall  exceeding  hard  on  that  district,  as  thereby 
that  grain  is  taken  away,  which  is  necessary  for  their 
consumption. 

As  the  taking  away  cattle,-  at  the  point  of  the 
bayonet  might  have  been  necessaiy  for  the  subsistence 
of  troops,  we  do  not  complain  of  it,  but  the  refusal 
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of  proper  vouclicrs  by  those  who  executed  that 
business,  is  a  grievance  we  cannot  overlook.  The 
large  numbers  of  stock  drove  off  by  the  enemy,  at 
ditferent  times,  makes  the  hardship  of  having  our 
cattle  seized  the  greater. 

The  consequences  of  the  depreciation  of  the  paper 
currency  is,  that  we  can  obtain  neither  the  necessaries 
nor    conveniences   of    life   but  by   barter   for  grain. 

Money  we  have  none,  as  the  supplies  furnished  the 
pul)lic  for  upwards  of  a  year  past,  are  not  yet  paid. 

The  depreciation  it  is  confessed,  has  arisen  from 
several  causes.  Whatever  cause  it  is  ascribed  to,  we 
feel  ourselves  entirely  free  of  it,  as  we  can  make  it 
appear,  that  until  the  last  spring,  the  prices  were 
always  lower  with  us  than  below,  and  we  seldom  if 
ever  received  the  current  price  below  for  our  grain  here. 

The  i-easons  that  Ave  have  not  raised  every  tax 
demanded  of  us  by  law,  are,  as  to  one  tax,  a  disagree- 
ment between  the  supervisors  and  assessors  in  assessing 
the  estate  real  and  personal,  and  as  to  the  others,  the 
want  of  money,  the  destitution  of  the  country,  and 
the  consequent  misery  and  distress  of  its  inhabitants, 
arising  from  the  causes,  and  in  the  manner  above 
related. 

It  is  ordered  that  a  fair  copy  of  the  above  be  made 
and  transmitted  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  and 
that  the  clerk  of  this  board  sign  the  same. 
Signed  by  order  of  the  Supervisors. 

Isaac  Paeis,  Clerk. 
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licporf  of  Leases  w  (Jic  Tcrritor^j  of  the  Tnjon  Couni;i 
Brigade,  since  (he  bct/imiinf/  of  the  War.  Made  JJenvi- 
ber  1,  1780. 


Regiments,  &c. 


Col.  Bellinger's  Keg't. . 
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"    Klock's.. 
"    Fishers  . 

dipt.  Cloyfs 2l);j 

"      Iluber's  Comp 
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Pa'sons  tcho  have  fjonc  to  the  cikwij  : 

Aclaiu  IlL'lmer  .S;  son,  Peter  Doriiiii-,  AVilliam  Cox, 
Jacob  Didricli,  Robert  Smiolit  and  Kudolpli  Sclioc- 
marker. 

Capt.  Ilerter  reported  36  house.s!,  20  barns  an<l  -1 
mills  as  bnrned,  ()  males  and  -1  females  killed,  o  males 
taken  prisoners,  and  24  males  and  28  females  wlio  Imd 
moved  out  of  the  district  since  the  commencement  of 
the  war. 

Capt.  Staring  reported  38  houses  34  barns  and  3 
mills  burnt,  26  males  and  5  fcinules  kilk-d;  16  males 
and  3  females  taken  :  and  3  males  and  33  females 
moved  out  since  beirinnino-  of  the  Avar. 

Capt  Fred  Fraidc  in  the  like  period  reportcil  64 
houses  55  barns  and  3  mills  burned,  36  males  and  in 
females  killed,  37  males  and  11  females  taken,  and 
1 1  males  and  44  females  moved  out  of  the  di.strict. 
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Alarms.  ;J1,;«,  40. 

Albany,    AiUlrcss    of  Common 

Council,  of,  137;  County, i4; 

Gov.    Clinton   srocs    to,   OtJ; 

3Iilitia.   3(5,  198;  Quota,  DO; 

troojis  for,  101. 
Allen,  Captain.  77. 
Allen,  Ebenezcr,  57. 
Allen,  Ethan,  jealousy  of,  39,  83, 

14r,. 
Allen,  Major,  29. 
Ambuscade  near  Oneida   Lake, 

130;  of  Col.  Brown,  15. 
Amsterdam,  179.  187. 
Andrustown.  22,  119. 
Anthony's  Nose,  28,  54,  173,  193, 

20i;  202. 
Arnold,    Col.    Brown's    quarrel 

with,  157. 
Arnold's  treason,  illusion  to,  03, 

04.  98.  157,  158. 
Articles  of  Confedcrati(m,  41 ;  of 

capit\dalion  of  Fort  George, 

92. 
Assessment  of  supplies,  83. 
Atoiatouharonk\ven,  173. 


Backus.  John.  7s7. 

Ballston,  IS,   124,  131,  132,  134, 

141,  144;  enemy  at,  45,  90, 

-105. 
Barrett,  Ensisn.  44,  92. 
Balchellor.  Z(|)haniah,  84. 
Bateaux  L'uarded.  33. 
Beautiful  Him  in  Panton,  128. 
Becker,  John,  48. 
Beldinir,  Cajit.,  97. 
BeldiuL'.  Col..  98. 
Bell.(Jeorire  Henry.  118,  119. 
Bellinirer,  Col.  Peter,  letter  of  (!5  ; 

letter  to.  from  (Jov.  Clinton, 

12(5;  Col.,  Heiriment  of,  210, 

215. 
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lienscholen,  Major,  170,  is;!,  1115, 
19(1. 

Benson.  Col.,  14-1. 

Benson.  Kolu-rt,  114. 

Betid,  hem.  X.  Y.,  113. 

Biographical  notices:  Bellinger, 
Peter,  05  ;  Brown,  Col.  Jolm, 
57,  Cantine,John,104;  Carle- 
ton,  Chri.s.,  108;  Chipman, 
Capt.  John,  100;  Cook,  Col. 
Louis,  173;  Drake,  Joshua, 
130;  Dubois,  Lewis,  119.  105; 
Duncan,  Richard;  Gordon, 
James,  45 ;  Gros,  Hev.  Johan 
Daniel.  87;  Harper,  John, 
105;  Harper.  William,  171; 
lIuLdiis.  Peter.  140;  Jauscn, 
Johannis.  70 ;  Lansing,  John, 
Jr.,  I(i5  ;  Lush,  Stei>hen.  91  ; 
.McCracken,  Joseph,  129; 
McKiiistry,  John,  174;  Mur- 
phy, Tiuu)thy,  52;  Patter- 
son, Eleazer,  7s ;  Schuyler, 
Stephen,  9,  115;  Sherwood, 
Adriel,43;  Snyder,  Johannis, 
113;  Staats,  Barenl  J.,  113; 
Swart  wont.  Jacobus.  1()4; 
Ten  Broeck.  Aliraham,  113; 
Tiiomiis.  Thomas.  U'.l;  Van 
Buntschotcu,  Elias.  170;  Van 
Ren.^selaer. Robert .  KM;  Van 
Sehaick,  Col.,  9,  (i7 ;  Van 
Veirhlen,  Hendrick,  170; 
Van  Woert.  Lewis,  143; 
Veeder.  Volkcrt.  49;  Vroo- 
man.  Waller.  130 :  Webster, 
Allen,  111;  Weissenfels, 
Frederick  H..  147;  Wcmpel, 
Abraham.  131;  Wool.sey. 
]\Ielau<iou  L..  48,  51  ;  Vate.s, 
Chrislopher  I'.,  20. 

Bleecker.  J<.Iin,  SO.  SI. 

Bloodv  Pond.  122.  123. 

lioanfof  War,  23. 
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Bogart,  Capt.,  48. 

Boston,  Convention  at,  75. 

Bradnor,  Lieut.,  84. 

Brant,  Joseph,  17,  19,  20,  30,  33, 

34,  42,  47,  55,  68,  7G,  80,  89, 

93,  90,  100,  154,  174. 
Brattleborougli,  78. 
British  Agents,  influence  of,  31. 
Brown,  Henry,  58. 
Brown,  Col.  John,  56,  57,  77, 110, 

139,  155,  166,  167,173,  180, 

187,  189,  201,  203. 
Bryon,  Matthew,  66. 
Buck  Island,  62. 
BuHalo,  178. 

Bulwagga  Bay,  28,  45,  128,  134. 
Burgoyne's     Invasion,     22,     57, 

■l48. 
Butler,  Col.  John,  17,  42,  47,  76, 

89,  93,  96,100,  154;  events 

due  to,  213. 
Butler's  Reiiinient,  27. 
Butterfield,^Beuj.,  78. 


Cadaughrity,  171. 
a    Cadorotty,  171. 

Cambridge,  N.Y.,  142. 

Canada,  expedition  from,  ex- 
pected, 40. 

Canajoharie,  20,  26,  34,  58,  85, 
88,  115,  125,  138,  139,  188, 
194;destroyed,  34,  211,213; 
casualties  at,  37. 

Canaghsioraga,  137. 

Canashraga,  130. 

Caneseraga,  130. 

Cannon,  enemv  supplied  with, 
42. 

Cantuie,  Col.  John,  164. 

Capitulation  of  Fort  George,  32. 

Carleton,  ^Nlajor  Christopher,  43, 
44,  89,  93,  99,  108,  122,  124, 
133,  134,  135. 

Carleton  Island,  120. 

Carleton,  vessel,  99. 

Castle,  192. 

Castleton,  143. 

Casualties  in  Trvon  countv,  table 
of,  215. 

Cattle,  press  warrant  for,  120. 

Cauti'hnaAvaga,  55,  123,  173. 

Cayuga,  N.  Y.,  146. 

(Jedars,  173. 

Chanibly,  Col.  Brown  at,  57. 

Charlesfon,  32. 


Charlotte  county,  21,  24, 29, 132  ; 
quotas,  90. 

Cherry  Valley,  17,  26. 

Chin,  Mr.,  144. 

Chipnian,  Capt.  John,  44,  93.  93, 
1(X),  115. 

Chittenden,    Gov.,    letter  of,   to 
Gov.  Clinton,  111. 

Chucktinunda  creek,  179. 

Chucktinunda  hill,  180,  185,  187. 

Church  burned  at  Stone  Arabia, 
116. 

Church,  Timothy,  78. 

Cinge,  Adam,  87. 

Clapp,  Daniel,  154. 

Clark,  3Iajor,  69. 

Claverack,  94,  105. 

Clinton,  Gov.  DeWitt,  88. 

Clinton,  Gov.  George,  29,  38,  53, 
54,  61,  204 ;  letters  to,  from 
Col.  Van  Schaick,  67,  74; 
Lt.  Col.  Johannis  Janscn, 
69,  71  ;  Col.  J.  Newkirk,  73  ; 
Gen.  R.  Van  Rensselaer,  76, 
94,  103,  115,  117;  Col.  E. 
Patterson,  77 ;  citizens  of 
Tryon  county,  83 ;  Ste- 
phen Lush,  89;  Gen.  W. 
Heath,  101  ;  Col.  B.  I.  Staats, 
100;    Gov.    T.    Chittenden, 

111  ;     Isaac     Stoutenburgh, 

112  ;  Gen.  Ten  Broeck,  113, 
114,  142,  150;  Col.  Lewis 
Du  Bois,  119  ;  Gen.  Schuvler, 
123,  140 ;  Col.  A.  Webster ; 
Gen.  Washington,  159;  let- 
ters of,  to  Col.  Jansen,  09  ; 
Col.  Newkirk,  70  ;  Col.  Paw- 
ling, 72  ;  Gen.  Washington, 
74,"97,  151,  157;  citizens  of 
Cumberland  county,  78  ; 
Col.  G.  Van  Schaick,  81  ; 
Gen.  P.  Schuvler,  82,  105, 
125;  Col.  Klbck,  87,  120; 
Gen.  Van  Rensselaer,  95 ; 
Gen.  Greene,  90;  Col.  Bel- 
linger, 126  ;  Ebenezer  Rus- 
sell, 132  ;  James  Duane,  143  ; 
Gen.  Heath,  147  ;  address  of 
mayor  and  council  of  Al- 
bany ;  137  ;  reply  of,  139. 

Clinton,  Sir  Henry,  32. 
Clinton,     Genera'l     James,     to 

command    at    Albany,    42, 

82,  161. 
Clinton  Co.,  48. 
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Clotliinyf.  want  of,  I.jG  ;  supplied, 

80,  81. 
Clotliiiii;  agent,  80. 
Cloyt,  Capt.,  215. 
Clyde,  Col.    Samuel,   testimony 

of,  194. 
Columbia  Colleire,  88. 
Conawajra  destroyed,  85. 
Connectieut,  delegates  from,  75. 
Connecticut    Valley,   expedition 

to,  4(5,  Vii). 
Conne.stigone,  178. 
Convention  of  States  at  lJo.^ton, 

75. 
Cook,  Col.  Louis,  173,  202. 
Coppernoll,  Nicholas,  87. 
Corn|tlanter,  anecdote  of,  35. 
Cornwallis,  103. 

Countryman,  Adam,  87,  174, 194. 
Court   of  Inquiry,    proceedings 

of,  l<i4;  decision  of,  208. 
Cox,  William,  215. 
Crown  Point,  27,  45,  110,  155. 
Cruelty  of  Indians,  alleged,  44. 
Cumberland  County.21/^4,38, 78. 
Cusliinir,  Thomas,  75. 
Cuvler,"  Mr.,  110. 
CuVler,   Col.,   GO,    142,  170,    181, 
■  191.  204,  205. 


Danae,  Ship,  133. 

Decision  of  Court  of  Incjuiry,  208. 

Depreciation  of  currency,  38, 214. 

Deserter.  118. 

DeWitt,  .Major,  72,  73. 

Dcygert,  Peter,  S.,  84,  87. 

Didricii,  Jacob,  215. 

Dillenbeck,  John,  59. 

Disatfected  families,  84. 

Doriuir,  Peter,  215. 

Drak.-T  Joshua,  130. 

Drake,  Col.  Samuel,  letter  to, 
from  ("apt.  Lawrence,  129. 

Driskill,  Joseph,  121,  180,  181, 
1!»0,  202. 

Duane,  James,  letter  to,  from 
(Toy.  Clinton,  143. 

Duane,  Mrs.,  140. 

Dubois.  C<j1.  Lewis,  00,  110,  119, 
152,  100,  107,  100,  108,  109. 
170,  187,  189,  192,  193,  195, 
190,  197,  201,  207;  Lewi.s, 
letter  of,  to  Gen.  Van  lien- 
sselaer,  118;  Goy.  Clinton, 
119. 


Drew.  Mr.,  157. 

Duncan,  Capt.  Richard,  55. 

Dutchess    Count}',    24;    quotas, 

90. 
Dyckman,  Sampson,  letter  of,  to 

(Joy.  Clinton,  117;  tesiiiUDny 

of,  185. 


East  Canada  Creek,  142. 

p:iliott's,  172. 

Epitaph   of    Timothy    .Murphy, 

.j2. 
Escort  of  provisi<nis,  15(i. 


Falinir,  John  A..  59. 

Fall  iiill.  lis,  119. 

Federal  goyernment,  early  move- 
ment toward,  75. 

Feeck,  John,  47. 

Ferguson,  Col.,  103. 

Ferry,  190. 

Fisher,  Col.,  regiment  of,  210, 
211,212.215. 

Fishkiil,  154,  1(J4. 

Florida,  N.  Y.,  172. 

Flour,  press  warrant  for,  120. 

Floyd,  Mr..  140. 

Foliiot,  Geo.,  14S. 

Fonda,  Adam,  lOO. 

Fonda,  Jellis,  32,  87. 

Fonda  yillage,  55. 

Foord,  Cai>t.,  48. 

Ford  where  the  enemy  crossed, 
185. 

Fordini:  of  riyer,  189,  190.  203, 
204. 

Fort  Ann,  24,  43,  57,  89.  93,  90, 

98,  99,    100,    122,    133,   130, 
155. 

Fort  Carletcjii,  02. 

Fort  Dayton,  23,  35,  127. 

Fort  Edward.  23.  24.  44,  93,  90, 

99,  110,  124.  128,  141. 

Fort  George,  S9,  92,  95,  90.  100, 

lOi;,  122.  133.  130,  155. 
Fort   Herkimer,  23,  01,  02,  70, 

119,  127.    147.    MM,   15(5.  193, 

197,  19S,  207. 
Fort    Hunter,   24,   54,    104,   107, 

110,  144.  171,  172,   177,   179. 

180,  185,  187,201. 
Kortilicatiims,  location  of.  22. 
Fort  al  Jiiiinstown.  28. 
Fort  Keyser,  57,  59. 
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Fort  Niai?iira,  17,  19. 

Fort  Paris,  2(3,  32,  5G,  57,  59. 

Fort  Plain,  23,  76,  IIG,  166,  168, 

173. 
Fort  Plank,  23,  35,  76. 
Fort  Jicnsselaor,  60,  76,  131,  144, 

167,  168,  173,  180,  181,   184, 

189,  194,  203. 
Fort  Sclinyler,  23,  30,  33,  36,  38, 

42,  53,"  62,  68,  72,  74,  75,  77, 

80,  94,  98,  118,  129,  144,  146, 

148,  156,  160,  161,  199. 
Fort  Stauwix,  rumor  of  capture, 

81. 
Fort  Philip,  152. 
Fox's  mills,  154,  181,  184. 
Frank,  Fred.,  215. 
Frv,  ]\Iajor,  188. 
Fultonville,  N.  Y.,  166,  172. 


Gai?e's  hill,  122. 

(lahvay,  131. 

Gansei'oort,  Col.  Peter,  44,  101, 

109,  125,  132,  140,  147,  155, 

159. 
Gardinier's  Flatts,  172. 
Garloek,  .[ohn  CUiristian,  116. 
Garoi;a  creek,  32,  152. 
(rarrisons  of  frontier  post,  127. 
Garrison    duty,   irksomeness   of, 

30. 
(lates,  (general,  57. 
(Jebliard,  Joiin,  Jr.,  53. 
(}erniain.  Lord,  63,  133. 
German   Flatts,   21,   36,   65,   67, 

118,119,140,  210. 
(xermantown,  66. 
(Jilict,  :\Ir.,  101. 
Glen,  lleiirv,   102,  103,  107,  120, 

177,  186. 
Glen,   II.,  letter    to,   from    Col. 

Veeder,  102. 
Glen,  town  of,  173. 
Goodman,  Dommas,  87. 
(Jranville,  142. 
Green,  Gen.,  97,  101 ;  letter  to, 

from  Gov.  Clinton,  96. 
Grog  Bay,  128. 
Gros,  Joiian  Daniel,  87. 
Gordon,  James,  45,  46. 
Guilderland,  130. 


Haldimand,    Governor,    63,   64, 
133. 


Half  Moon  Point,  33. 

Hall's  Pouglikeepsie  Journal,  95. 

Hanover,  N.  II.,  82. 

Hanson,  Peter,  100. 

Harper,  Capt.  Alexander,  19. 

Harper,  Col.  John,  29,  166,  175, 

189,  190,   201 ;  testimony  of, 

165. 
Hari.er,  William,  171. 
Ilarpersfield,  19,  22,  165,  210. 
Harris,  William,  78. 
Harrison,  N.  Y.,  164. 
Harvesting  protected,  86,  85. 
Hauiihton,  Major,  46,  134. 
IlayrCol.  Udny,  113,  117,  141. 
Heath,   General,   83,   150;  letter 

to  Gov.   CUntou,  101 ;  letter 

to,  from  Gov.  Clinton,  147. 
Hebron,  N.  Y.,  111. 
Hellebergh,131. 
Helmer,  Adam,  215. 
Henderson,  Capt.,  154. 
Hendrick,  Leonard,  78. 
Ilerter,  Capt.,  215. 
Herkimer,  23. 

Herkimer,  Gen.  Nicholas,  118. 
Hessians,  47. 
Hinsdale,  Vt.,  78. 
How,  Artemas,  78. 
Huber,  Capt.,  215. 
Iluiihes,   Major,  23.   42,   62,  89, 

146,  1.56. 


Jansen,  Lt.  Col.  Johannis,  40,  70, 
73,  74. 

Jansen,  Lt.  Col.  Johannis,  letters 
of,  69,  71  ;  letters  to,  69,  71. 

Johnson,  Sir  John,  26,  27,  42,  47, 
48,  50,  51,  55,57,58,62,  63, 
76,  89,  90,  93,  106,  118,  121, 
134,  135,  147,  154,  166, 
172,  180 ;  rents  due  to,  213. 

Johnson,  Sir  William,  55,  179. 

Johnson,  Sir  William,  place  of, 
200. 

Johnston,  William,  93. 

Johnstown,  18,  21,  23,  26,  28,  35, 
122, 154  ;  memorial  from,  83  ; 
Carleton  said  to  be  at,  108. 


Kaselman,  John,  87. 
Katskill,  107. 
Keator's  Kift,  55. 
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Kolman,  George,  87. 
Kcyscr.  C'apt.  John,  IM. 
Kilk'il  and  woinuU'il,  i;{."),  \'M. 
Kinifsliury  burnt,  4:1. 
Kinirsland  district,  (J."),  210. 
Kiuirslon,  !t7. 
Kirknian,  .faints,  !)o. 
Klotk,  C".)l.   .lacoij  I.,  2tJ,  1^7,111. 
Klock,  Col,  U'tter  to,  from  Gov. 

Clinton,  87,  120. 
Klock,   Col.,   ros^inunt   of,    211, 

21">. 
Klock's,  field  battle  of,  (50. 
Klock's  jdact',  (iO.  1S2. 
Kloik's  house,  I'.tl,  l!).'),  I'JO,  1U7, 
Knowlton,  Mr.,  79,  143. 


LaFayettc.  .Marquis,  lOS. 

L'llouunedieu,  Kzra,  140. 

Lairs,  Hen  rick,  87. 

Lairs,  AViliiani,  87. 

Lake  Ciianiplain,  22,  27,  21),  "JO, 
KKI,  134,  42,  43,  70. 

Lake  Georire,  24,  29,  30,  45,  57, 
02,  93,  109. 

Lansinir,  Cajit.,  4S. 

Lansin'.r,  John,  Jr.,  151,  105,  106, 
190;  letter  of,  to  Gov.  Clin- 
ton, 107  ;  testimony  of,  198. 

Lauren(e,Cai)t.  J.,  Jr.,letterof,to 
C"ol.  S.  Drake,  129. 

Leirislature  convened,  40. 

LeKoy,  Mr.,  180, 189. 

Levies  for  defense  of  frontiers, 
25. 

Lcyp,  Adam,  87. 

Lincoln,  Gen.,  57. 

Little  Falls,  18. 

Livinu-sion,  Col.,  44,  91,  97,  110. 
115,  123,  189, 

Livinirston,  Col.  Ilenrj',  Jr.,  117; 
letter  to,  from,  Capt.  Sher- 
wood, 99. 

Livinii^ston,  Peter,  11.,  117. 

Livim;ston,  Robert,  140. 

Liviiiirston,  Gov.  Win.,  si. 

Livingston.  N.  Y.,  74. 

Losses  of  Trvon  Co  ,  table  of, 
215. 

Loudon's  Packet,  .■iiii(li'  I'mni. 
121. 

Louis,  Col.,  202. 

Lowville,  N.  Y.,  58. 

Lush.  Steplien,  91,  97;  letter 
from,  to  (iov.  Clinton,  89. 


McAlpin's  Heirt.,  130. 
McCraeken,  Major  Jo.seph,  129. 
MeCrea,  Colonel,  27. 
MeCrea,  Dr.  Stephen,  II  I. 
McDonald,     Donald,     incursion 

of,  37,  05. 
^IcDonald,  a  refiiiree,  45. 
Mcl)oui:all,<ien.  Alexander,  140. 
McFaiian.  .Mr.,  141. 
Maehin,  Thomas,  157. 
McKinstrv,  .Major  John,  173  ,174, 

182,  is7. 
Malcom.  Col.  William,  30.72,  73, 

74,  S!»,  ill),  !M,!I4,  !I7.  98,  129, 

157  ;  letter  of,  to  Gen.  Van 

Rensselaer,  1)3. 
Massachusetts,   Dele^rates  from, 

75. 
Mayrield,  29. 
Memacatiiiiie,  71. 
Memorial  of  citizens  of  Shenec- 

tadv,  131  ;  of  supervisors  of 

Trvon  Countv.  209. 
Miami,' battle  of,  130. 
Middlebur;,di,21,47,  48. 
Militia,  oijjcanization  of.   24  ;  for 

truarding  forts.  25,30;  rallied 

in     pursuit,    29;    sent     up 

Mohawk  Valley,  30  ;  miirht 

be  called  out,  4i  ;  called  out, 

43. 
Milford,  N.  Y.,  171. 
Mills,  Abraham,  141. 
]\Iinisink,  19,  73. 
Moiiawk  District,  212. 
^fohawk  Iiulians,  134. 
^lonmoutli,  14n. 
Montreal,  20. 

Monument  to  Col.  liiowii.  5H. 
]\Iorris,  Lewis  R.,  180,  197. 
Mortars.  42,89,  157. 
Mount  Defiance,  57- 
Mount  Independence,  57,  128. 
Muller,  C.ipt.,  4S. 
JIunro,  >Iajor  John,  45,  40. 
Murphy,  Timothy,  51,  .52. 


Nash,  Aaron,  79. 
NaviLTation  of  Mohawk,  3H. 
Neponeck,  73. 
Xestigiuna,  199. 
Xestiirona,  17H,  179. 
New  City,  23. 

New  Hampshire,  delegates  Irom. 
75. 
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New  Hampshire  C4raiits,  29,  39, 
79,  98,  110,  144,  145. 

Newkirk,  Col.,  letter  to  Gov.  Clin- 
ton, 78. 

Newkirk,  Jacob,  70,  74. 

Newkirk,  letter  to,  from  Gov. 
Clinton,  73 ;  letter  of  Gov. 
Clin  on,  to,  70. 

Newport,  French  at,  75. 

Newtown,  Battle  of,  148. 

NewtoAvn-Mavtin,  22, 210. 

Niagara,  31,  42,  86,  89,  134,  135. 

Niskaynna    178. 

Niven's  Kill,  70. 

Norman's  Kill,  settlements 
attacked,  35. 

Nose    (See     Anthony's     Nose). 


O'Bail,  35. 

Ocqnago,  scout  to,  77. 

Old-England  District  abandoned, 
210. 

Old  Farms,  172. 

Oneida,  153,  154 ;  enemy  at,  33, 
89,  93;  expedition  by  way 
of,  42. 

Oneida  Castle,  23. 

Oneida  Indians,  152,  190,  194, 
204 ;  jealousy  of,  18  ;  faith- 
ful, 31 ;  removed  to  Shenec- 
tady,  32,  141. 

OncddaLake,  expedition  by  way 
of,  47. 

Oneida,  settlements,  rumored 
destruction  of,  32. 

Orange  (/ounty,  24  ;  quotas,  90. 

Ordnance  captured  from  enemy, 
121. 

Oriskuny,  battle  of,  118. 

Oswegatchie,  188. 

Oswego,  G2,  135. 


Palatine,  20,  28,  32, 116,  188. 

Palatine  Bridge,  56. 

Panlon,  128. 

Paris,  Isaac,  33,  214. 

Patterson,  Col.  Eleazer,  71,  78; 
Letter  of,  to  Gov.  Clinton, 
77. 

Pawling,  Col.  Levi,  104. 

Pawling,  Col.  Albert,  25,  70,  71, 
72  ;  letter  to,  from  Gov.  Clin- 
ton, 72. 

Peasley,  131. 


Pellinger,  Col.,67. 

Petition  of  citizens  of  Try  on  Co., 

85. 
Phillips,  Major,  73. 
Pittstield,  Mass.,  57. 
Plattsburgh,  48. 
Poole,  Capt.,  48. 
Poughkeepsie,    40,    90,    90,    97, 

105. 
Prackness,  159. 

Pratt,  Lt.  Col.  David,  187,  188. 
Prisoners,  17,  19,  154. 
Provisions,  scarce,  90,  92,  94,  98, 

102,    117,    206;    forwarded, 

112. 
Putnam's  Point,  128,  145. 


Quebec,  133. 

Queensbury  burnt,  44. 

Quotas,  99,    162;  provided   for, 

•    158. 


Ray,  Mr  ,  143. 

Payments  Mills,  128. 

Recruiting  for  army,  41. 

Reinlistment  of  troops,  25. 

Reimensnyder's  Bush,  18. 

Rensselaer,  Gen.  See  Van  Rens- 
selaer. 

Rents  due  to  .Tohnson  and  Butler, 
213. 

Rescue  from  torture,  174. 

Reward  f)ffered  for  a  spy,  109. 

Ries,  Rev.  John  Frederick,  116. 

Rivington's  Gazette,  quotation 
from,  91. 

Roof,  Rev.  Gerrit  L.,  58. 

Root,  N.  Y.,  28. 

Roseboom,  Capt.,  194. 

Rosendal,  179. 

Rosie,  John,  178. 

Russell,  Ebenezer,  letter  to,  from 
Gov.  Clinton,  132. 


Sacondaga,   151  ;  Block  House, 

18. 
St.  John,  30,  49,  122. 
St.  Johnsville,  60,  133. 
St.  Regis,  173. 
Sallbrd,  Col.,  122. 
Salem,  N.  Y.,  127,  132.1 
Saratoga,  23,  70,  109,  114,    115, 

m. 
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Scarcity,  complaints  of,  211,  212, 
2«)i. 

SclR'iKctadv,  23,  27,  10(5,  107, 
110,  140,  144,  14S,  mi.  15.-), 
171,  172,  177.  ls.-»,  IW,  187, 
11»2,  IStit.  20(»:  troops  rallied 
at, 211;  ltuliansat,:J2;  expedi- 
tion intended  for,  4o;  troops 
arrive  at,  53;  nieetin<i  of 
citizens  of,  54  ;  memorial  of, 
131. 

Schoharie,  23.  109,  127,  144,  151, 
157, 177,200;  forts  described, 
24,  47;  troops  at,  27;  at- 
tacked, 19,  47,  49,  102,  105; 
fires  seen  at  Schenectady,  53. 

Schoharie  Court  House,  49. 

Schoharie  Kill,  151. 

Schoonhoven,  Colonel,  27. 

Schuvler,  Gen.  Philip,  82,  105, 
109,  114,  123,  145,  1G5;  or- 
dered in  a  certain  case  to 
arrest  Allen,  39 ;  notifies 
appearance  of  enemy,  42; 
letter  to,  from  Gov.  Clinton, 
82,105,  125;  letter  of,  to  Gov. 
Clinton.  123.  140. 

Schuvler.  Col.  Philip  P.,  107, 113. 

Schuvler,  Col.  Stephen  I.,  100, 
115. 

Schuvler,  :Major,  186. 

Schuyler's  Regt.,  105,  100. 

Sconondo,  31. 

Scotch  lories,  21. 

Scott,  Georsrc  G..  45. 

Scott,  Gen.  John  Morin,  14(5. 

Seger,  Henry,  78. 

Settlements,  extent  of,  in  1780. 
21 ;  broken  up,  27. 

Shawanunmk.  40.  (19,  71. 

Shell,  John  Christian,  37,  G5. 

Sherwood,  Capt.  A.liel.  43.  89, 
93,  99,  101.  122,  123;  letter 
of,  to  Col.  H.  Livin!rston,99. 

Sherwood,  Mrs.,  101. 

Shoemaker.  Kutlolph.  215. 

Shoemaker's,  197.  207. 

Shoemaker's  Land,  120. 

Sidney's  .Mills,  103,  Kk;.  107. 

Sinims,  J.  P.,  53,  7(5 

Skeenesborousrh,  18,21,23,24,  2(5, 
57, 128,  143,  150. 

Sloansville,  103- 

Smicht,  Pobert,  215. 

Smith,  John,  23. 

Smith,  Joshua  H.,  157. 


Smilii,  Seth,  78. 

Smith,  Mr.,  79. 

Smvth,  Dr.  (Jeorge,  100. 

Snell,  John,  H7. 

Snyder,  Jacoli.  141. 

Snyiler,  Col.  Jnhannis,  113. 

South  Hay,  43. 

Southern  Campaign,  1(13. 

Sprakers,  55. 

Sprin.irHeld,  22,  210. 

Spv  at  Johnstown,  101. 

Slaats.  Col.  H.  I.,  113,  200;  letter 
of,  to  (Jov.  Clinton,  lOtl. 

Starinir,  Capt.,  215. 

Stone  Arabia.  27,  32,  33,42,5(5. 
57,  58,  .59.  89,  94,  11.5,  i:J5, 
13r..  144,  173,  188,203. 

Stone  Arabia  Patent,  IKS. 

Stone  liidirr,  173. 

Stone,  William  L.,  2(1. 

Stoutenburiih,  l.saac,  letter  of, 
.    to  (iovV  Clinton,  112. 

Sullivan,  (General,  17,  148. 

Supervisors  of  Tryon  Co..  me- 
morial of  209. 

Sujiidies  for  army,  1(10,  101. 

Susipiehannah  21,  47,  05,  1.54. 

Swartwout,  Gen.  Jacobus,  104, 
208. 


Taxes  in  kind.  38,  41.  S3,  90. 
Ten  Broeck,  Gen.  Abraham,  is. 

27,  42,  82,  90,  92,  93.  105,  100, 

113,  131,  147,  1.55,1.59;  letter 

of,  to  (4ov.  Clinton,  113,  114, 

142,  150. 
Ten  Broeck.  Dirck,  113. 
Ten  Evck,  Lt.  Abraham,  80. 
Tliomas,  Col.,  104. 
Ticonderoga,  57,  110,  124. 
Tioga  routes,  partv  bv   wav  of. 

^47. 
Tories.  21,20.  29.  125.  141. 
Trail  of  enemy  lost,  193,  197,207. 
Treachery   ot'   Vermont    people 

suspected,  39. 
Treasure  of  Sir  John  Johnson, 

29. 
Treat,  Dr.  Malachi,  114. 
Trent(.n,  N.  Y.,  4H. 
Tribe's  Hill,  28. 
Tryitn  County.  24;  troops  sent 

tit,  27  ;  jtetition  from,  42,  85 ; 

letter  of  cili/ens  of  to  Gov. 

Clinton,  83; 
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Try  on  County;  quota,  90;  bri- 
giule,  91  ;  memorial  of  super- 
visors, 209 ;  table  of  losses  in, 
21o. 

Tughtenunda  Hill,  201. 

Tuscarora  Indians,  31. 


Ulster  County,  24;  quotas,  90. 
Uuadilla,  scout  to,  77. 


Van  Alstyne,  Col.,  178. 

Van  Alstyne,  Cornelius,  174. 

Van  Alstyne's  Regt.,  205. 

Van  Bergen,  Col.  Anthony,  113. 

Van  Bunschoten,  Major  Elias, 
130,  170. 

Van  Dresen,  James,  44,  124. 

Van  Eps,  165,  173,  187,  201. 

Van  Ess,  Col.,  174. 

Vanetta,  Samuel,  87. 

Van  Rensselaer,  Henry  K.,  25. 

Van  Ilorne,  Rev.  Abraham,  58. 

Van  Rensselaer,  Jacob  Rutseu, 
105. 

Van  Rensselaer,  Gen.  Robert, 
32,  33,  3(),  42,  51,  53  to  5G, 
59  to  01,  82,  92,  94,  95,  104, 
107,  109,  130,  138,  152,  159, 
1G7  to  180,  191,  194  to  205, 
208;  letter  to,  from  Col. 
Malcom,  93;  Gov.  Clinton, 
70,  95 ;  Col.  Louis  Dubois, 
118;  letter  of,  to  Gov.  Clin- 
ton, 94,  103,  115,117;  Gen. 
Court  of  Inquiry  on,  104; 
notice  of,  104. 

Van  Rensselaer,  Stephen,  113. 

Van  Schaick,  Col.  G.,  23,  27,  29, 
30,  81,  97,  102;  letter  of,  to 
Gov.  Clinton,  07,  79,  81. 

\:\n  Schaick,  Lt.  G.  W.,  testi- 
mony of,  194. 

Van  Vegiiten,  Adjutant,  176. 

Van  Woert,  Col.*,  27,  142,  143, 
150;  letter  of,  to  Gen.  Ten 
Broeck, 142. 

Vceder,  Lt.  Col.  Volkert,  49,  53, 
104,  177;  letter  of,  to  H. 
Glen,  102. 

Vermont  atlairs,  38, 39, 77, 78,145. 

Virginia,  103. 

Vnioman,  Capt.  AValter,  05,  130, 

Vrooman,  Colonel,  29,  127,142, 
153. 


Vrooman's  Land,  47. 


Wallace,  William,  188,  201. 
Walrath,  John,  116,  168. 
Warrant  for  imprisonment,  120. 
Warriucr,  Samuel,  78. 
Warner,  Colonel,  29,  122. 
Warner's  Regiment,  122. 
Warren,  Sir  Peter,  172. 
Warren,  N.  Y.  119. 
Warrensbush,  172. 
Washingtcm,  Gen.,  30,36,  39,  79, 

90,98,102,105,106,108,145; 

letter  to,  from  Gov.  Clinton, 

74,  97;    letter   of    to    Gov. 

Clinton,  151,  157,  159. 
Watson,  Capt.  James,  67. 
AVebster,   Col.   Alexander,    111, 

141,142;  letter  of,  to  Gov. 

Clinton,  128. 
Weissenfcls,  Col.,  140,  147,  148, 

149,  155,  160. 
Wemple,  Col.  Abraham,  120, 131 , 

142. 
West  Canada  Creek,  23. 
AVestchester  County,  24;  quotas, 

90. 
AVcst  Point,  63,  64,  96,  160. 
AVheelock,  Rev.  Mr.,  82. 
AA' hitins-,  Col.,  82. 
AVhite  Creek,   110,  128,  140,  143  ; 

enemv  near,  105,  124. 
AVliitehali,  21. 
AVhite  Plains,  148. 
AVhiting,   Colonel,  60,  109,  182, 

191. 
AA'illinms,  Col.  John,  111. 
Williger,  171. 
AVilUiw  Basin,  54. 
Windsor,  N.  Y.,  77. 
AVoestyne,  187. 
AVolrod's  ferry,  175,  194,  198. 
AVood,  Sergeant  AA^m.,  172. 
AV()odl)ridge,  Col.,  157. 
Woodward,  Solomon,  19. 
AVoolsey,  Major  Melancton    L., 

48,  "51,  104,109,200. 
Wyoming,  17. 


Yale,  Major,  174. 

Yates,  Col.  Christopher  P.,  20,27. 


Zielley,  Capt.  John,  59,  87. 
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